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| 
1} ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO CERTAIN | 
| DEATHS AT THE HOSPITAL FOR: SlCK CHILDREN 
2 | AND RELATED MATTERS. 
=A | 
4 | 


Hearing held on the 8th Floor, 

US OPDuncdas Steeet Weg. Loromce , 
S Ontario pOnmwednesday. the 21st 

day of December, 1983. 


~ 


8 THES HONOURABLE MR. “JUSTICE S.G.M. GRANGE = Commissioner 


9 THOMAS MILLAR - Administrator 
fogee MURRAY R: “ELLIOT = ReGrSstrar 
11 eek ee 
12 
APPEARANCES : 
153 
E. CRONK Commission Counsel 
14 | 
15! D. HUNT Counsel for the Attorney 
L. CECCETTO) Ceneraimand. Solicitor :General 
16 Of -Ontar1o "(Crown Attorneys 
and Coroner ss Office) | 
17 M THOMSON) Counsel for The Hospital for 
R. BATTY ) Sick Cha ldren 
18 | 
19 |! 
| D. YOUNG Counsel for The Metropolitan 
90) | Toronto Police 
K. CHOWN Counsel for numerous Doctors 
21} aAbe@tie Hospital Lor Sick 
| Cha ldren 
ee 
| Po KITE Counsel for the Registered 
93 | NuuSseS Association of Ontario 
oe | and 35 Registered Nurses at 
54 | the Hospital tor Sick Chi ldre 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 8408 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


a7 oUDOM COMMENCING at, Gs0la.m. 
| CAROL BROWNE, Resumed 

THE COMMISSIONER: LOS. it .. BCoOwnls 

Mae Caos Before we begin I notice 
Ms. Browne's counsel is not here. TI don't know 
whether Ms. Kitely has arrived Vet, ie tink under 
the circumstances it would be best to wait. Perhaps 
Twit! qust check in the hall 

THE WITNESS: Her briefcase is here 


but I have not seen her. 


THE COMMISSIONER: is there any 
Sign? 

MS. CRONK: Nowy lame SOLry,. Sir. 

THE COMMISSTONER: Well. Tedon' t 


know of any rule respecting the matter. If you 
haye any concerns at any time, Mrs. Browne, we will 
Call Lt OLt, bute titnk the current Counsel ic 
reasonably friendly, I don't thinl: vou need to be 


too concerned. So I think we will just proceed. 


THE WITNESS: Mle Bespect for timing . 


THE COMMISSIONER: That us whats | 
had in mind, because we are going to be in trouble. 


in meeting the --- 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN: (Continued) 
a AN 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO een 
, | 
2 ' ; 

cross-examination yesterday I was asking you a few | 
3 questions about intravenous medication. “here had 
4 been references in the medical records of some of 
5 tneschildren that we Have. Lookedeat, to an iV going 
6 interstitial, could you please explain to me what 
7 that means? 
1 es Li means thatethe needle = we 
: denstshave it. up vet this morning. 
? THE COMMIS TONE Rs HEre we sare:. 

10 THE WITNESS: It is displaced from 

11 | the vein and so instead of the fluid flowing into 

ri EVeeveln 1 does sf low Sineomeie. ti osue aid the sti ssue 

13 cells. | 

14 MR. BROWN: Ore If the needle goes 

interstitial would that be observable by a nurse or 

15 

AMCOGLOh? 
16 
| rae | Yes. 

17 Ge And What. wOuLd tErLqgen, <or 

18 drawl thieiy attentions tonthateatact: 

19 | A. Peete CanesseOlaswel ling. 

20 If the patient is old enough they would complain that 

21 it is uncomfortable. 

OF if they notice that an» IV has 

ES gone interstitial what procedures are they required 
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(Brown) 


A You would check to be sure 
Chiat Por es, UNtersULE La yeni Voumecan OG loa te by 
dropping the bag below the level of the patient 
and af 2t is an the veln then: will biood return 
back through the needle. In that case if it is 
out of the vein then you would remove the needle. 

We And is a registered nurse 
caring for the child authorized to remove the needle 
if she observes that the IV is interstitial? 

A. Yesau 

OF Would a registered nursing 
assistant be authorized to remove the needle? 

Vee No, she would speak to the 
registered nurse. 

Or Once the needle had been 
removed would any registered nurse be authorized to 


reinsert the IV needle and recommence the IV running? 


A. No. 

ys And who would be authorized to 
UG# Cicer 

Ne It would be a designated nurse, 


be*that a nurse with the LV tearm, “or“a’ doctor: 
‘ole And they would then come and 
reinsert the needle into the vein? 


A. Yes. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61118500529 
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(Brown) | 


Oe So if a nurse who was not | 
qualified or certified to reinsert the needle Bpeerved| 
that an IVahad cone interstitial herasolecauthonized | 
function would be to remove the needle, is that | 
COEreCCT? 

Ris LhataLSAaCcoOLEects 

Oe And from the time that she 
removed the needle until the time that an authorized 
person arrived and inserted the needle, the IV would 
not be running? 

A. Thatweas COLECCE.. 

O:. So that when we see a reference 


towthe "lV ‘goingmintersti tial would, babeesafento 


assume that that would record. an observation bv 


a nurse Or a nursing assistant that the IV had gone 

interstitial and that the needle had been removed? 
A. Ltamightabetneportedithat at 

had gone interstitial and the IV might have been 


stopped by the control device. It would not necessar- 


ily mean that needle had been removed unless it was 
recorded as such. 

On Would it mean that at the 
minimum fluid would stop running into the child? 

A. Mes. 


OF Onesztinal matter 1f IT can 


{4s ; : 
100 “sey (Git Seta: BFL aos ie : . 
Fenctin sities ans Swe ola bi 


bax fentiadn olen wer rndalreawee iy rahe 


‘ 
a 
| gral? ay ole bE seie ols ovinmey ela ad 


tooo ef aee®e at 
nt ts teil omnis: oily @aad bar -@ 
| esettaidun We tite omio cae [linn stbsen ets bemgner 
bliow VL ota .ofbeen uf) bai=ome bie, baviads pone 


sJ2STk09 #1 Amit ot 


| gottanstas' « see/aw WOotw 2687 oF « 
‘i? Sthe Ob SD Window daiscdevegnhe pniey Vr sat ep, ; 


vi porsnvroado nk tienes bigdw dings testo siya 

sno had VT ate Jar tagtaisan Petstni 2.95 annua te 
cheverias teed bes altiezi en zea hte lolsitegodas | r 
| 12 Bens yeas wnertea il pial ? oh “| } 
:; soul sigs Hein Vt ede. bias bs anlar a tia vel i 


-dseséneu 3%) bie: <vesivel, Londo: aft gaubeaqors 
Baw! $e eptia ape si Ba ota alti 


Vea Oa 7 sale a . 

a 9f Blin Mn 5 =e : i 

= oats” 

scone 96 me a ha - Dy? vs a ' is 

em % P) ae F ‘oo, < ie. , | 
os 


24 


20 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, cr.ex. 8412 
TORONTO, ONTARIO if 
(Brown) 


=eturn to someting that was dealt with brierly 
eeecimeea Right at the beginning of vour examina- 
tron by your counsel” Ms. Kitelv, she questioned you 
about the approaches made to you by Nurses Trayner 
and Nelles during the summer of 1980, and asked you 
why they would have approached you, and if I recall 
your “answer you stated that Te-was locqrcal Chat 
Nurse Trayner would approach you since she was the 
team leader and it was logical that Nurse Nelles 
would approach you since in many cases she had care 
OLeweny —slChkeintants, 1s sthatuasCOLnrect summany .Of 
your testimony yesterday. 

OF Was 1t your understanding 
that Nurse Nelles was assigned to-care for children 
who were very sick? 

A. Often, ves. 

rs And would she be assigned more 
than another nurse on her team to care for such 


children? 


A. Yes, because of her exnerience. 


(Gh Because of her exnerience she 
had some expertise in treating sick infants? 

ee Yes™ 

Oh Was she one of the more senior 


nurses on that team? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 
J 
2 
A. Les 
3 Ea: | 
| Ox Indeed she was really junior | 
4) Only to the team leader, Phyllis Trayner? | 
5] Nas Mat. 1S correct. 
6) OB And I take it that she was 
7 assigned to care for these children because of her 
8 expertise and the fact that she was a competent nurse? 
A. Ves 
9 
| Oe And in your observation of her 
10) as Hy 
| 1S 1t your opinion that she was a competent nurse? 
11 A. Yes. 
12} Ox And that she had a concern 
13 fon rhe, welfarever hermenildren? 
14 AY yes, 
1s O% And indeed she had a concern 
for the welfare of the families of the children? 
16 
As 2eg. 
17 
OF Nelles and Trayner anproached 
18 you during July and August, and indeed they brought 
19 to your attention the deaths of the infants Dawson 
20 | and Hoos, did they not? 
1 A. Yes. 
22 On I take it that they anproached 
you? 
23 
Pe ee or. 
24 
25 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 
oO. You did not approach them? 
a, No. 
Ol They stools Ehe gi nl erative? 
es Yes. 
Q. Theyverndsveated stoeyour that they 


had some concern about the care which they had given 
to these children? 

A. ves: 

OQ. They were seeking your advice 
Ongimproving thenn own qualitteations and jeommetence 
as nurses? 

A. Yes. 

On And you were a person who 
could of coursesgive them further assistance and 
POMNCErS iN AMpLOVIng thei wecare: 

A. Yeu. 

Oz Noe only that they were 
enquiring as to why these children died? 

A. Yes = 

on Andyasea, Kesult of theiz 
enquiry you approached some of the cardiologists, 
in.particular Drs. Freedom and Rowe? 

A. Yes. 

Gh. And your conversations with 


them centred in,part upon why these. children died? 


| 
| 


qreds Anresgys 62 5b ube i - ; 
oe 
Revileivini oqd Abs? goths oe ay ae 
a rr ven ft 
Yo0?, I6iI2, HOY. ao! Sete vst yaey =D 
savin ber vor: dotdw oes odd Cheds Aaemonembe Bad 
| Snevhtda: Spault. of 


«ney of 

goivbr a.wov pidjicss sys. vat -9 
gor tqen Bese, atol ree te hep Aye 4 Seed prbvexgal a0 
a} twoetun 86 

ee of 

afiw QGate 7 1, otew voy) Dee a®) 


bac Poneteress asvlzig2 melt sip orion is Riper 


fo25o aeorid nmkvowats ni earstelag 
Ber ‘A 
sisy, vadd fant vied son 4) 


"Shaan nittiod bef ida vB oe eligi 
ail af. wll 
sda, 20 ka aes. i 

ae pada eee oe 

ae a - 

~) ‘ ae os i 

oe oo or : 


—_ - : 7 


7 


13| 


ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Brownie: Crlex- 8415 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


(Brown) 
ie Yes. 
Oe SO-tnere was a concern then 


initiated by Nurses Trayner and Nelles as to the 
cause of death of these children? 

A. Yes 

© And they wanted a further 
explanation of why these children died? 

A eo. 

oe They were concerned that the 
children had died? 


JN Yes. 


QO. And they called in to question 


their own competence? 

A. Lear 

QO. And they sought a solution 
tO Lene =prop Len? 

eve fest 

oe AnG@*as a*resure of ‘therr 
contact with vou and vour contact with the doctors 
further investigation of these narticular children 
was done, in the sense that mortality rounds were 
especially called at which the deaths of some of 
these children were reviewed? 


INeo Yes. 


Oy, And the deaths of these children 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 


1 
2 
were reviewed by the staff cardiologists? 
3 A. Yes. 
4 ; Or As a result then of the 
S| initiative of Trayner and Nelles the cardiologists 
6 gavesassecond) look: atetheseichaldren? 
7 A. Mess 
8 QO. And they went into their 
clinical history in some depth, did they not? 
2 Pe Yes. 
I Oy And indeed they looked at 
My both the clinical picture and’ thespathoVvogical 
12 | PEcrine, sata ethey not? 
13 A. Jesse 
14 QO: Wold iWwiebe youn vexpecta tion 
15 that if a nurse had some concern about the quality 
of care she had given tova child, .or »ssome,concern 
- about why taschildedied,jthatuthabrnurse jwould jin 
uy fact do precisely what Nurses Trayner and Nelles 
18 did, that is seek the assistance of their supervisors? 
19 A. Yes. 
20 MR. BROWN: Thank vou, those are 
1 my questions. 
27 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, 
Mr sebrownaweliiss Forster. 
23 
24 
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CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MS. FORSTER: 

Of Good morning, Ms. Browne, 
my name 1S Elizabeth !Forster andwi act on behalf of | 
Pay libris Trayners 

Ms. Browne, I believe you indicated 
in your evidence that it was your perception that 
during this nine month period there were younger 
and sicker babies on the Cardiology Ward; is that 
correct? 

roe Yes. 

Qs We have also heard evidence 
that during this nine month period the occupancy 


rate in> the (CUawas partneubarly whighnersathat 


something of which you were aware? | 


A. %eS* 

QO. And was it your perception 
that children were leaving the ICU earlier than they 
had in previous periods? 


Ane In some instances. 


Os And was it also your perception 
that children were being transferred to the ICU as 
quickly as they might have in the past? 

A. In some instances there was 
a space problem, yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I think the 
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(Forster) 


question was, was it a greater problem than at other 
times? | 

THE. WITNESS: Yes" 

MSI PORSTERE QO. Were concerns 
about the situation ever exnressed to you by any 
of the parents of children? 


A. Some of the parents whose 


chldnensghadslestwintensivver Gare: earlier than 
they might have expressed concern. 

Ore Can you recall the nature of 
the concerns that were expressed to you by the 
parents? 

A. They were not unusual concerns. | 
Most parents after they *have “spent a period of time 
in Intensive Care where there is a nurse constantly 
avatbab leyrealty @feel a Wossvot that security, if 
yourmwili lS andwcantidence seat fies is someone there 
monmtomamomine tehithd tall Sener timey'so that was mot 


aneunusiva concern; but toarticularly whereta child 


did leave Intensive Care sooner that was more of 


ay COoncermneehor gehen family . 

Oh During this nine month period 
did the concerns expressed by parents either increase 
in frequency, or differ in the nature of the concern? 


A. increased in regard to the 
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number of children who were leaving Intensive Care 
earlier. 

©. Was concern about this 
Situation ever expressed to you by any of the 
nurses on 4A or 4B? 

ie tudon’t knowsthateit-ewas 
expressed in those terms, but a feeling that indeed 
the nursing load was heavier. 


0. And was the expression to you 


of the fact that the nursing load was heavy expressed 


in the context that they were seeing children from 


ICU faster, Or just a general concern about increased 


load? 

A. ini pa nity dt) was» related, to 
the children coming from Intensive Care and needing 
closer supervision. 

Or. I was a little unelear about 
your evidence yesterday when you were discussing 
the approaches made to you by Nurses Trayner and 
Nelles after the death of some of the babies. As 
I understand it the first time you were apnroached 
by these two nurses was after the death of Amber 
Dawson. 

A. Yes A~.vhaty Us etorgect.. 


Ox At which time Phyllis Trayner 
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and Susan Nelles advised you of the fact that Deneanes| 
mother enti be coming in that morning? | 

jane Yest 

wo. Andhas Trunderstandsat the 
second time they approached you was after the death 
of Lillian Hoos when you were again approached by 
Susan Nelles and Phyllis Trayner, and this eventually 
Ted to’ the coffee meeting in the cateteria? 

A. Yeos 

OF Can you tell me what was 
Said during that meeting? 


AG Not=specitically. 


Ox T believe you have told us 
that the general discussion was around concerns 
about the quality of care and the number of deaths, 
can you remember anything else that took place 
during that meeting? 
Ae ipewas ie Gla lity Of care 


and were indeed they picking up soon enough in 


terms of nursing observation and communicating that, 
so were actions being taken quickly enough for these 
babies. 


oO. How did you respond to the 


concerns expressed to you during the meeting, not in 


subsequent actions, but during that meeting do you 
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recall how you responded to these concerns? 

| A. It would be looking at what 
thevr concerns wad been acound the child becoming 
sicker and what actions had they taken, and 


re-enforcing how they had acted responsibly. 


. ; + 
Cen vettiers  omgty . 7 apa way wed Lisa: 
a ri : . 
Jndw an prtdedt of Bipew oe | ody ad ees) ; 
9. 


a : 
ny wot Bilt wht Greg 
~ poiwonad bp a wie ued Gi detrenqto tens 


“1 brit poke? Yots Bar enaldop ah tie veasin - 
| vid butioce vt. Peodtic uf vets va ean 


B/BN/ko 


13) 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne? Grsex: G422 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Fors ter) ‘ 
Ge SO it was your opinion that they | 


had acted appropriately under the circumstances? 


A. Yes. 

Q. And you expressed that to them? 
A. Yes. 

oF I believe you said the third nel 


that Susan Nelles and Phyllis Trayner approached you 


was some time in about the middle of August after there 


had been a further series of deaths? 

Joh. Yes. 

Ok At that time Bertha Bell also 
approached you? 

Ne ees 

OF DO you recall what was said 
Guring that discussion? 

A. It waS not unlike what had been 
Said earlier, but indeed they were feeling the load 


heavier again. 


O% When you say they were feeling 
the load heavier, do you mean their patient load? 

ahs Yes. 

On And other than the patient load, 
were any Other concerns expressed to you? | 


AS Concerns were raised around 


medical back-up and the communication between nursing 
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and medicine. 
Ox What was the concern about 


medical back-up; what do you mean by that? 


A. Avallability of medical staff 
and <-— 
QO. How was that a concern? 
A. Concerns about their availability 


at nighttime, who was and who was not in the hospital, 
and concerns alouusthe Support sthat they felt either 
in attitude or in behaviours. 

02 Al Eeigies Si tamthavingea little 
difficulty understanding what you mean by concerns 
about who was and who was not in the hospital. Can 
you be a bit more specific about what’ the particular 
concern was? 

Ee, Well, it had to do with some of 
the cardiology staff who were not as competent in terms 
of English language, and there had been a back-up 
cardiology staff assigned but that back-up person was 
NOBGCer athe hosputalhall fehe’ time? 

Oe How did the nurses feel that this 
waS a problem? There is an obvious problem with 
communication in the English language, but the fact 
that they were not in the hospital all the time, how 


did they see that as a problem? 
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A. That they were not aS available 
at critical-times. 

On Did this concern centre around 
ae person who was to be on call for the cardiology 
ward? 

Ae Yes. 

© This would be a resident as 
Opposed to the staff cardiologist about whom they were 
expressing concerns? 

A. It would be a cardiology fellow, 
and might I add that the residents changed the 
bequnmimagjlonyJuly, so for the first couple of months 
into a new rotation you have a number of residents who 
May Or may not have pediatric experience and probably 
do not have cardiology experience. 

Q. Was that concern also expressed 
to you by these three nurses? 

Ay Yes 

Os DO fyousrecalliany ~sotherhs pecific 
eoncerns they had sthat stheywexpressed -tosyoukduring 
that conversation? 

A. iSfoirs 

‘OF Again, do you recall how you 


responded to their concerns during that discussion? 


Ae. Again, looking at problem solving 
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what had they done, specific concerns and the concerns 
around communication and how could we indeed approach 


solving that problem. 


Q. Do you recall specifically what 
you said? | 

A. Wo. 

Os Do you recall making any | 


suggestions as to how these problems could be solved? 

pe I remember some suggestions in 
terms of increasing communication with medical staff 
and conveying their concerns to head nurses as well as 
to cardiologists. 

32 During that discussion, did you 
express any concerns about the way these three nurses 
Or any Other nurses had handled the situation? 

Ne NOG «Deda, Gecat Iy. 

De You also indicated yesterday 
that during the fall of 1980 some of the nurses had 
raised the possibility of meeting with a psychiatrist 


On a regular basis to deal with the stress they were 


feeling on the ward. Was this something that was 
unprecedented in the hospital? Did it strike you as 
an unuSual request? 

A. MO sa Creda ty) 110. 


ok Was it something that had been 


: . wen are a 
1 aay 
, 


2 - 


gafv Yiléoltiasea ji (eed any og 


OH 7 ; : 
yim piidtee [feoet yoy od ae . . “4 "A, 
{hevida ed Bivom entslAoswy srg war od a eS : 
a . 
al anclieaprue aoe tz~6dienss TI a a _ , e ‘oo 


Mere Inohban tisiw noitesiaumies palee aor “to ats = - 
26 flew ne deeiwe lewd! d+ Bia eonde ‘bet saben | 


joy bth ned eevdenh: rats ya cent A: oe 


esttcn Sead?’ seers yaw eds siesta stiches) 
shobsens te ots ‘harkadd bat sit ar ine 


~fianes 1 tenes cs: re. | 9 


yabregeey’ b ORAL ore uy? cc a 
fist-eagiun S336. Gee sate ae i . | 
t2isseiroyin edie tn 69 in sna +313 44 etd. get hase. - ba 41) 
eTow YS agora sie ener vals <a 
Ried sec potipacie ee " 
ae uPY. hase sts 7 a 
La a8 = 


- 
cae! 


——_ 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO LTD Browne ; 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


eherys yen 8426 
(Forster) 


done in the past at the hospital? 


A. It was done on a regular basis 
in the Intensive Care Unit and the staff there found 
that very helpful. 
8 is When you say on a regular basis, 
how frequently did the staff in ICU meet with a 
psychiatrist? 
A. I believe it was once a week and 
with the 12 hour shift in rotation, that would mean 
Pate ScaLe would be avallanlesonca ar twice a month 
to meet with the psychiatrist. 
aye When you say it was the staff 
that met with the psychiatrist, was this simply nurses 
Or did it include other members of the hospital staff? 
A. It included the medical staff. 
G: Do you know what the purpose of 
these meetings was? 
i. To help them deal with stress in 
an acute area. 
re When the nurses on 4A/4B were 
raising the possibility of having a psychiatrist, was 
it based on the fact that they knew that there was Such 
a procedure in ICU? 

ae Yes. 


cre Was one of the reasons for having 
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1) | 
Z a psychiatrist in ICU the fact that they were dealing | 
3 probably with more deaths in their situation than, gd 
4 on some of the other wards in the hospital? | 
5| Ay Dethimk @inepartere wasedeaths; 
| GremOr ner espart being hihateteers sa critical area so 
°| the children were really sick and the families were 
| really stressed. 
Sy OK. Kuna kily jel jwanted togask you. a 
| few questions about medication. You indicated that 
10 | for the most part nurses could not administer 
11 medication in the@ivelineytis@that conrect? 
12. A. Below the buretrol, yes. 
O° ALKEsigqhs, Gane that must betdone 

13 

by va docton? 
14 

A. Mes. 

15) On If a doctor is administering a 
16 medication, who in practice normally draws up that 
17 medication? 
18 Ne The doctor generally. 
19 (Oe Other than the emergency situations 
- that you have told us about, I think you indicated an 

emergency nurse might draw up medication for doctors, 
other than the emergency situations, are you aware of 
BE any Other practice on the ward whereby nurses would 
23 draw up medication for doctors to administer IVs? 
24 
25 
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Ae No. 


OF You also indicated that RNs were | 
normally the ones who administered oral digoxin 
because they had, to take therapical’ rate, prior to 


administration; 1as thatwcorrect?2 


Bis iia Asecorrect. 

Q. Was this always the case? 

De As far as I knew, yes. 

0. The reason I ask is if we turn 


to the 4B communication book, at page 64 -- 


THES COMME SSAONERS Thats Exhibit 
number? 

MS. FORSTER: isan SOnry sal doenot | 
have the number on it. 


MS;) CRONK= B00" 

MS. FORSTER: S008 savrid Ge tse the 
second tab. 

‘oF Page 64, and this is under the 


date of November 18th, we were discussing it yesterday. 
It deals with the medication errors respecting digoxin. 
A. Yes. 
OQ. There is a reference in there to 
three occasions on which a relief nurse and one 
OccaSion on which a student gave digoxin at 0900 when 
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1 
2 | perhaps®youvean tell me, didall of those errors involve 
3 oral digoxin? 
4 1 Yes. 
5 | OF In your experience, were student 
| nurses, giving Oral’ digoxin, to patients? 
S A. When supervised. 
f Or I take it student nurses are not 
8 registered nurses? 
9 | Ag That is correct. 
10 Os Well then, there is an exception 
11) Lopthe general rule thateenly ENS give oral digoxin? 
‘of Ae Yes. 
a. O® Was it acceptable for students, 
asva Matter Of Youtine;eto give oral digoxin if they 
14 
were supervised? 
4 A. UeChink=that- would be “better 
16 directed to the head nurse. 
17 | On Do you know if the relief nurses 
18 and the student who made the medication errors in this 
19 instance also drew up the medication? 
A. i assume” so’. 
20 
| OQ. Again, with respect to the 
pr student, that would be contrary to the hospital 
= protocol which requires that RNs draw up medication? 
23 AS Again, she would have been 
24 
25 
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1 
2 Supervised by a RN. 
3 Ox Busy Viwouldins pi aibe ccontrary 
4 COMenewprotocoMiwh teh trequiresar RN to draw up 
5 pea ions 
| Xe Yesi. 
6 
O- Again, do you know whether, as 
/ a matter of practice, student nurses often prepared 
8 medications under supervision? 
? A. Generally they did. 
10| 02 They did? 
11 A. Yes. 
12 | O% Are medications normally all 
c drawn up at the beginning of a shift? 
A. No. 
14 
Qe They are drawn up when needed? 
3 A. Just prior to administering 
16 the medication to the patient. 
17 
18 | 
19 Pd at 
20 
21 
ae 
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O¢ Your also aindvcatea to Mi'ss 


Cronk last. week that you had thought that digoxin 
was» on?the crash carts in 4A/4B? 
| Ax Xess 

Ox Had "youre ver seen digoxin 
Cn cie erasnerarts on the ward: 

A. IMeOCHEYM Wards, yes? I 
Can’ t Say Specifically tore 4a76. 

O° Your JuSt* can't remember 
One way or the other? 

A. No. 

Os All right. What made you 
think that digoxin would be on the crash carts 
on that ward? 

A. Because I have seen it on 
Crash? carts 

O* Pana Ply vourd) sOeandicated 
I thought that at that time during the nine month 
period under review that epinephrine on the crash 
carts was in the form of pre-mixed syringes? 

A. i Lnda cated™=to — can I? go 


backsto that jist 


©7 Yes. 
TNs oo, eer al 
Q. Do you have before you a 
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CODY sOT sBxhib1 t, 20 42 

AR Can you give me a formal 
heading, for 1.62 
| On Yesp-tes gotetheticovering 
memorandum from Douglas Snedden dated April 13th | 
as Sehertrontepage: 

ay Nes ial ecdo. 

oO: Vanwlbaskey Ou to turns to. the 
second page of the manual, it is the third page 


ofi the document? 


Is res 

OF And that page starts with | 
SiLepe on 

[ENS wes. 

oy Andraty you gos downs to 


Stepayeandetookaatatherzight=hand column it says: 
"Thesodium bicarbonate 8.42 
pera centaandiepinephranee 1s to. 107.000 | 
come in pre-mixed syringes that 
require only the screwing in of the 
barrel) containing®s theedrags?s Further 
Supply of these and other drugs are 


imé the@top drawer of the crash cart. 
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(Forster) 


8433 


| 2 BUD LOS oo teri le water and lum. 


1 
3 epinephwine | to L000." 
Bs. West. 
4 
| Op lutcakey ig Gromp,that,. Miss 
>| Browne, that if epinephrine 1 to 20,000 was required 
| ‘ it would require mixed in by a nurse or somebody 
7 atetne resuscitation, Pam hatrcomuect? 
3 8 Ne That wets eC Omnue Cin 
| 9) MS ~ BEORSTER: Thank you, those are 
t0| all my questions. 
| a | THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 
| baeys Pehohae ty 
12 
| CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. HUNT: 
| | Oe Ms. Browne, my name is Hunt 
14 and we represent the Attorney General and the 
| 15 Solicitor General in this matter. 
16 You mentioned yesterday that you 
17 | had some written information from the Police. I 
| s take it you are referring to a statement? 
| A. It was the statement in 
| He question yesterday; it is not a signed statement. 
| a4 Q. All right. When was the last 
ce time you looked at that? 
22) ne Last week. 
23 | Q. And was that in connection with 
| . 
25 


ee iM sees mort (ds ata Af: 20 val 
Kevivpe: aéw 000,05 ea [ sarwaauiign 329 ssa 

1 = yy 

} yhod moe .310 Sete) 5 Vel nf bsxim 3 3: 


Sui tas yearly et nordersaabo es a 
i 


,7oSttov ak dod? A - 
ors Sarit | Woy Aeyierey ee hasty eM in i) ra 


| | sesso i 8 


OLBELMNOS ABT 


OY ANAT | ses 


PHU 1M te MOEE 


rmgh ef Smet yn ,ouwesd ak 0 | yy 7 


otis pas Lbxeqsn yerited af Sta saneees et 


* naaaie put Rit 18 sa ae ‘tort 


Lay 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Browne, cr.ex. 8434 
Aesiiiehsd 


preparing for your evidence here? 

A. Yes. 

Ox And you read it with a view 
aSeEORLCTTeShInNg youn memory as to what you told 
them at that time? 

A. eke here ke yee 

Oz Did you read it with a view 
to refreshing your memory with respect to what you 


told the Police at that time? 


re Vesa 

Or DUC eyVOUmE i ndethatethat 
assisted you? 

A. osc soit dete an Verve good 


record of what had transpired. 

Oz My .question = I want you to 
GetetnUsestraigiteatethesoutset . oT want, you, to 
Pes lenscamenul! yeacvOmmyeuest ion, .allearight. Did 
you find it assisted you? 

Be ye Si. 


(ely All wights Do youvhaveuthat 


statement here? 


A. LGsiSwimemy brief case. 

OF fewODKGGR Le. TecouLdesee fit. 
please. 

MS. KITELY: 9Mr. Commissioner, I 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne r (ee nee.<A 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


guess we now have to deal with the issue of Chics 
Stacenent.. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We now nave to 
deal with the problem, yes. 

MR. HUNT: It seems it is ona 
Gitterent plane at this point. Lf the witness 
has refreshed her memory for the purpose of giving 
evidence we are no longer just dealing with the 
relevance in the abstract we are now dealing with 
something that by virtue of the fact that she has 
Cea leew Ii Order 10 Drepare- Nersert LO 
testify and my submission becomes something in the 
cross-examination --- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Then it applies 
Of Course to every statement-. if that’is so rt 
applies to every statement because every witness 
Nas been given any statements that the Police’ have 
taken from them. 

MEPCHUNT . Welt, “Ltemaytdepend on 
whether they have used it to refresh their memory 
OileuOt. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, it would 


be rather foolish if they were given the statement 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Cros. 8436 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hare) 
J 
2 Sontrany. 
3 dns COMMISSLONER:) SDosyourthinks your 
4 experience with witnesses is such that you think 
E es wouldn't be strange at all? 
Miu ele OU UCertncleat hat Not 
, strange in any circumstances. 
d THE COMMISSIONER: Well, they 
8 wouldn't have much opportunity because Miss Cronk 
9] and her own counsel would be present and the 
10 Statement would doubtless be read to them. That 
111 1s the problem. If this statement is released 
‘et then all statements have to be released to everyone 
anagatneresare so many —chingsson these — statements. 
This is what is worrying me. They shouldn't be 
- there s—ewel baa iedomutasay they shouldnttsebe there, 
15 a policeman has a right to ask any questions he 
16 wants but some of the responses are scandalous 
17 and I just don't want them released. 
18 Mi aAsiUN Teel Pr Steot sable ek should 
i indicate that what I want to do in seeing this, 
because I have statements that were taken by the 
sy Police suhnat thesCrowne came into spossessiion, i want 
a to make sure that we are both dealing with the 
22 Same document and if we are then I don't intend 
23 to make reference to anything that is scandalous 
24 
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peeeistiac  Broqneygcr em: age | 
(Hunt) 
1 | 
2 Tireier and that tay be a separate ©SSue as lO 
3 whether=or not 1t ts"relevant to"deal with that: 
4 | THE COMMISSIONER: Well, no, if you 
5 | can see it on the basis solely that she used it to | 
, refresh her memory then anyone can see it. | 
| MR. HUNT: Oj eirar C1 ee. | 
; THE COMMISSIONER: “But [can’t make 
° aespeciial order sone, OU. =) rot, ase! did in the 
9 | ease of Dr. Fowler, make-a specral ordéer*=tor Susan 
10 Neltves because newsald something’ contrary to her. 
ii This 1S the real problem that IT am”™faced with and 
12. ir dente see thatethis.—— retake re Liat you | 
13 | have a statement of some kind? 
MRe-HUNT?"FYes-” I °suspect*that 
= what I have is the same as the one that the witness 
18 is reterring, tom Lae eretntena tO Goeintovan 
16 area that Miss Cronk raised yesterday that involved 
7 this"witness**discussions with the=Police-on~a 
18 specific matecer anda »berores! do vl want to make 
ra Sure thatel am@®not dealing®with* something’ that 1s 
20 different than what the witness was basing her 
evidence on yesterday. 
MS. CRONK: 1 Pdone KNOW Sil, 
ae Whetner@ rt WOUldeasscrSst Orenoly put 1f that’s the 
23 only present purpose for which Mr. Hunt wants to 
24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Browne, crEr.ex. 8438 
(Hunt) 


see the statement in the witness' possession, I 
Know what Tohavey Itknowswhat MroeHuntehas andiait 
would be an easy matter for me to confirm whether 
or not we are talking about the same document that 
the witness has. 

MSe hifhov: = Migne) le respond to 
thatyeesir. 

THEM COMMISSIONER -SeVes - 

MSS HWITELYS O80) Davesa drfiiculty 
even with the solution proposed by Miss Cronk and 
that is that I understand while you hadn't made 
a firm ruling youlhadimaderoneeto thereftect that 
the statements would only become an issue when the 
witness has said something that is prejudicial 
tObavpactLloulareparty. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you leave 
Our the only,eeleamepreparedy toysay= “then does 
become an issue" when she says something contrary 
COWauUpantiLCugan partys: Manwnot toosmsures that 
that is so, that's why I was asking for one 
thing - what concerns me of course is not really 
so much Mr, Hunt's problem it/is’the problem: that 
we are going to have with witnesses who have made 
statements or alleged to have had statements 


attributed to them which have inadmissible evidence 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD BEOWREg aC ia. Cx 8439 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 


within them, allegations against other people 

which are totally inadmissible and which I wouldn't 
al OwM toe bee gaveneatNow, thattiemenesrealgproblem 
esac I have and that is the basic reason why I 
hesitate to have these statements made available 

to everybody, that's all. 

NOW, Minethisvpartrcular anstance TI 
dons etna nketthateanat 1S so. ~1 don't think that 
that’ is SO in this partacular.casem ein v any, event, 
the witness has said nothing contrary to any 
individual party anyway that I can remember. 

Welle Aaimthis were aycriminals trial 
If wouldnvtG@anaverany teroubderwith at atiallvbut 
you wouldn't be the one who would be asking, it 
would be the accused. 

MR. HUNT: I would be telling you 
why you shouldn't let anybody see it. 

THE, COMMISS TONER: Thats: 27 ole: 

TV wouldn tnavesanyvetroub ec) with at at all if 
LAVSeWeteaadecrininaletrial, Out it 1S bra 
CrAmMiiclecll al al te Loman Cur y. 

MR. HUNT: Well, I am quite content 
to adopt the solution that was suggested by Miss 
Cronk on this occasion because that would provide 


me with the assurance that I need before I can 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Browne,sCl «ex. 
(Hunt) 8440 


Proceed any “farther. 

His; COMMISS LONER: No, Miss Kitely 
Nas opyected to that. © think what I am going to 
ask you to do is to assume that they are the same 
without being told that and proceed accordingly 
because I haven"t made a ruling on this. 

Mr. Labow, you want to say 


SOmethiIng about this ? 


MR. LABOW: Mr. Commissioner, I should 


tell you now that I am going to make very similar 
representations to you when my chance to cross- 
examine comes up and I don't have any semblance 


OL a Statement Erom this witness to refer to. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Cr.ex. 844] 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Hunt) 
1 
2 
D/DM/ak THE COMMISSIONER: Maybe you will 
3 . 
know something about it by the time Mr. Hunt is 


theoughye eden tiknow. At any rate 1 am not going 
5 to, order the statement produced yet, so, all right: 
6 MR. HUNT: Thankee7ou,stlawisll proceed 
7 on thateassumption, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Uieesy chearlLy 
Somethings! ' mM Gelng toOmhaverco-givemasgreat deal 


Gia thonughteandseerlonts tom oecalicem mute ss gOrng’ tomcone 


Upseqarneand Medontercally thinkyit is a major 
Criusismingthils one: but wistemay Curnsout-—andrl® may 
12 have to have the witness back but I will take that 
13 Chance mea ming at. 

14 Mee HUNT: Oe Now, Mrs. Browne, 
you as I understand it spent more of your time 


dealing with the patients than you did with the 


16 
Nuesingestablt = 
A PhalLersecoreecus 
ie Oe And that would be true through- 
19) OutSEhicsDonTodmEron duly ioLales Oto sMarchtoEeloel? 
20 ry Yes. 
21 On What I want to ask you is, 
22 ineshatepertod of time, did youetind that in dealing 


with the parents concerning the deaths of the 


children, did you find you were having to confront 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne Glin. eX. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO u 
(Hunt) 


aneelementaofssUurprisesongthespantiof theyoarents? 
A. Tacanithiunkwofsascouple of 
instances where I did. 


OG. Dud, youmt inde Chale theseerement 


Ofesurpuise that you had=te confront related basically) 


to the fact that.the chuberdiedgat aupanticulanipoint 
in time? 

A. Dnatwoulnsbance st 

O# Isewhat you are telling me that 
only on two instances that you dealt with an element 
of Surprise in your deablingsawi th thesparents? 

A. Ly myimemony, eyes. 

Ox In your memory. So in other 
cases theredid not seem to be any issue of a death 
ateansunexpectedepointeinttrmmesas farvas the parents 
were concerned? 

a ThaceLsnathiard one to say 
when you are dealing with grief reaction. 

Or. I appreciate there would be 
quiet eimereeveryecase,moubulisuggest to you that sur- 
orise is something that can accompany grief ina 
particular case where death was not expected at that 
point in time, although it may have been anticipated 
at some time. 


Ey That may be true, I think it 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO, LTD 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


BLOWNG;. Cl eer. 
(Hunt) 


the 
also denends or/ parents understanding of what is 


going on with the child?landgunderstanding of the 


heart problem. 


Ox Who were the two that were 
surprised? 

As Amber Dawson comes to mind, 
and Brian Gage. 

OF DLasyon déal withiumMres or Mrs} — 


the parents of Baby Pacsai? 

A. No, Janet Beed did. 

Oi Now, you told us about being 
approached at the end of July and again in mid-August; 
in July by Nurses Nelles and Trayner, and in mid- 
August by Nurses Nelles, Trayner and Bell. With 
respect to the deaths on the ward. You have indicated 
to my friends that this was appropriate that they 
cCoOmextoryouewlthptiesesconcerns? 

A. Vese 


DO. My question to you is, had 


this ever happened to you before? 


A. Yes. 

Oa With respect to Wards 4A and. 4B? 
A. ves... 

Op How many times? 

A. It was seven and a half years' 
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worth, that 1s Hard tossayr 

0% Well, give: bc astry., 

Res I could say almost inevitably 
when there was a death on a ward indeed there was 
an approach and there was discussion around what 
had happened. 

Ox Well, I am concerned with the 
Darticular type of discussion thal youmhave® told ‘us 
that you were involved in on this occasion, which as 
I understood it from your evidence involved not just 
the deaths but questions about the cause of death. 

PW. I would say that was more 
Marked at that point in” tame. 

OF So your experience is that 
you have’ had nurses” come to you with concern over 
deaths=  “l™takewit that is not unnatural for nurses 
to experience a particular’ grief over deaths=when 
they are involved in the care of that patient? 


As That 4's true. 


oF But the thing that distinguishes 


what happened in July and August this time was that 
there was, in addition to what may be a basic 
element of grief over the situation, there was a 
concern over the cause of death? 


A. Yes. 
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1 
| 
Z 
D5 OF And had that happened to you 
| ; before? 
| : A. In ‘some situations. 
S| O- DRtakerwLtine® as many -Siittations 
| 6 as you were confronted with nurses who had problems 
7 | G6verydeaths sonrchildren? 
: 8 A. tia. teiis StLues 
| g OV Now, in July or August did 
any nurses, other than the three that we have 
| - mentioned, come to you with their concern about 
7 deaths? 
| 12 Ae iean' tC recall snecifically. 
| 13 oe betakeeit thatiiivsomeone 
fa else hadvitemayewell svand outein your mind just 
| 15 as the discussions with Trayner, Nelles and Bell 
{6 Stand seu im *younerii nd? 
| An Beenrqnitypel Cwouldsdepend von 
| : the circumstances. 
ue Os Dealing with the first occasion 
| 19 mio ype bethanksyourwsatd this occurred sin the 
20 morning? 
Ft A. resis 
| 22 OF Was it over coffee, or was 
73 this at a regular meeting, or an informal meeting 
| oF between the three of vou? 
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(Hunt) 
A. It was an informal meeting at 


the change of enettieas Lestarted tne, day. 

Or Now, we, have, heard, sort.of 
generally what was discussed. I am interested more 
specifically who said what. I appreciate this is 
going back some years, but can vou indicate for us 


wiow led the diseussiongac tiheatert1me,allt. anyones 


A. Myasecollection on one occasion 
was that Phyllis led the discussion. 
Oi. That was on one of the either 


July or August.occasions? 


LNG Ves 

@ youmean tt recall lewhichsone: 
TNS. No. 

Os ADUSHOWAWaASe LDG? LODICeOL 


the issue presented to you? Let's deal with July 
figsteot alla lipvyeupeany separate, the. two, si f,~you 
can te jJuStase we 

A. I don't think I can separate 
them. 

‘Oke AlIStricqht.n. How wasethe, issue 
DLeSentedato Vouseds fareassyou can recall the first 
time it was raised? 

A. It was concerns about what 


had happened in the night that she was upset. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO . 
(Hun) 
io es YOU, cay she, are .you relerring 


tO Nurse Trayner: 

A. Is that what you wanted me to 
comment on? 

LO fe Yes, JUscaso0 Ong, dS We are 
on the same wavelength. 


A’ Yes. Concern again about 


what had been done nursing-wise. 

OF When you use the word "concern" 
which is a fairly general observation, can you be 
more specific as to what the nature of the concern 
was? 

ras fect nneeCane OnLy. Gucss eat 
the detail as I have been already,in terms of the 
concerns about their nursing observations, reviewing 
what they had done; what signs they had that things 
were not well with the baby; what they had done 
wren tha tein terms of alerting the medical*statt . 

OF Were you asked in effect to 
review the events leading up to the death of the 
baby with a view to commenting on the adequacy of 
the response of the nurses? 

A. Ina general sense not from 
recorded information, but from their discussing what 


had happened. 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO 


(Hunt) 
1 
2 
OG And it was with a view to 
: having you comment on the adequacy or the appropriate- 
4 ness of the treatment given? 
5| Ae Yes. 
6 Ois How long did those discussions 
7 take? 
P A. L5e0L020 minutes mayber 
| OF ANGSUUtakem1t. thatvangood 
| portion of that time was spent discussing the 
a events leading up to the death of the child, and 
11) Chev eliniealahistorvaot.,the child at that. point in 
12| time? 
13 | Ae some, “almost more (time*was 
14 spent around theories. 
1s OF In the course of the discussion 
was there anyone who took part more than anyone else? 
| You have indicated that you recollect on one occasion 
ef Nurse Trayner led the discussion, is that your 
18 recollection of both meetings? 
19 A. Both meetings I have trouble 
20 separating because it wasn't just with one nurse, 
21 | it would be who was joining in, because it was in the 
97 open space of the nursing station. 
ee Oy Well, is what you are telling 
us then that your recollection of the meetings is 
24 
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that Nurse Trayner led the discussion? 


AS On one occasion. 

Oe But you can’t separate the 
two occasions? 

De I can remember one occasion 


where she led the discussion. 

Oe And then you have no recollec- 
tion as to who led the discussion, if anyone, on 
the other occasion? 

A. They were more general 
discussions as I recall. 

OF On the occasion when Nurse 
Bell was present, was that by pre-arrangement, or 
did she just happen to be there when the discussion 
took place? 

AS She hanpened to be there, 
she was the team leader on the 4B side, so again 
she was a logical one to be in the nurses’ station 
finishing up her work at that time of the morning. 

Q. So basically the people who 
sought you out on both occasions were the same two, 
Trayner and Nelles, and On one occasion Nurse Belly 
happened to be present because of the location where 
LUUomOLenssi on took. place ,.1c. that fair? 


ee Ves. 
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(Hunt) 


G2 Now, you mentioned that in 
addvei1on to stress*’and concern’ that was causing 
agviticublty -to the Trayner wean, eilaesthere=were 
conflictstor+ a conflict of some sort that existed. 
fe took Tevchateyouemeant with respect. to that 
particular team? 

AS Inesthercontext thatertiwas 
raised, yes. 

QO? Can you just elaborate on what 
yOu MeantebytconEtict. 

A. Well, can I say it wasn't 
firsthand involvement aroundSthe!issuenof@contilict, 


it was my awareness in discussion with the head 


nurse. 

Oe PPamesorry, .lLte®wascyourlown 
awareness? 

A. It was awareness raised by 
the head nurse. 

OY Awareness that you were made 


awareubyetheunead nursesofothetconfliet; because 
imtakehiteot voursroleceassat liaison persontreally? 
AG 2S. 
OD. What was the nature of the 
conflict that you became aware of? 
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(Hunt) 


particularly unusual forbany *group ofspeopleésworking 


together ina stressful situation. 


OQ, You.can comment on 1t afterwards 


if you could, but just@teld imertiirstywhat thetnature 


Of the contlictawas? 

A. My understanding of it at 
that time was that some difficulties in working 
together in the sense of trusting one another on 
the team, and in terms of delegating or respecting 


thetroie ofthe othere 


Or Anything else? 
i Oe asecmretl. b Gary recall. 
a Dide thaseconflictmanvolive 


any of the members of the team? 

A. Primarily it was identified 
as involvement between Phyllis Trayner and Susan 
Nelles, but indeed that affected the whole team. 


Ws So tnatitiehavesttcstraLgnc, 


the conflict as you understood it involved just the 


two nurses, but I suppose of necessity the fact of 
the conflict had some effect on the whole team? 


As That Ts correct. 


Ck Now this conflict with respect 


toctrustpand delegationvofjauthority of respect, 


when did you become aware of the existence of it? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Hunt) 
AY I believe it was the fall. 
O: The fall @feLosue 
A. Nueiee 
Or Do*yousreeal Pewhen=in =the fall? 
A. No. 
Q% And at the time that you 


became aware of it, do you know how long the conflict 
had existed? 

AC IT think I had assumed that 
that was a part of their coming together as a team 


With the move trom -tuewrLtttn £loor to the fourth 


POO. 

0. Which occurred some time in 
the spring? 

A. April. 

oO: io Ne pesh lag 

A. Vea 

Ofs So you Neard about +t 12n the 


fall and at that time you were under the impression 
that it had existed for some number of months prior 
Eon that pointers Lime. 

A. Yes: 

oe Now, at the time that you were 
made aware of it were you given any specific informa- 


tion by way of an example of the manner in which the 


a 


i! 53 


as 


4ni Lina 


a 


oft ni ar sode bra BOX 0m 


nofeesignt of sehne anew 
: Pl em aa 
“a0hagq. addnom. te aiedinn 


jot of sv of xnoelt2ag? rr aia now ovo sis arkw 


ang 
mg 13 
4 
rf 


Pain end waw 9) vedo: iz . ih yhaben " 
en ge] te 1 Twa. ‘adr " w a st a 


ia deter Dlesss ey a 


¥AN? Sores 


Olt. phol em 


baneeh be 


Pi Votsa60% 


aioe Dew tusoe mand «0 phim 2! 
«Liagk. oA 7. marty 


ai’ .cdie baad a) 


woank tery. Cb wt Pe o1awE aneosd 


» 


ites 


7) oo ee La 


ae of a ie ee 


-6 i Pi 
a . 


Sha rebes bat 


l -oltritia > 1 oe io 


Hoimonm tbeds te the exw ast 


4 


eee ee ae ee en 
aah +297, nat 


vo 


. 


Browne, (CL ..ex. 8453 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. (Bunt) 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


conflict may have manifested itself? 
| A. Not that I remember, no. 

O7 Did you yourself see any 
indications in your experience on the ward that 
indicated the lack of trust between the two, or 
diiraculries: allocating eles polsl bl itty or lack ort 
respect? 

A. No. 

On Did you ever discuss the 
Gonflict with either Gr” both of the* two-nurses? 


JN No. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, cr.ex. 8454 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Hunt 
On Did you ever discuss the fact of 


the conflict with anyone else? I mean, was this viewed 


as the sort of problem that you would take to someone 


that you dealt with? 


A. No, 1t was being handled by the 
head nurse. 

OF Who was the head nurse who was 
handling that? 

A. Liz Radojewski. 

Ors Now, by October, mid or late 


October, the concern that you have discussed with us 
over the deaths of babies had been reigning for 
approximately three months? 

Nes Yes. 

QO. And that is the point in time 
when we noticed in therecords yesterday, I think 
Exhibit 300, the reference to obtaining some 
psychiatric counselling for the nurses? 

A. HeoWaS eraised at that point, but 
it had been raised the middle of August. 

OF so the first time that came up 
was the middle of August? 

Ne Less 

Q. The next time it came up was 


October? 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Hae 
1 
2 ae Yes. 
3 | : GO: iy lies i nteisimy, as; far age you, ae:| 
4 awale, nO, seeps, weke taken. to, arranges for that 
5| psychiatric counselling? 
Be: My understanding was a request 
: had been made for that and the outcome of that request 
a was that a psychiatrist was made available ona 
8 limited basis for certain children and families on 
9 | the ward. 
10 Or Now, you indicated to my friend, 
11 Ms. FOrster, that psychiatric counselling for nurses 
1a | was not something that was unheard of in your 
experience? 
13 
A. AMgysiw SBsheelepque Tene A 
14 
OF Had it been done before on Wards 
We 4A and 4B or the predecessor cardiac ward? 
16 A. I think we had on one or two 
i occasions, and it had evolved out of consultation with 
18 Gnesol Unespsycrratri ste around, a) particular child, 
19 but it waS not an organized -- 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: What about the 
psychiatrist that came to the ICU, would he not be 
as available to any nurse who wanted to see him? 
e THE WITNESS : No, it was an arrange- 
23 ment, it was an outside psychiatrist that came in for 
24 
25 
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EhatesDecl i Ce nur DOSeurOrmther restart. 


THE sCOMMiISS TONER: ict O Leethic ee LCU? 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Vos yma eciaht. 
MRUeHUNT Oe OAL bright. 8Now, you 


have indicated thatly Outi ike ta nadeoccurreduon one 


Or two prior occasions with respect to the cardiac 


ward? 
A. Yes. 
On Do you recall when? 
DS. ISheecdbiwi tenia erinss Of eon. . 1 


SannoteouteL tal neatermseorsdate:. 
Os Pee ugn ty One bhesoccas1 On. Or 
occasions where it had happened before, to your 
knowledge, it arose aS a result of a need for 
counselling over the death of a patient? 
A. Not necessarily the death of a 
patient, no. 


Q. JAE ae We fp hiese 


Speculate on what it was because this may be of some 


Significance, this whole area, but can you try and be 
aS precise in your recollection as you can as to when 


before and with respect to what nurses in the cardiac 


ward received psychiatric counselling? 
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mind were children who were in the hospital for two or 
three months, and it was not around death of those 
children but it was around the stresses and problems 
related "tO a prolonged hospitalization for the child 
anawehberfamily. 

we So on the other occasions we 
Were dealing with, the 19S9tle" arose as a result Of 
Stress that was associated with simply prolonged 
hospitalization of very sick children? 

ibe Yes. 

Q. Thee scecasion, by October , 
waS involved with the deaths now of a considerable 
number of patients where there was concern over -- 
where there was the stress involved with those deaths 
as well asS”~concern Over the cause of death? 

A. esr 

Whs Pople rEgicr, “NOW, that pareicular 
type of problem, I suggest to you, was unprecedented 
by mid-October in your experience? 

Ne I would have to say yes in terms 
Or “4A/78B. 

on Well, is there any reason why, 
to your knowledge, the idea of psychiatric Aaene Shan 
was not picked up on between August when it was raised 


ana October? 
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TNA I do not know why. 
Of You have indicated that 


Ultimately if didunot Stauine thats, counselling of 
Nurses, UntrlgsAprial? 

A. Thateisecorrect: 

OF Which was after obviously the 
events of March that we have been concerned with for 
so long in this Commission? 

A. Yes. 

oF Between October and*April,. to 
your knowledge, was the question of psychiatric 
counselling raised again or carried any further than 
it ea been by October? 

A. Tigwasmravsedtagatny Tabelieve, 
in December, and I would refer to the communication 
book for that time. The question was raised whether 
we would approach Andrea Frewin, who was a mental 
health nursingnconsultanteingthe hospital; torprevide 
a similar service, and it was raised again ina 
meeting in January and would be taken to the team 
leaders of both 4A and 4B to decide if they would be 


willing’ to go, that routes 


OF Well; ndidethat takeuplace? 
Mee No. 
a. Was there some reason why -- I 
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guess what I am looking for is why something did not 
happen with respect to these requests. 

A. My understanding when it was 
raised in January was that it would be taken to a team 
leader day, a day set aside to discuss management 
issues on the ward, and that took place March 10th. 
Prcannoe ctelrevyOusthre, OUuccCOMe OL that in) terms of 
whether the team leaders decided that yes, they would 
like Andrea Frewin to be available to them or not. 

Ohe Now, did you at some point in 
time form an impression, as the concern about deaths 
continued, that the deaths were happening in the 
presence of One particular team? | 

Dee Not really until the fall. 

Oz Did you form an impression at 
some point in time that the deaths, in addition to 
occurring in the presence of one particular team, were 
occurring during the nighttime or a particular period 
in the nighttime? 

TNs NOt COnsciOusly nti March OL 
to wae, 

OF Now, the discussion about 
Splitting the team up, again I think we saw Pepe renice 
to that in the fall in the notes for October? 


a Yes. 
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Or Was that the first time that that 
particular response to the situation was discussed? 

AS Yes. 

OF Now, I waS not clear on your 
answer yesterday. Was this discussion about splitting 
the team up centred on just the Trayner team or was it 
all of the teams who were involved? 

A. It was all of the teams because 
if you split one team then you reorganize the other 
teams. 

Os Well, you could split one team 
withoutenecessaniulys InvOlvung, ahs ofthese other’ teams. 
I appreciate that you need to involve at least one 
other team, bum —— 

as Okay. 

Or. i,am trying, to get a feed, for 
just how general this split up or reorganization was 
thought to be or how general it was as it was 
discussed) 6Getiate DOL n grime. 

Aw Could you ask that again, I am 
SOL. 

QO. How general was the reorgani- 
zation that was being discussed at that point in 
time? 


A; How general in terms of impact 
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on all the nurses? 

OF Pn terms oLfall che®nursing 

teams on 4A and 4B. 
| AY I@think, alleof the nurses Looked 
at 1t aS potentially affecting® them? 

OF Would it be fair to say that 
what you had by October was concern about the deaths 
that were happening with respect to patients that the 
Trayner team was looking after, the stress that those 
particular nurses were under, and a considered 
response Gvorthee®siuuatlonsoGespilitting up ttharrrceam 
with whatever impact or effect that might have on one 
or more of the other teams? 

A. Yes. 

QO. But essentially, the concern was 
waS it a good idea to split up the Trayner team? 

Bye I would say that was the base of 
it)tyes: 

Os Now, does that sort of thing 
often happen in your experience? I do not mean just 
reorganizing a team because somebody leaves the 
hospital or somebody goes somewhere else, but where 
in response to a particular situation the team is 
split up? 


A. Wequess*i jwouldisay, not Ineterms 
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of response to a Situation, but there are situations 
arise where-there is conflict within a team and 
OnewovtLOnesOrnresolvingethat contliett isetoRchange 
the components of the team. 

OF Well, this team, as you have 
alreadyeind cated, ehadacontitetesurrounding) it ,mat 
least in terms of Nelles and Trayner? 


Ae Yes. 


OF LTeaacleron ~~ stenad? tie 
situation as it prevailed in October regarding the 
concern over the number of deaths that had happened 
Since July and “he concernpeovermthe causesof some of 
those deaths? 


(As Yes. 


of What was the reason why the team 
was not split up? I mean, I am looking at it from an 
outsider's!point Ofsview, -andfit» seems toyme sto beta 
fairly reasonable suggested response to the situation 
that prevailed in October, and why did it not happen? 

A. I think their response was not 
unlike the response of other teams, that there had 
been a fair bit of reorganization happen with the 
changes to tne 4 ene itoomeingApren).) Thereshadgbeen a 
fair staf£ turnover through that period into the 


summer, and so people were really feeling the need of 
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establishing stable teams and feeling secure with the 
other members of the team. So they were just beginning 
ROwestablicherlat, sO sto Ehink Of upsetting that did 
not Sit well with any of the teams. 

OR Well, was there some concern on 
the part of other teams of not wanting to have members 


of the Trayner team on their team? 


A. OMavGeSnOLe pick that up at all, 
nos 

O7 Well*+/’whose decision would it 
have been*to-split” the*team=up or not@split’it up? 

A. It would have been the head 


nurse’ s'decision. 


QO. That 1s Liz Radojewski? 
A. Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Who was at that 


meeting? I have lost track of the meeting now, but -- 
THE WITNESS: It was the meeting at 


Meredrth'seon October 23rd. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Canevou find 1t. for 
me quickly? 

THE WITNESS: I should be able to. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Pmeaoes not matter 


whether you. can# do! a4 qurekiy=or note 


MSs KITELY= Mra2 Commissioner, it is 
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Exitipbt 30 at pageres 


THE ;COMMISS TONER: ~& pruobablyshavevit 
here. 

THE WITNESS: Thanks you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The reason I ask is 
ence thOUGhe-—= at caste think lam -Laognt on, this, 


although Mrs. Trayner appears to be there, was Miss | 


Nelles there at that meeting? 


THE WITNESS: NOt as, recorded, no. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Tiemcace cthac =e 


Says somewhere, where is the reference to not -- 


THE WITNESS: Diet Seat tie lve by 
beginning, slr. 

Moo eh TEEY: Right after the date, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We do not need our 


team to break up. 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Was that not a 


statement made by the team leader of 4B? 
THE WITNESS: Yes j.2 twas. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, does it apply 


to both teams? Sorry, were you there? 


THE WITNESS: Yes, I was. 
THE COMMISSIONER: You were there? 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Then you can help us 
by telling us was it both teams that wanted to stay 


together or was it just 4B? 
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8466 
1 
F Z THE WITNESS: It was a meeting of 
BB7Cr 
3 both 4A and 4B staff and the general feeling was 
al that none of the teams wanted to be split up. 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Well, in some 
: senses would the two teams consider themselves one 
6 
atrall? 
q THE WITNESS: In some sense, perhaps 
8 at that time because a lot of the staff had worked 
9 | Cogeuher asea “team prior to tim Ss time: 
10 Inewethnereching perhaps to clarify 
1 | in terms of the 4A and 4B involvement because indeed 
| the wards were so close together and shared a 
2 common NULSiIngG Station Mi teyour were shore on 4A, 
| Ape starry wouldthelp out atethey coulde’ So, it was 
14 that kind of a supportive arrangement. 
15 MR. HUNT: Q. Well, inasmuch as 
16 Dew Ceaime wasn tacplicwupeet. that point sm time, 
17 I take it that there wasn't any concern about the 
18 adequacy of the nursing care that the team was 
r able to deliver to the patients? 
Awe TiatVesVcorreccy 
20 
| OF Because if there had been that 
“A kind of concern I take it something would have been 
2: done? 
ox) A. Yes. 
. 
as 
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1 
y) Os So, in October it wasn't 
3 felt that this team was the sort of team who would 
n make a lot of mistakes. and put the health of the 

patients in jeopardy? 
? Ae MiateisSecorrect, 
g or Now, did a point in time 
7 come when other nurses or other nursing teams 
8 became concerned and expressed to you about the 
9 | amount of time and concern that was being focussed 
10 on the Trayner team? 
De esi 
11 
Oo: When did that happen? 
. Ass Gler Referens” Tal renee Geant 
tellevourli it wassthestall or the, spring. 
14 ON NIL Seakep pier “ice serene dh 
1s draw the inference that the concern about the 
16 Situation that the Trayner team was in in terms 
17 of these deathszgand the Ponce Over them and the 
te stress, wasn't something that was simply a matter 
of discussion at these meetings, these few meetings 

that we see recorded in the books, but this was 
oe something that was - it was a fact of life ona 
21 day-to-day basis right through this whole period? 
22 A. Certainly the other teams 
a9 were aware of it, yes. 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO. ONTARIO Browne P cr . ex ? 84 6 8 
(Hunt) 
Ov And this commenced some time 


I would think prior to October, this feeling that 

there was a problem and one that required a certain 

amount of time and discussion to finally resolve? 
ve 12s. 

Sin And this started going back 
in the summer of '80? 

AY Yes. 

oe Continued right through 
COMMA Cel tO feao le, 

Ei. Perrodically,. yes. 

OF AI rront. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you say 
the other teams. My last note here was that the 
complaintedidn' ttake place until the spring and 
of course the spring is after March 21st. You say 
that there were some awareness, some discussion 
with the other team? 

THE WITNESS: Some concerns raised 
by other members of other teams. 

THE “COMMISSIONER: About what? 

THE WITNESS: About the time and 
attention that was-given to that particular team. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well then, I 


am wrong about the spring, it wasn't, it was from 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


ek Browne, cr.ex. 8469 
(Hunt) 
1 
2 the beginning? 
3 THteWi TNE Sse evescras lo gus tecan, t 
4 pinpoint at exactly what time that feedback came 
5 from other members. 
Me oeHUNLS sWellanel amresying to 
2 get a feel for the atmosphere as it existed at the 
j various points in time but certainly from the 
8 summer of °80 through@to Marnch-ofe+slainsofar as 
9 the problem that the Trayner team was in is 
10 concerned and the inference that I draw from this 
1 is that this was an issue that was certainly 
a well known to everybody working on the cardiac 
wards 4A/4B? 
13 
TNE Ves 
i O. It was an important one in 
15 the sense that it was a serious problem for those 
16 who were suffering from the stress of the situation? 
17 A. Yes. 
18 (2 It was one that required or 
o one about which there was constant discussion and 
thinking with respect to how to resolve the problem? 
2 A. I would have trouble with 
4 Liescone cant, 
22 OQ» Ala ieee hte itbuterl snean 
a5 certainly more than we see reflected just in the 
24 


25 


| ne ae 


— 


paws tak 2b) 128 peers 


ana Aosdboas abild "oaks, secu Yltboxs nee | 
eredmat Taisen aig 


61 paryag me fT ts Pau» 
aie Je badeske ob iwt sreiqeodts sty YO? Lage 29R- 
ni4 mort Ylated1s9 aod omit a aldany euowey 
an yproRak L8*: To dune ef apuedts 08! Io Teams 
oi Au aw timed sonyert otis anit mevbeseiteg it 
fod) exnexystas sds fas beavesnaD 
yindst1s5 #84 seid odeet a6 eew eo junit 2 


onibres onseno orbows yhodyrave. o4 award Liow 
Sep \Ab abapw 


- 


sina mont weal 4 


1) a, 
Ai Sno snasTdqme Gs. ZHW wt uO | 


spon tot oneidotdy mye: B es} li baal 


¢ nddgonere ait aden ead 


<n boxtapen saad oo coder : 
bitie ren ie 408 # ins etapa 
be pis suahe pratt s 
_ —T Sr Oce a) 


» _ 
- - a te Sm 


ee - 7 
oe 


: ken te Soe ea, 
er 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne 7 (Oe ey(SSo 


(Hunt) 8470 


few notes of the meetings that were gone through 
yesterday? 

pe mes 

OF LEiwas? aucactiof® & itexsonta 
day to day basis that the problem ‘existed? 

A. ee us ted,.© fiidon! tiknow 
about day to day. 

OF Well, it never went away 
after it started am tthe isummer,s didi it? 

A. Well, I would say that we 
went through definite periods where that was not 
the biggest issue. 

Oy 7S evant! MeButiane temusiof 
the people who were suffering from the stress of 
the situation, it never went away for them from 
the point in time where it started in the summer 
through until March? 

Ads Yes, that would be true. 

O% All right. Now, you were 
asked by my friend Miss Cronk yesterday about your 
discussions: with the Police in July of 1982? 

Ps Yes 

O. And we had reference to an 
interview between you and the Police on July 9th. 


pie That) is) "correct. 


pele sHop sow ted sso | 


“ 
| 


ae 
‘aah? at 
5 ne sttt Yo.ost & , tew FF 0: 
Shoseixes moldoata oftd det piead YBb ™ a | i; " 
word dined L .badeies wr A | Pi ‘a ¥ 
| ee ee ae 
| Yews oiew “tovort te mse G ; a 
. . Edi bb angle aiid mL bostnge + A808 ie 
| ow dadd yeu bivow ! lien” A i | i 
ion new aaad sxodw abo iy ajith ron angers: Tew | Ya 
-ouued sea > | T 
to -mmod ue ag tip is itt 3 . . : 
) io Besse ety monk piiastthe F104 ow: oo a 2 
ek ai -piiey agven! 21 ee ee 
| xammba’ Smid? md paovade de —— ah boll nf 


pid Bd phones Git mae 


24 


25 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & co.LTo. BrOwne, Cr.e€xX. 8471] 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 


ee N98 28=CAnd "this is "i think 
what I am assuming we are both dealing with here 
are the notes of that particular interview? 

A. I only have notes from one 
interview. 

Oz ALWerignt.* *Now;el took *from 
what you said to Miss Cronk yesterday that there 
were certainly two pieces of information that you 
gave to the Police on that occasion; one was that 
you couldn ‘t®aceepe*the idea that "all yof the deaths 
that Nad toceurred sin theyperiod from duly wor **80 
EOUMarch Of8581 8 "were “deaths *irom*natural ‘causes? 

Be: Can I preface that indeed I 
was asked to speculate and that supposedly was off 


thes record: 


ey Als), Braaeh wy 
A. Please ask again. 
Os We will get to that because 


I know that you are concerned that it was off the 
record and that it involved speculation and I will 
give you every opportunity to comment on that. 
Butstinstpfycan we. just ‘clarify*what it iwassthatuyou 
told the Police, and I am suggesting that you gave 
them two pieces of information at the time. The 


first one was that you couldn't accept the idea 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne , Crlex, 8472 
(Hunt) 


that all of those deaths were from natural causes? 

A. Given the levels of digoxin 
that had been reported both in the paper as well 
as by hearsay in that time, yes. 

Oy Vise vont welare .dOi1ng. CO 
get to what qualifications you have told the Police 
on that occasion because that is the purpose of me 
going back here because I am going to suggest to 
Vountiatevyoul dian quali tyevyour responses: to the 
Police at that point, in time the way you qualified 
them here yesterday. So, can we go through it 
from tie ws tone wale Goole let MIS .Lry. and 
get etratghuwiatwvyoustold the, Police? 

A. PNET ER Gy oui We doh ee 

Os Tiemrirst. thang 1 vam 
suggesting that you told them was that you couldn't 
accept the idea that all of the deaths were from 
natural causes? 

A. That. Us correct, 

Oye Alierighnk. “Thesother thang 
you told them was that you were concerned about the 
possibility of an unbalanced person walking around 
on the ward and why that hadn't been noticed before 
it was and you put some of the blame on yourself 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne, cr.ex. 8473 
(Hunt) 


MSS hITEUY<= ‘More Commissioner, 
might I rise before the witness answers the question? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MStere KT Live In some ways I am at 
amioss Ihow = tomdeal@with this. @aMyefriend purports 
COBpULL ay quotationttorthe witness: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, no, but he 
is asking her what she said to the Police. Surely 
he wsrentieledeto dosthat. 

Mowe DIED But assuming he ihas 
aerecord, 

tHE COMMISSIONER: Well even if he 
hasnt.) lf hethasnstshevcan’put to her that this 
is what you said. He May *notehave, asrecord at all, 
he may have been told by the Police that this is 
what she said. 

MSze KD TEE: Swell, emzgnt = L°indicate, 
Sir, thatepact GLawhatamyyfriend@hasy just sard is 
not included in the statement to which we are all 
reterringetor 

tHE COMMISSIONER: "Well, no, you 
must not assist the witness. You see, you must 
allow Mr. Hunt to cross-examine. He is putting 
it to her that she has said these things to the 


Police. Now, if you want to turn over the document 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & co.LToO. Browne, Cr.ex. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 8474 


LO; nim; whichet- thought -vyousdidn’t»want to do, 
lt may be that 1teisvasditrerent document* irom the 
one he has, I have no idea, but at any rate he is 
trying to cross-examine now and he is cross-examining | 
her on what she said to the Police. If she said 
something to the Police that is different than what 
she has said now it is -- 

MS eKUIELY:% Theneistmy triend= going 


to prove that she said something differently later 


Ons 

THE CGOMMISS TONERS aaNo, no, hes doesn't 
NnNavevto.ueaWell , thee doesn" tohave® to; that: ist the 
LSSsuewe wvous done tehaves to prove=that® 


MSASKLIELY ©) Thank¥youly>sie. 


THE COMMISSIONER: It is something 
that goes to her credibility generally. I have 
never known that this had to be proved that she 
Said something differently. He may want to 
Oo de7enesmayewantetosdo it, "butesurely hethasta 
right to cross-examine by asking her if she did. 

MSHe@KITELYS® TShavesnothing further 
tomadd,@sSit. 

THe COMMISSLONERs No;eali right. 
All right, well, carry on now, please. 


THE WITNESSES” May lL® asSk°1e-T3could 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. BrOwne aciL.c 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 8475 


refer to the document at the same time? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Certainly, I 
don't see any objection to that. 

THEW ULNESS .eerlilalk. yOu, 

Mee HUNT =e) ter ages 9,.M1ss Browne. 
I am assuming that we are dealing with the same 
document. Take your time. If on your page 9 
there is a question about a third of the way down, 
Cake VOuUmpeEINee ala Usizecbeag 1c from that: point 
Git, 

MR. OLAH: Mr. Commissioner, I 
NOCLCeecieLe mye riendaias called» for production of 
the document. Does that now mean that it becomes 
evidence. The general rules of evidence are, as 
I understand it, when an examiner or someone calls 
for the production of a document it then becomes 
available to all parties. 

Pop ecoMMESs LONTRes e NO> achat elounot 
my general rule. He is Saying you have a document, 
you have a document, you may look at it. He hasn't 
called for it. What he has said now was, he is 
asking at the moment, now, what did the witness 
say to the Police. 

MR. OLAH® “No; but my friend Miss 


Ritely Has called™for it and I am suggesting that 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD B 
TORONTO, ONTARIO rowne, Cr.€xX. 


(Hunt) 
8476 


at that point the document becomes admissible and 
aval lable to vali wparties. 

MS... OL TE: feaon Soeknow «chat 1 
have, Sir. The witness simply asked to have a look 
ate dite 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, the witness 
wanted to, look mat 2teande) don t think that any 
fatal step has been taken by anybody. But it all 


B00S Upya teal beagds up. 


Yes, all right. Now, you have had 
an opportunity to read page 9 and any other page 
you want to read? 

THE, WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COMMISSTONER:, ~All right, now, 
Mr. Hunt, please. 

MR. HUNT: QO. Now, do you want me 
to repeat the question, I guess that would be a 


natural request. 


A. mespe please: 

‘eh I am suggesting to you that 
Che wsecond thing tnat. you told the, Police or piece 
of information that you gave them was that you were 
concerned about the possibility of an unbalanced 
person walking around up on 4A and 4B and why she 


wasn't noticed and you put some of the blame on 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO.LTO. Browne RnR Cie sere 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 8477 


yourself Siorsnottnoticing theseddegoiings on? 

A. Thagivtspeorrect? 

Q. Now, those pieces of 
information were given to the Police in July of 
1982 in response to the question 'what do you 
think happened up there?', referring to 4A/4B? 

A. Thace. wsacorrect. 

(Om Pid “Weanesuggesting.to you 
that at nospointsdid yousadd to; the Police all 
Ot thesesqualiticartonssthat you included in your 
answer yesterday, and to be farr I will, just read 
it EO. yO Well, sactunaltya tt 16 quite lengthy. 
Leteme 4ustesugqgest {Oo you that at that point’ in 
time what you were giving the Police was your re- 
action in response to their question and it was 
given without - it was an honest reaction given 
by you without qualification? 

A. I have trouble saying that 
because in the transcribing of this, and it was a 
very laborious interview in that the person record- 
ing was writing things out longhand and there are 
many parts of this document that don't make sense 
and some of the comments that are written down Here 
are totally disconnected from anything previously. 


There may be times when I don't connect well but 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne . cr , ex 84 78 
(Hunt) 


I don't believe that this is an accurate rep- 
resentation of what was said at that time. 

O% We have sort of isolated two 
Orne that you agree were accurate? 

Nes Yes. 

On PITS rigic. And they appear 
to accord pretty well with what is on the statement. 


A. OUut@Or context, yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, Cr.ex. 8479 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) | 
| 
| 1 

Z 
G/DM/ak ae, Gecmedett eno tale “OU ot hat | 
| . what in fact happened was that you were asked for | 
| 4 your opinion as a person who was on the ward dealing 
5 | With the nursesminetiescapac ty stoat.you were, -ceal— 
| 6| ing with the parents, what do you think happened up 
7 there,and you gave the police those two pieces of 
| : information without reference to assuming there was 
| digoxin, and assuming the levels were accurately | 
: tested by the Centre of Forensic Sciences, ,and | 
10} assuming the other qualifications that you referred 
11| to yesterday. You gave them those responses without 
12| vena (orm) (sie med, 
13 A. feaMmenotecire thatythatris 
14 truce because, olathe accuracy of the recording. 
o O- Mev ta nvoOu peed | ame wid t 
Qualifications, because we will hear from the officers} 
16 
TNE NA SESE 
17 | irk , 
ae You tell me what qualifications 


you put on your opinions in response to the question 
19 "What do you think happened up there?". 

20 A. I believe the discussion did 
1 POctiswaAroungdetie epeliousore times andethie results oF 
what had come out of the preliminary, what had been 


in the press, and looking back on things. It was 


very much speculative but I do believe at that time 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne .Cr2ex: 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Hunt) 


tiiatii didetal k®aboutrarg 2: ehevels 7 cand vhad utrouble 
explaining aia levels as natural, if indeed they 
were as elevated as they --- 

ON Wellimvacstha te pormnt.in boime 
Lam suggestingwtoeyourtnat ineluly 19824 there 
was not any question about the levels of digoxin 
not being accurate. 

A. Bupa 

Os Just after the end of the 
Preliminary Hearing, just after Judge Vanek had 
found that four children on 4A/4B were murdered; 
and ,intidulyioieloo2 enone ofethe iquestiuons ithate«this 
Commission has been dealing with in the last six 
months had even begun to surface. So what was the 
issue that you felt required you to qualify your 
answer based on digoxin? 

AY My difficulty believing that 
that was the case. 

Q. So you had difficulty believing 
that there were, that there could be murders in the 
Hospital? 

A. Thats icerreat ; 

Og And you are not alone in that 
aririreuleyve., 1 am not suggesting that that is 


inappropriate, Or unreasonable. As I have said one 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8481 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Hunt) 


of the pieces of information was that you said you 
const ae yvourcan accep. the™idea ‘that all the 
deaths were from natural causes. I am not suggesting 
Anateyouy tol detnerpolace* anything definite about* 1% 
ram justecavyinguvyousdlonareaquality Ttowith all of 
the concerns about digoxin that this Commission 

has been concerned with. 

An fedrdn tequalliy'rt- an terms 
of what was recorded. 

Ory And#@tie* third piecerot 
information® that® yous gave’ to the police at that time 
was, thatrartermetninkinowabout Ltyethiat is after 
tChinkingeaboutstne  lactathat you jJusStldidn t= think 
VOumcCOULC@acCep teal lof Chesdeaths were” from natural 
causes; after thinking about it you have trouble 
accepting that it, that is the deaths, the cause 


of death, was other than nursing care. 


Be Tharsis whatedsestateds 
OF That is what you told them? 
AY Ves vaon Conc. themethate Le 


was other than nursing, I didn't saying nursing care. 
OF Gkays oS limenot trying to led. 

you to make an issue of the care, or the adequacy 

of the care. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Would you have 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, GH.ex. 8482 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Hunt) 


difficulty believingmieiwas other thangnursing? 
| THE WITNESS: Yes; yes. 

THE eCOMMISSIONER: YOuUsnad durphiculty 
in believing what tiauethe scausegof death was other 
than nursing? 

THE eWLINESS:: If indeed dig. levels 
were high and someone had purposely done something. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Remember you are 
being asked what you said, not what you thought, or 
what you think now. You are saying what you think 
yOu rald, usethauer tone, etoarne s:polices 

THE WITNESS: Ves. 

THE “COMMISSIONER: UHershes Sire Val g(= 
digoxin levels were high, the deaths --- 

THE IWELTNESS: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And I take it 
you assume they were high at that time? 

THE WITNESS: in  -speer ficesnutuations . 

THE COMMISSIONER: Everybody seems 
to. Well, they were not high, there was no readings - 
those that were taken were high. 

THEAWLEINESS = Yes; 

THECCOMMISS LONER: Those for 
children certainly anyway. 


THE WITNESS: Leo. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. Browne, Cr.ex. 8483 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Hunt) 


THER COMMPESOLONE ER: Then what was 
it you said to the police, that if it’ were what, 
if the digoxin levels were high? 

THE WITNESS: Yes 

THE COMMISSIONER: AndeLriathe 


chilrensdiedaAtrom@thati cause? 


ZUE WLINESS: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is that what 
you mean? 

THE, WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That what? 

THE WITNESS): Thatta hadetrouble 


believing it was other than nursing. 

MRS RUN? Ove elo: pute at the other 
Wayrpewhat your fLeelingpwasi thatrgiven allythose 
facts you believed that it must have been someone 


connected with nursing? 


A. ivibeltethatinursingsgwasal 1 


the position to have access to the children. 


Q; That is what. I-wanted to get 
tole Because, ii we | Uusteconsider, Ore aemementy a sort 
Ofmthebkelassifications ofgpeople whatgares -~, that 


could have the kind of opportunity to do something 
like this, we have, I suppose the first group would 


be strangers? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, cCr.ex. 8484 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 
A. Vegr 
Ox Ande. Cake Ttsthat really it 


if °so unlikely Ghat we@can=discount 1t? 

A. I would agree. 

OX Because a stranger on the ward 
ls goingsto@attract attention? 

A. Wess 

QO. Ana 1 Gone know, -ls’4Asand 4B 
one of the wards where veople going into the rooms 
have to put on a’ gown? 

| Nees No. 

oe: But people would know who 
belonged there and someone who didn't is going to 
Standsouce: 

A. Particularly at nighttime, 
yes. 

oe" So we are then left with 
StatEpesosin termssoLesupport staff and’medical 
Sie bie 

A. Thats Correett 

OF Rider takemitethateace nignt— 
time the support staff generally was not around? 

eye LEMes 

Os And my question is this; with 


respect to the medical staff was there some reason 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8485 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Ham) 


why as between doctors and nurses you had trouble 
accepting rae it was other than nurses? 

A. Pe coodenumper or thes children 
noted in the time period were under constant nursing 
Care so the nurse would be there all the time. 

So that if a doctor were to come and go that would 
be known to the nursing staff. 

Mite HUNT: Tiank "you, those” are 


all the questions I have. 


THEY COMMISSIONER: Yes. You are 
next? 

MR. YOUNG: Tam, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE” COMMISSIONER: T seem to have 


lacemtrack, =! sduesse you are next. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. YOUNG: 
Ox Gooaemorning;slis=— Browne, 
IT am’ David Young’ and’I° am one of the lawyers 
representing the Metropolitan Toronto Police here. 
We have spent quite a bit of time 
talking about statements that you gave to the 
Metropolitan Toronto Police in the summer of 1982. 
Tell me, did you make any other notes about what 
went on in the Hospital during the period we are 


Pnterested: in? 


gidpars hed voy ese sin sey ig pana ot 
Shorea’ realy athe. Sew 3h serail rs 
fesbLids ddd Jo sedi Doo K 7 - a: a. Waa 
gnteain dredetod x9hny Stew ‘bosgen oat belt ae aie 
,omid of2 Life ovens, od hitieae obaue sddvoe eke 
Kinow dxdt op Dite elnino Gf foe, dadook « 3h shed oe 
Meje pide eit od wont sd 
sie Geort voy Ament sTwdR 471M 
| ‘over & endivasdp Ome (ta 
610 uBYy. -.eaY : HaYOLAAIRMOD aay 
stn 
2aotseimie>: .3h, yits A sMUGY JM | 
aved of mas@ oF . tRIMOTRATRMOD- AMP yo oa 
.txon “ais noy @eeup 7 aes: ses 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, CYr.ex. 8486 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Young) 
1 
2 
oO. You didn't make them during 
; that eee 
4 A. No. 
5 Q. And you haven't made any since? 
6 A. No. 
Y Q. Mo, Hunteainpshedrofft his 
8 cross-examination, and there was discussion between 
9| you and he about constant nursing care. This was 
also discussed last Thursday when Ms. Cronk was 
my examining you. For the assistance of your counsel 
11 and the Commissioner I refer them to Volume 82, 
12| page 7778, actually thetdiscussionigoes night 
ic through to page 7780. Rather than reading over all 
14 of that, amasure your counsel |will.«conrect me prt 
15 lamusinterpretythiSieaslt appears thatgyou;toldethe 
16 Commissioner that there was a backup nurse assigned 
whenever there was shared or constant care nursing? 
i A. Phat ipaecornecs? 
1s OF And this nurse would have 
19 been assigned in advance I imagine? 
20 A. At the beginning of the shift 
a1 usually. 
2 oe And who would have assigned 
93 that nurse, wouldgitebe Ehesteangleader? 
A. Tt» would be the team leader. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO Browne, «Cr «ek. 


TORONTO. ONTARIO eine 9497 
1 
| 
. 
OF And actually Le was the team 
: leader ho aee en y Was the baciup nurse, is tliat 
¢ mE Gh 7 
5 Pes Otten,. yes. 
6 ‘Oy. Where was the identity of 
" this individual recorded, the relief nurse, where 
8 would I JoOkKetomLind Ole woUrwasea relver nurse at 
: any given time? 
A. T don't think it was recorded 
a anywnere, but you magnu durect Lhat more accurately 
Aly to the head nurse. 
| Os Rigeriqnt,. While we.are 
13} talking about constant nursing care I would like 
14 | to confirm exactly what you feel constant nursing 
15 Carers and) particularly wiae it was during the 
16 period in question. I know that this question was 
puteto. you by MoemCronk, and Once again I refer 
H my friends and the Commissioner to Volume 82, page 
18 i (Ott cCOInKeOnethis Occasion that)» perhaps I 
19 should read that to you. It is towards the bottom 
20 of the page, and you were asked by Ms. Cronk: 
ai Bele Could you as well explain from 
12 a nursing perspective what was 
93 involved in constant care nursing 
Care sduLiese. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8488 
TORONTO, ONTARIO f 


(Young) 
1 
: 2 
G10 And your answer was: 
3 pene Constant care nursing meant 
4 that one nurse was assigned to one 
5 child and that there would always be 
6 ap nuLcseuwiutne that, child. 
7 OF Was the nurse who was assigned 
constant care duties responsible again 
8 
tor thestotae care ol that patient? 
9 
A. VES! 
10) Is that an accurate description? 
11] A. Yes. 
12 | O. Doevou know a Shirley Anne 
13 Parcels? 
Pee Parsons: 
14 
Os Parcels, P-a-r-c-e-l-s, I believ 
15 
it is spelled. 
16 
A. Not well. 
i Or Do you know who she is? 
18 A. She was one of the nurses on 
19 the ward. 
20 Oe. On which ward? 
Ne I believe on 4B. 
21 
QO. And was she a nurse during 
22 
the time that we are examining? 
eat 
A. Pecan elsay. speci tically the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bowne, CE.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Young) 
time. 
Or. Was she a competent nurse, 


did you have any dealings with her that would 
indicate one way or the other that she was competent? 

1Ne MeaLdn. ti. know) heriwelk: 11 
would rather reserve comment. 

OF Well, Ms. Parcels gave evidence 
at the preliminary hearing involving Susan Nelles 
and she gave evidence on February the 18th, 1982. 

Mere Commissionec) thisets’ in Volume 20 
ate page. 29). 

THES COMMISSTONER® fudenitAhave 
Ehispeiteyou aresoqoingm@tosread very tong,nmor are you 
going» torread asgreat deal? 

MRE® YOUNG: Noy Iwasyhoning, to 
summarize, Mr. Commissioner. 

BHESCOMMISS TONER: Yosm add pai Ghee 

MR. YOUNG: My friend has asked 
my indulgence *andsIvam, waiting for her to get the 
volume. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we could 
take a break now I suppose. 

MR. YOUNG: Well, with respect, 
Mri ecommessioner, (le amhbgoinge’to bes somert timeubutrl 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8490 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Young) 
Care nursing. 
HE. COMMISS TONER: Yes, by all means. 
MR. YOUNG: Then I will be happy 
to break. 
MS. KLTELY: Roetivee hi Lend «wal. 


allow me to leansovermeniseshoulder while :he,» looks.-- 
MR. YOUNG: tewi ado, bettersthan 


thatee Jawa ovvermy trvend the transcript. 


MS. hLUeGY: Phanksyou. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Vie Si. 

MR -LOUNG: Ojeeltaappears that 
Ms. Parcels was asked a very simple question. She 


was asked to describe constant care nursing, and 

it appears to me from reading through, that that she 
gave a somewhat different answer than you did, 

Ms. Browne. 

Wouldeit surprise you to learn that 
in her description ofvconstant care) nursing:she 
indicated that she was, she had on many occasions 
seen nurses turn on the intercom, leave the room 
and go to the nursing station? 

De Yes, that would surprise me.. 

ie But it anpears that Nurse 
Parcels had seen that because she said that under 


oath. You have never seen that, have you? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Young) 
A. NO. 
Or Have you ever heard of it? 
A. No. 
MR. YOUNG: Mr. Commissioner, 


perhaps this is an appropriate time? 

THE COMMISSIONER: (Wil Nanel shay = Ubetene 
weowi le itakeelecatmte sce ital eethe lights, 1s. it 
5 past ees007 

MR. YOUNG: Yes pc tas. 

Loe COMUMLSS TONER: We will take 
until 25 past. Is there some problem about them 
downstairs because people don't seem to he able to 
come back in time, is there a difficulty? 

MR. YOUNG: There shouldn't be, 
Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. We 
will try it once more. 

THEOWLINESS + I will assure you 
I will be back in time. 

MS CRONE: That was not directed to 
you, Ms. Browne. 


~~=-Short recess. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. BLrOwne ,- CUVEX . 8492 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Young) 
BN. jc 
H 1 
2 --- Upon resuming: 
3 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right, | 
4| Mr. Young. | 
5 MRAR YOUNGELMO, Wunderstand “the 
witness has something to say about the last answer 
: she gave? 
A A. ity Iacowld justygo® back ‘to? the | 
8 comments about constant care nursing and the reference 
9 | tnat was made to evidence given by Miss Parcels. in 
10 the» preliminary: 
11/ 0. Yes. 
12 A. Is wouldi juste lake® to) emphasizé 
fe in the documentation of her testimony she commented 
that there would be situations where if the child 
oe waS on a cardiac monitor the nurse on constant nursing 
“2 care will turn up the intercom so as to be able to 
16 hear’ the monitor, leave the room and go to the nursing 
17 Station where she indeed could hear the monitor. 
18 she goes on to sayethateitemigqntigust be to go across 
19 | the hall to the fridge to get formula. I would like 
a to comment that in situations -- 
Q, Weily¥--el cam Sorny7eogo ahead. 
< A. Okay. In situations where hee 
a nurse was doing constant care in a _ four-bed room, 
23 there generally was another nurse in the room, so that 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. Browne, cCr.ex. 8493 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Young) 


did not pose the same problem. If the nurse was 
doing constant care in a private room there was a 
call bedlein Chesroompwithawhich, Shetcoulducall to 
tne nursing station to either request that another 
nurse bring her what she needed to the room or come 
to relieve her while she went out to get something. 
As the comments went on, again, the question was raised} 


"Regardless of what the rules are 


ataTherSickp»EGhildren!s|Hospital,; 
during your experience there, 
constant care nursing really didn't 
necessarily involve constant nursing 
Cave, spractically ‘speaking;:.did 12t2" 


And ner answer was: 


"To some people, not." 
0. Yes, can you keep reading? Read 
the next few lines. 
A. The next question then was: 
"To some people not?" 
And the response was "Correct", and the next question 
was: 
“cer tant) ywmomato SUL eScotteand 
Physbbis :Trayner ‘to your pose mca anes 
The answer was "Correct". 


0. I have one other question on 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, -Cre. ex. 8494 | 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Young) 


that area for you, Ms¥eBrowne. sHowsoften!didjiyou 
workrthe, latesshrft in evenings? Over a week, how 
many times a week would you work in the night? 

A. Into the evening? 

0. Negi®l amespeakingyoLk two,;)(three 
in thesemorning, Lourcainy,thesmorning? 

A. Never. 


0. MOuUyvneVeRedi dherScOeyoOougrealbly 


would not know whether or not nurses left the room, 
turned fonmehesintercom and went out to the nurses* 
station, ©oO.you. 

A. Thateaveccorrect, pinaa i practical 
sense. 

0. hl heriohererLevyus move ongto 
something else that was discussed earlier, and that 


is medication errors. * Tell ome} joncehalmedication 


error is discovered, if it is discovered, what is 
the response of the Hospital? 

A. The incident report that is 
fiiied Out by the nurseeinvolved in the druqverror 
and by the head nurse, then to my knowledge goes to 
a review committee. Out of that review committee 
then recommendations are made for policy change or 
specific “hanges either in orientation or approach 


to.gi» AGetedication. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, cr.ex. 8495 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Young) 


0. How many copies of ‘this incident 
report were’ made? 

A. Ce piihiet cones MY=three Or 
f£0ur auplteates wren the one recording: 

0. Could you assist the Commissioner 


in where these copies end up? 


A. Noy PrPeanniot; +leaMm -SOrTry: 
Q. Do you know where any of them go? 
A. mo tne sreview committee, but 


aparirLhom tid tyeno. 

Q. Now, we heard yesterday about 
four ancidents involving drug errors relating «to 
digoxin administration. Do you know if any of these 
drug errors related*to’ Baby Gage? »*That does not 
ring a bell? 

A. Peacenoc. Know that. 

0. I am showing you a document 
that appears to be -alpatient?incident report? is that 
Whatert*looks Jike? 

A. Lest 

0. Could you tell the Commissioner 
WhatechiiderchaAterel aces tO? 

A. Brian Gage at the top. 

Q. Yes. Have you seen this 


report before? 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO Weane, | 
3 

1 

2 A. iMmdoersnots believe sor 

3 ' MR. YOUNG: Mr. Commissioner, we have 
4 a bit of a problem here. I have this document and 

5 | Mantweleingeto Lendereitias ah exhibity 'Iteis*noet 

identitied.  ltecertarnlyerebates tosonesofethe 

; children we are examining. 

g I suspect that someone at a later date 
8 Willebewable tostaentury i@t,rand Il ssuggest thatit 
9] be marked'as an exhibitvat that time. 

10, TMHEbeCOMMISSILONER: “Have you any Beas 
cH on that, Ms. Thomson? 

12. MS. THOMSON: Mr. Commissioner, I 

(i have not yet seen this document. 

| THE COMMISSIONER: No, I think it 

s would be best to let Ms. Thomson take a look at it 
_ first. 

16 MR. YOUNG: All right, I only have a 
17 limited number, but perhaps you could share with the 
18 witness. 

19 MS. KITELY: Does my friend have any 
20 move copies? 

| MR. YOUNG: I have three copies. I 
ES gave one to Ms. Cronk, one to the witness and I ee 
oe 
a copy. 

a THE COMMISSIONERs) Have you any 

24 | comments? 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


MS. THOMSON: It would seem, Mr. 
Commissioner, that this is an incident report much 
like Exhibit 113A, which was admitted on the Inwood 
chaidtes Welhave no Objection to it being receivec. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I think we 
will just give it -- what is the next number then? 

THE REG ESTRAR: 80.8: 

THE. COMMLSSLONER’s icin If anybody 
disputes be yousmaye have, to* prove 1c, but so far 
no one has disputed it. 


--- EXHIBIT NO. 308: Incident Report regarding 


Brian Gage. 

MR. YOUNG: 0 fil right. Now;,. could 
you help me with this, Ms. Browne. You are likely 
much more familiar with this sort of document than 
ieapeeeelteeecens torscdy are ordered —-=— 

THE COMMESSIONER: That is the only 


copy we have left. I think what I will do is I will 


just have that marked before we forget. Yes, eo ier aii. 


MR. YOUNG: Are we all set, Mr. 
Commissioner? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. YOUNG: @Q@< It appears to state, - 
"Patient ordered digoxin to be given... ", is 


that what "PT" means, patient? 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Young) 
oe 

1 
2 A Patient, yes. 
5 Q. "Patient ordered digoxin to be 
4 | GivenpaiD fiat" 
5 what 2S BLD’; 
5 A. Twice a day. 

0. Then it says, 
j eGiven Sat 952330 8for “dig Yo leve Land 
: signed off on medication sheet by 
9 night nurse." 
10 A, Yes. 
11 0.  Per®diem ‘stafi*did not receive 
12 adequate report regarding the early 
13 administration of digoxin and went 

by the nursing care plan, reporting 
vi Une TOGA oxen!) 
a and in brackets it says --- 
16 THE COMMISSIONER: Repeating, I think. 
17 MR. YOUNG: I am sorry? 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: I think repeating 
19 is more likely. 
20 MR. YOUNG: I am following my friend's 


Suggestion. She is getting me in trouble. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Weli#e 1t- could='be 


either, but I think repeating sounds a little better. 


MR. YOUNG: Q "Then in brackets it says, 


yeh 6 oniwt  # | oy 7) 26h) 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Gis en 


TORONTO. ONTARIO 


H.8 
) 1 
2| "The med ticket had been moved to 
3 2100 slot by night nurse and mentioned 
) 4] in report that patient was for digoxin 
5 | level today", 
| «| and it is signed by, is that Elizabeth Radojewski? 
| A, Ces 
7 | 
| Q. Can you tell me, would this be 
8 
| one of those four incidents that we discussed 
| 9} yesterday, do you have any idea? 
| 10) MS. THOMSON: Excuse me, Mr. 
111 Commissioner, could I just at this stage ask Mr. Young 
| 12| to make note of the date of that incident, please? 
13| MREMYOUNG??POSure. The incident date 
| | appears to be the 24th day of the 9th month, 1980. 
14 
| MS. CRONK: September. 
15 
MR. YOUNG: September. 
| 16 THE COMMISSIONER: It was made on the 
17 | 24th and it is made at, the incident time is 9 o'clock | 
| 18 in the morning, but the report is made at some time 
| 
| 19, that I cannot read. 
al THE WITNESS: It would almost look like 
| 1800 to me. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Would it be 1800? 
22) 
| It might well be. 
23 | 
MR. YOUNG: On the 24th of September. 
24 
; 25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne. Cl.cx. 8500 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Young) 
ve) 
1 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: And the baby died | 
3 amrAvotcloak the next morning.” Yes, “allright. 
4 | MR. YOUNG: Well, perhaps Ms. Radojewski 
s| Will’ beable to hélp*us with that when ‘she gives 
evidence. 
6 | 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yess ala uginie 
| MR. YOUNG: @Q@ Do you know if this 
8 was “one of the children that we discussed yesterday, 
9 one of the four children? 
10 MS? KITELY > Mr. ‘Commissioner, Lil 
11 might rise, I think my friend is referring to Exhibit 
12 | 300 Aandethementry ers ror the =l7tit-of November with 
' reference’ ‘to the three “errors. 
THE COMMISSIONER: What page is that on 
MShe KITELY 2 slam Sorscy,/ Sir, mine 
15 does not have page numbers. 
16 MS. FORSTER: It is page 64, Mr. 
17 Commissioner. 
18 MS] KLTELY: If that isewhat my friend 
19 isereferring to: 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, yes, but the 
| enerytrs tor September, “thats the “incident report 
“4 is for September and this meeting is in November, | 
a but the meeting in November could of course have 
23 referred back. 
24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, ecl. ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Young) 


MS» CRONK: Ms. Kitelys is quite 
COLreCiyarsitne esndeea, that was the: evadence I led 
Ligchieietihroughamsi=Brovne: If you turn to the 


VEtCVenest= page,s tne, dates sot the four medication 


errors that are discussed at that meeting are set out; 
three took place in October, one in November, which 
is why I suspect that Ms. Thomson before I could get 
on my feet suggested that the date of the Gage 
incident be read out. 

THES COMMISSIONER: 91 am sorry, the 
next page is page 65? 

Mopac RONK:s. No, pages64.esin, the 
secend full paragraph starts with the words, “Digoxin 
Grrors Bim~sayeyou will see the numbers beside. it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I see. 

MS .@CRONKs» «Three» in) October, one in 
November. 

THE COMMISSIONER: L seer Yes, Mala 
ree lok ew 

HS.e KLTBLY: slhanksvyous 

MB Y OUNG in tO olhankeny Gu we fNowp this 


was another incident, it appears, where there was a 


per diem nurse involved; am I correct? 
A. Yes. 


0. When such an error occurred, 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO Browne fi Pte ORs 8502 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Young) 
i aa. 
1 
2 whether it be a per diem nurse or some sort of student 
3 nurse involved or a registered nurse who is on full- 
4 time duty on a regular team, would there be any sort 
5 | of monitoring program, a program whereby the 
e aceivitwesson aneindividual, the nurse, could be 
closely supervised in the future? Do you know of 
j anything like that? I mean, what happened -- let me 
2 FUSteli nish tandetnene liwallvleteyoucanswerr 
9| Wnat would happen if the same nurse 
10! Was Invol Ved=ingalnumbexyoftimedicationl errors?eais 
11 there any sort of program that you are familiar with 
val whereby the Hospital or one of the other individuals 
i. On LhGsward could montter LEhatenurse’s activities a 
Dit ver Closer: 
14 
A. igthinkithet situation ws 
P aifferent for the different types of nurses that you 
16 mentioned. 
17] 0. All right, etlusego one by one 
18 then. Let us start wueth, aypezediiem nurse, 
‘cl A. If it was a per diem nurse, 
20 that per diem nurse is assigned from nursing office 
io to cover in a ward area where there is a shortage, 
| and indeed, that would go on her record in nursing 
221 office. If indeed there were repeated incidents, 
< there certainly would be question about whether 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, cr.ex. 8503 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Young) 


indeed she should be giving medication. 

0. Hiow about the registered nurse, 
a registered nurse who iS a member of a team who 
comes in three times a week or however many times 
she is called upon? 

A, If indeed there were repeated 
problems around medication, that would become the 
responsibility of the head nurse and the teaching team 
leader to look at why that was happening. 

0. Theretaseno formalized program, 
then,’ itsis gust the way that team leader or the 
head nurse wanted to approach it? 

A. Pate isSecorrectr 

0. Do you know if any of the 
nurses on Wards 4A or 4B during the period we are 
interested in or just prior to the period were being 
monitored or watched or assisted in that way? 

A. Not to my knowledge. 

0. Now, yesterday you were also 
asked whether or not you recall any nurses coming to 
you complaining about the activities or the conduct 
or behaviour of other nurses and you told us you did 
nots | 

A. Thathasecorréctiuyes: 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Young) 
waste | 
| 
2 PUGQeSt~CUR CNduU Nurse farcels ——— lam probably | 
3 pronouncing that wrong -- Nurse Parcels and Nurse | 
4 Mary Cooney actually approached you complaining 
5| about the behaviour of Phyllis Trayner surrounding 
6 Baby McKeil? 
| A. I do not remember that. 
; O You nave 10 recollection of that 
8 
SY Eclat a 
? A. No. 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry, Nurse 
11] Parcels and Nurse? 
12 Mis .OUNG- Nurse Cooney, Mary Cooney . 
13 THE COMMISSIONER: Cooney? 
i MR. YOUNG: “Cooney, C-o0-o-n-e-y. 
MR. OLAH: Do you have the reference 
2 PORmeunat ye Mrs. YOUNG? 
ie MR. YOUNG: JI wish we did. That is 
17 information they gave to the police and I assume 
18 information they will give in this Commission. 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, but it was 
20 re which baby? 
a MR. YOUNG: Baby McKeil, Mr. Commissioner. 
THE COMMISSIONER: All raght. I am | 
- not ac@*»ting this as evidence, of course, everybody 
z will #"° -rstand. I am merely making a note of it so 
24 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Young) 
rid 
1 
2 that I will understand it if it comes up again, but 
St it clearly is not evidence even in a Commission it 
4 8 not evidence. 
: MR. YOUNG: No, I am not suggesting 
Pia veawoOU Liebe eel eam Simply iaskingsthe witness 
‘| whether or not that helps her remember. 
q 0. We also discussed yesterday a 
8 number of meetings that occurred in the ward. There 
9 | was another meeting at one of the nurse's homes. 
10 There 1S another meeting I think that occurred over 
11 that period, and) ly think that. was on March the 20th 
vl in the Hospital. I believe you were in attendance. 
Does thatetrandgga bell? 
A. March the 20th? 
14 
0. Verse 
15 A. What day was that, please? 
16 0. That would have been a Friday, 
17 PEO Ln eyelet leat hink. Tt wassd new committeesand 
18 they met for the first. time, and you can correct me 
19 Peele amewrong, sb Chink twas entitled the 
ah Paediatric Care Committee; do you remember sitting 
on that committee? 
2 A. I do not remember, no. 
22 MR. YOUNG: Mr. Commissioner, Exhibit 
23 183 are the notes.,of Ms. Lund... }.am going. to be 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. BLOWUe el +e. 8506 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
(Young) 


referring to them. Perhaps the witness could be 
Shown a copy. 

THE WITNESS: ‘Thank you. 

MRee YOUNG? | (0) Sl ramereterning sto “the 


bottom of the second page of that exhibit. The way 


i read it ett says: 
SVC Seer day, MareneZOtiy solo ole. 6 
obviously the author thought it was very important, 
Mee Loads the worrstemeetang of the 
Paediatric Care Committee... “ 
A. (GisibGel® Mo Coleperderohe Paling, age Jas 
Palliative Care Committee. 


0. Well, that would explain one 


reason that you might not have remembered. Does that 


help your recollection? 
A. VYesr gledla Sit on Ctiat -commi ttec. 
Q. Aer itt ia ty Saliva eoror. 
JUST tosread on, at asea very short passage, “Carol 
.-.- " help me with your name? 
A, Putherbough. 
0. Thank you. 
"... waS in attendance and she 
spoke about the trying time the staff 


on 4A/B was going through due to the 


number of deaths. There was concern 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Young) 


2 sthat thieves coulda, have. saved, .,., " 
3 A. eV HiKeWaieloner 
4 0. Witat) do you read: that. as, not 


have saved? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Young ) 
THE <COMMISSTIONER: "Could not save". 
MR. EXOUNG: O. SY Couldgnot save ‘any 


Of fioseschi dren. 
Now that you remember attending that 


meeting could you tell us who else was there? 


A. There waS a quite a large 
group. The chaplin was there, there was representa- 
tion -- 

ere The chaplin was there? 

A. Le Ss 

Or ves: 

ne There was representation from 


social work, the clinical specialist who worked in 
the Hematology/Oncology Ward sat on that Committee 


as well, there was a head nurse represented. 


O.: Who was that? 
A. Carol Shepperd, who worked on 
6C. I think tthere were other people on that 


Gonmisttee, alm sonny polacanttarecahlethem all. 

O% There were other people in 
the room? 

A. There was a large table with) 
a number of people. 

O. All right. Do you remember 


who invited you to sit on that Committee? 


ma? Dents 
speITReS 1G64) estut betel: ¢ 
et r+ oy, 
ters ston qotls: — erin 


i - 


$ecld vic ia pears Os 


Lipa ion 27 The: fPrOe mm") oot | ceo 


alqasg, asta Sie aad 
oS, a> Paro 23% f1- 


i] 
. — arta 


ae a 


24 


25 


8509 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, *cr.ex. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
(young) 
a i, beltveve Ltewas, Marie Lund 


who had eeeed hee 

On And what did she tell you the 
purpose of this particular meeting would be? 

A. Tt was, to. discuss, the care of 
children and families around the issue of death 
and dying and to, look at. from a hospital standpoint 
how VoOus@es ewe tiate SSuelw  Thelweason © felt 
I was invited was to look at what support measures 
were needed for the families and the staff. 

Ons tEttsenteresting™’ chat the 
meeting happened on March 20th, 1981, because there 
were Significant events that weekend, as we both 
know. 

A. LeSe 

O- Do you know why the meeting 
was held on that date? 

A. I know it had been discussed 
for quite some time before that there had been 
movement in other hospitals towards setting up 
a palliative care unit that would deal specifically 
Wrtneaving chiddren.) S0,.ct had been in the wind 
for a long time. I'm not sure why that particular 
date but because of the number of people involved 


it had been planned some time in advance. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne CGneex. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO f 
(Young) 
Or Ml=raght. And at the meeting 


do you recall any solutions being put forth suggested 
by"any of the members? 

jg Tedon t believe Solutions. I 
think there were delegated tasks from the people on 
that Commecttee to 100k at What Was going on at other 
hoOSprtats;, tO bring rorth some: suggestions as to 
how the Committee might move forward and we did 


ECOntinue "to meet [Or about a year. 


Ge When was the next meeting, 
do= your recs fie 

AN 3 No. 

on Was it a year later, was it 
a Momul tater: 

AS I think it was several months 
later. 

Or Were any of these solutions 


ever implemented or suggestions? People went and 
looked and investigated at what was going on at 


other hospitals. 


A. Less 

wa I take it they came back and. 
reported? 

Ke Yes. 

On Yes. And were changes made 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO Browne, cr.ex. 8511 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Gouna 
1 
2 
ad as, atresulteot vtheirSreports ? 
; | A. I can't remember specific 
: changes. There wasS discussion about whether indeed | 
5 we Set up aeuniteand ‘that was decided against. !eThere | 
6 was a discussion about having a team of staff who 
7 GGuldegqe im and yworkeawithrstaft tarocundathat rssue 
8 in particular ward ‘areas. 
9 Ou Let's move on to another 
| meeting that I believe you attended related to the 
oa cause of death of some of these children. I don't 
_ believe that has been discussed yet. That occurred 
12/ On Monday, March 23rd at Nurse Radojewski's house. 
13 MR. BROWN: Well, that hasn't been 
14 discussed yet, at least, it has not been discussed 
15 here deliberately and it should be more properly be 
16 brought in in the second phase than the first phase. 
RHE sGOMM IPSS TONE Rs: Yes queWelby 1t 
Might well be. Are you going to ask something 
a about the cause of death? 
19 MR. YOUNG: Oh, Bi@am; eMnesConmrssioner. 
20 I will be honest with you. I think there was a 
great deal concerning the cause of death discussed. 
avathatsmeecting wandulythinkipieyou thearvme tout*you 
will agree. For instance, the care of Baby Pacsai 
was discussed at that meeting, the behaviour of some 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne Cr 7ex. 8512 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
(Young) 


of the nurses was discussed at that meeting. I 
EhTik g2gh #6 of great relevance. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, Mr. Brown, 
we can do nothing but let him proceed and you can 
takesobjection aseyouvliketerBut bear’ this inrmind 
be themesrsconly“atsmall partiof ptrothatersnexciluded 
I would much rather have it dealt with now than call 
her backs “But I agree that the rules are that we 
dorn4ittdea bawethothe wsecondtissue. CoButeyounsay tnat 


it is the first issue that you are dealing with? 


MR. YOUNG: Yeo sais. MComapssroner . 
THE, GCOMMESS TONE Re Alvber pahts 
MR. YOUNG: I agree with you, and 


in fact as you have suggested, this is a meeting 
where there was discussion on both questions that 

we are looking at but most of the discussion appears 
to fme to "have *centred around» thefirst question that 
we are looking into right now. 

MS RL TaGYs Mignt, Imsay for the 
record, sic, thaws, |\Souppor beMnayerowl Seposirtion, 
his obj ectionrtoggorng sintonithis*meeting: 

THE £COMMUTSS TONER: Weblpnthe only 
reason I would not support his position would be 
Us thetretis tj) usttamlitthe! thatehas Ltotdo with the 


secondasrssue! tWe donttrwant to have to call 


a> a's gv ab es ave 
. ieee pat eal 4 
i etch Ee i F 


4h) - 
dl - 


ico beisaenioelh baw Boetene oly 2 


esarveulory troypviy @L 2f Boa "i 


bh Hult , _ m4 = 4 1 [ I & | 13 5 a ri ' 
f “ 4 ‘ y , | ‘ + i 
es BOQ i ‘V0 wor L [ a 4 if / ' T { Low 12 
uy 
ie he 3 ‘ ie | 7 1 . ; j j ! in i 
vo 
| : } , i 
J S13: Vat uUOgY ivei ae: I j | : rot A. 
‘Ti 
tittiw paileeb arn i i t ‘ ae a | e 
; { 
7 , . if 
‘ rz i | é e 4 | . ’ 0! : 


Wipia ba SRO LAA IIOD. Ab : " 


bie ,uov fodtW) serps sPMUoyY LAM ; “2s 
’ : . oy : 7 


piiovot 6 al/eicd ~hbetesppve svar vov>oan toe?! na at. \ 


Jets. ang Joep ddod Ao Nolizavvertbh enw ox Taha stone at - 


p 4 

syangqes doleetedib ot 4a eon tid) th prikeal ets. ew ior 

Sate nokigenp tera adv brevis | iiss avail Ob sm og 
. | ing 
7 Wor a4eis Omni catitoo!l etn ow | , . 

7 

ate 76 vee I adygih. , (SYST TA . cM oF r 

a 5 ’ 7 i 


ads 3 reo, pe! sain nie ee tl 96a \ tLe .bieset 1 
i. Se. unas i a . 
ru} eh pl aye le OnE VALOD it Hiitostdo Ewa wi 


senate: PMNOD 
or bho won oi. +beou, td sags Jon Oliuiew 
sat 8a Abe oF mud tothe aldsiloa 
ph wikia ah ul at Sai dhe 


24 


25 


etnies 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, cr.e@xX. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
(Young) 


Mes. Browne backhatiabtsvallAniust forethat;, ior 
some yar, ay cane that wencanedeal with it. Do you 
have any comment? 

MS® CRONK= Yes; SiluerahgamtrebLieved 
to say that this was a matter of some consideration 
by Commission Counsel before Ms. Browne commenced 
her evidence. It wasS our view then and now that 
in the main the record of what occurred that evening 
goes to the second phase of this Commission's Inquiry 
nOtetomgle:turstue CUsnculdopernt. couthih there. ‘ks 
anymcenceunevonethesipart of my friend Mr. Young as 
well that the only documentary evidence before you 
concerning that meeting to date are a series of 
notes taken by Elizabeth Radojewski, or at least 
that is what the evidence suggests to date that 
include that meeting amongst many others. There 
were a number of people in attendance at the 
meeting, several of whom will be called as witnesses 
before you. 

So, should he have any concern it is 
not solely through this witness that evidence might 
be led concerning the events of that evening and 
that meeting. But the view of Commission Counsel 
is that that meeting should properly be dealt with 


in Phase 2 of the Inquiry. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8514 
TORONTO. ONTARIO oes 
1 
4 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. »Weldj< 7 
p have to Tae Mr leLounds COnLInues 
4 MS. CRONK: ler ecogna ze that, sar. 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Because I don't 
6 know what he is going to ask. 
" MR. YOUNG: Mia nks vou, allire Commissioner. 
8 THE COMMISSIONER: But you have 
been warned. 
MR. YOUNG: Yes, sO .Jymotice:. 
‘| THE COMMISSIONER: That there are 
| people ready to pounce. 
12 MR. YOUNG: That is not news, | 
13 Mr. Commissioner. 
| Ox Did you attend at this meeting? 
15 A. Vesa 
Or ves. 
16} 
A. Sould Inssay- Lhat- ieletin halt 
2 way through the meeting. 
i oR Sure, YOurcan=Say=tnat. 
19 AL The meeting commenced I believe 
20 about 7:00 and I left between 8:00 and 8:30. 
71 | oy So, you may not be able to 
22) help us as to what happened in the latter stages of 
93 the meeting. Who invited you to this meeting? 
A. Elizabeth Radojewski. 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.e@x. 5155 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Young) 
1 
2 
O's Yes. Did she tell you what 
‘ the purpose of the meeting was? 
S A. To deal with staff concerns 
5 at that point in time, with what had hapvened on 
6 the ward over the weekend. 
7 Oy Yes. When did she invite you? 
g A. It was some time Monday. 
9 or Did she telephone you? 
A. No, she asked me when I was 
10 
on the ward. 
i Oh Yes. Who else was at that 
12 meeting? 
13 A. There were quite a few staff. 
14 EPeweeecan terer to Liz’ notes, that would tell you 
15 more accurately. Janet Beed was at that meeting, 
16 Mary Costello was at that meeting. 
| hes Well, let's refer to another 
ii set of notes. Was Mary Costello at that meeting? 
18 
AY Yes: 
19 Oe Yes. Was she taking notes 
20 during the meeting? 
ate Leconte recalsd that. sneeodrd ... 
MR. YOUNG: Well, Mr. Commissioner, 


in the same way that we have made exhibits out of 


Ms. Lund's notes and Ms. Radojewski's notes, I am 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8516 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Young) 


offering another set of notes, Mary Costello's notes. 
I know fad we will be hearing from that individual 
but once again I think there are some very relevant 
pOEtLonssof ehis documenththat-I would like to put 
to this witness. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, -alleright. 
Yes. Yes, you object to that? 

MSp KETELY= Yes, 7LUdO70GSHeE. 
One of our clients is Mary Costello and while her 
handwriting appears in the books and while mv 
friend might think he is a handwriting expert and 
compare thestwoyri don’t know that bhencommission 
can assume that they are all Mary Costello's hand- 
writing. 

MR. YOUNG: No)» tewie cell you 
what 1t is. It’ was’ Mary: Costello who said this 
at the preliminary hearing that: she prepared these 
noces; 

Non Kk. TREY: Well, shouldn't my 
friend be directing these questions to Mary Costello? 

MR. YOUNG: Well, I have already 
gone throughecthatpemr. Commissioner, I am in your 
hands. 

THES COMMISSIONER: Well, there is 


no question that it would be more valuable but surely 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne S Me aig s 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Young) 8517 


while we have Mrs. Browne here, should we not - if 
there are Peet ey and I don't even know what they 
are, but there is nothing wrong with receiving the 
notes, is there, at this point? 

MS] KLTELY: Subject to proof that 
they are done by Mary Costello, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, the first 
question can be to her, are these your notes. Is 
she not planned as the next witness, or was to be 


the next witness? 


MS% @CRONKi: Was planned as the 
next= witness “What tthe order will be now,) Podon’t 
know. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, but she 


Psestil le in contemplation . 

MS= CRONK: She has been invited 
to give evidence before the Commission. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MS... KETERY: Well, since my friend 
is offering Mary Costello's notes, so long as it is 
clear that has to be subsequently proven to be 
Mary Costello's notes. 

MR. YOUNG: It will be my Submission, 
it is my submission that in the preliminary hearing, 


Volume 7, page 1774 --- 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, CYr.ex.. 8518 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Young) 


THE COMMISSIONER: She identified 
them? 


MR. YOUNG: She did so. They weren't 


made an exhibit. My understanding is that they 
weren't made an exhibit in that proceeding, 
Mr. Commissioner. They had slightly different 
rules of evidence than we do. 
THE COMMISSIONER: i wouldrhopesso:. 
MR. YOUNG: sogde, i. »But yet she 
did say that she wrote the notes. Actually, I 
believe that she said towards the end of page 1774 


she states that she made the notes in early April, 


1981. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yesrealt fright: 
Well, what number is this then, 309, is it? 

THE REGISTRAR: 309% 

THE COMMISSIONER: BREN 
ke eNO ae oe Notes prepared by Mary 

Costello. 
MR. YOUNG: Mr. Commissioner, as 


you will note, these particular notes refer to 
quite a number of things that we have discussed or. 
likely will discuss. Right now I draw your attention 


to page 4, the last page. Approximately half way 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cCr.ex. 8519 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Young) 


down the page, Ms. Browne, I think you will see an 
entry, it aati: "Monday evening meeting at Liz's 
home". 

THE COMMISSIONER: pGeseys 

MR. YOUNG: OO, Ses. igltagoes en 
to say: 

"To°- supportastafi;zgleteathem,express 

fears and worries and support one 


anothernes Attendedss.* 


And then she gives a list of the individuals present. 


MR. BROWN: Where are we? 

MR. YOUNG: PME SO ray peOUr thi 
page, half way down the page, just over half way. 

Os She says that Diane Croswell 
got there late, that you were there, Janet Beed 
was there, Bertha Bell was there, Karen Power was 
there, Angela... 

A. Basciano. 

Qs Right. You can help me with 
the next one too, please, Leslie Presnail. 

A. Presnail, yes. 

Oe Meredith Frise was there, 
‘Mary Jean Halpenny. 

As Les 


Oy Liz, Mary Mandal, Susan Nelles 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, cr.@x. 8520 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Young) 


1 
2 
was there, Phyllis Trayner was there and then it 

: says in ponctete (plus?), ~S0,"I guess* there might 

: have been more people there that she didn't record? 
S A. Yes. 

6 | Q. waAndeme”, that is how it reads. 
7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Then it goes on to say that: 

9 "All expressed fears, worries, 

questions. In retrospect remember 

~ Susan saying I've got my private legal 
a counsel from lawyer room-mate. I know 
12) Dedidn't®do anything wrong?) -Ivknow 
13 I measured dig. 

14 And above that it says Pacsai. 

15 "...<correctly. I remember small 

16 amount in syringe, plunger not far 

Out, I squirt, “checking®with Mary 

* Jean, giving Kevin Pacsai..." 

+ Does that say last rite. 

19 yCardyeriqnt babye" 
20 And then it goes on to say: 
21 "We will get through this, must stick. 
9? together and sunport each other.", 
73 and that is the end of quote, that was a statement 
y allegedly made by Ms. Nelles. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne ; ee ex. 8521 


TORONTO. ONTARIO 


(Young) 


And then the notes go on to say: 

"After meeting my concern re Karen 

Power's anger (unresolved) toward 

HoOspitadstorusickaChi tdren. and 

investigation." 

Do you recall any of that discussion 
taking place? 

A. ft Lecalil.»a discussion, around 


fears and worries. 


ae About what? 
a Fears and worries. 
oF YOs peeknow,) DUE about what, 


what were you worried about? 

ae The nurses expressed worries 
about what was happening on the ward. 

OQ. What was happening on the ward? 

A. We.ly, gustthe, fact of, the 
changes in nursing policy over that weekend and 
that dig. had been locked up and they felt there 
was questioning of nursing practice at that time. 

gle Is there any details that you 
recall about how the nursing practice was being 
questioned? 

A. No. Part of their concern 


centred around the fact that digoxin had been locked 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. BME) DS: 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Young) 


up and indeed a nursing supervisor was on the ward 
24 hours a day, which was quite unusual. So, they 
were feeling that they were being watched and 
questioned about what they were doing. 

@. Yes. Do you remember Baby 


Pacsai being discussed? 


A. No. 

OF You don't, maybe you weren't 
there then? 

A. I may not have been. 

QO: Do you remember Susan Nelles 


talking about her legal counsel? 


A. Nos 
OF You don't, maybe you weren't 
bherestorithattpantteither? This was the 


Monday evening,.was it not? 


THE LCOMMISSIONER: 26s a ise. Brown. 

MR. BROWN: RegthisTpornt, I vam 
Simply going to submit at this point and put you 
on notice that I am going to request the right to 
cross-examine the witness on this. This matter 
has been gone through ad nauseam. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, remember 


that she hasn't said anything about - the only thing 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, -cr.ex. 8523 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Young) 
that she has done here -- 
MR. BROWN: Well, counsel for the 
Police shas publinva, four-page, document... Theawitness 


seems to have very limited knowledge of anything in 
thesdocument. Wutherespectjerptind the tendersof 


documents on that basis scandalous. Nonetheless -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I wouldn't 
get too worked up about it, Mr.,Brownes, Obviously 
this is a document that is probably going to be 
referred to by Nurse. Costello. 

MR. BROWN: Well then, why not let 
mosteofL it) go LngtnrovugheNursescGostel loaseNonetheless, | 
Eysimply ¢makeuthe submissionaathat? Iowillibée asking 
Lonelheyenight sob .across-examination., ~He whasanead 


ayStalement wattributed toemyrcltent. seThiis matter 


has been gone into at great length at the Preliminary 
Inquiry and I would like to cross-examine the witness 
Gott fat aglater time. 

MR. YOUNG: May I proceed, 
Mr. Commissioner? 

THE, COMMISSLONER: Pardon? 

MR. YOUNG: May I proceed, 
Mr. Commissioner? 

THE, COMMISSIONER: Yes; Yes; Vou 


can proceed. You have given me warning of that. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, Gunes. 8524 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Young) 


IT am not committing myself. You have to tell me 
that you somehow -- so far all the witness has said 
is that I wasn't there when Susan Nelles made = 

MR. BROWN: Well, fine, but before -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Are you worried 
that there might be something in the -- 

MR. BROWN: I am simply worried about 
the procedure. Mr. Young puts a statement attributed 
to Susan Nelles to the witness before the witness 
is even asked the question whether she heard Susan 
Nelles say anything. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Lonmeno wrong CO 
argue with you on the question. If you think that 
your client has been harmed in some way you can 
cross-examine. I don't see any harm to her at all. 

MR. BROWN: But the statement was 
made in context. For some reason Mr. Young has 
felperits to. erot, Enis cla chestnut out again and 
Petiinicel te suOuldebe Gealtewitiragain dat this time. 
iethink that. the only season this particular thing 
was put to him, he could have asked first whether 
she heard Susan Nelles say anything with respect to 
Kevin Pacsai and if she said no then that would have 
been the end of the matter. 


MR. YOUNG: It is really a moot 
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she did say no. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Browne, cr.ex. 8526 
(Young) 


MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. 

0. On page 3 of the same document, 
Ms. Browne, I refer you once again a little more 
than half way down the page, cme is again dealing 
with the death of Baby Pacsai. 

THE COMMISSIONER: A third of the way 
down dic you say? 

MR. YOUNG: Two-thirds, Mr. Commissioner 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes. 

Mite QUNG OMe twbequns: 

"I asked Lynn Johnson this a week 
later. Kevin Pacsai transferred from 
McMaster Hospital Mareh 11° 2 
"About 1500 just as I went into 

interdisciplinary meeting admitted 

by George Meredith - help, I asked 

Diane to help because team leader ... " 
TL I imagine is team leader, is it? 

A. Yes. 

0. ").s is busy and at meeting 

Jater*— "new baby." 

i Yam=sorry. 

THE COMMISSIONER: "Saw baby", ere 

MR. YOUNG: "Saw baby", thank you. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8527 


TORONTO. ONTARIO (Young) 
1 

2 ' Can you help me with the next word,’ please? 

3 "wes eprocessed orders and life’ and 
4 lettycucsNelbles®relieving’on 4B;"long 
5| night. Given Pacsai among others 

P because RN in 31 wanted RN to keep an 

eye on babies. Susan experienced, 

J cOMmpecent, Nappy, to have her as 

8 relief. 

9 | "Next morning heard that Kevin had 
10) arresteds= resuscitated, Sentsto LeU 

11 | where™he died" later in°aim. Worried 
‘ol whether parents had been notified and 
A enanging condi t1 on —“transter. “ 

! Then she goes on to say: 

= SDiCenoOtURVOLEy aAnOUtmauality ofucare. 
IS Latervarters+death, Mike\Schafter=4 .2° " 
16 Who is Mike Schaffer? 

17 A. He is one of the cardiology 

18 Fellows. 

19 0. Thankwevo. 

20 La. wre cold mMesabouts ..e° "4% 

i and I can't make out the next few lines, the next 

few letters, 
22 
MS. CRONK: Elevated potassium. 

3 Nite OUN Gs eee elevated potassium 
24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Brovwne, <b .ex . 8528 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Young) 


"and asked if he could have got some. 


PmEHnoughtano, trusted all 'thernurses" 
THE COMMISSIONER: " ... re their 
Gare-.and»capabilitys" 
I would like to know what the question is before we 
have another outburst from Mr. Brown, what questions 


VouLaresgoing (to ask? 


MR. BROWN: With respect, Mr. 
Commissioner, these are not her notes. 

THE COMMIT SS LONER: s.L am doing, your ,work 
For yOu nowsso 7/0u dont .— what sis the question «you 
shes! Keema koe Geel weyol ets 

MR. YOUNG: I am interested in whether 
OF NOt this witness»can sadd stovanything, contained in 
the notes? 


THE COMMISSIONER: Are these notes of 


a meeting? 

MR eLOUNGs 7 0Of aimeeting that 
occurred Monday March, 23rd ,,,.1981 at Liz Radojewski's 
house. 

MS<, KITELY: With all due respect, 


Sir, they are clearly not, because it starts off with 


eee LLC Cy VLC W eee ke ‘ 
THE, COMMISSTONER: ,. I sagmee that.it is 


not aS apparent as Mr. Young, is this something that 
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was said, do you remember any of this taking place 
at the meeting? 

THES VITINESOS<: NO. 

Tob eecoMMLSscONER:* = lSne c=that = )ust” che 
ena” ot that? 

MRz YOUNG? * That wWs*tfine;* those/sare 
my questions. 

MR. BROWN: That wasn't the question, 
Mr. Young went through and read at great length things 
which this witness had no knowledge of. I suggest 
the question be put forth regarding the witness' 
personal knowledge of the matters in general and 
then asked -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: It would have been 
faster, yes, all right. Now, Mr. Olah, you have 
something; I am sorry, Miss Kitely? 

MS. KITELY: I was going to ask whether 
mye teLendsintends to, continue vuoing this? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well -- 

Morell bye hor eOne thing, .- toLnk 
the witness should have an opportunity to read the 
entire document so she knows where she is coming from. 

THEVCOMMLSSIONER:*” Yes, all right. | 

MSotehlrhoY: “Ana secondly, L support 
Mr. Brown's position. 


He CUMMi so TONER: —) Yes: . 
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Now, Mrs *Olah? 
MR OLAHSYin all fairness > Mr? 
Commissioner, for everyone concerned, the notes with 


Gespect sto ethemnieeting “ofthe 2 3rd*start at the "last 


page half way down, and to suggest that the notes on 
page 3 relate to the meeting of March 23rd is just 
not so. So if my friend is suggesting that these 
were said during a meeting that is not reflected even 
by the document let alone by the witness' evidence. 

THE COMMISSIONER: The witness seems 
to have confirmed what you have said. 

MR. YOUNG: I thought we had cleared 
Chateus, 1 will ftry to move -on. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Now, are you going 


to ask any more questions about this? 


MR. YOUNG: I have one more area to 


cover Mr. Commissioner. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, tell me what 
| 


they are, tell me what it is before we ask the question? 


MRS YOUNG 83 Weld thi s@ particular 
witness was involved in, and in effect has spent much 
of the last few days telling us about stress on the 
ward. 

THEVGOMMISSTONER: *« Yes: 


MREES YOUNG: SeAnd=in particular ‘she 
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| 
#6 | 
1 
2 talked about Susan Nelles and Phyllis Trayner. I 
3 think vVOUrWL1L 1 =r ind*onWpagez -of*these notes some 
4 discussion of that. I wondered if it might help 
5 the witness refresh her memory, there is some very 
. specific mention of action and reaction that was 
going on in the ward. 
TEE COMMISSIONER: These are Miss 
8 Costello's notes? | 
9 MR. YOUNG: They are Mary Costello's 
10 notes. 
11] THE COMMISSIONER: Where is this on 
ra page 2? 
13 MR. YOUNG: Now I am about half way 
| down page 2. 
14 
THE COMMISSIONER: Let us all read it 
Ms Siilcnuby ‘and=youvcan tellus whats it-1s* we have*to 
16 ao; what’ page? 
17 MR. YOUNG: Page 2. I would start | 
18 where it says: "Some interpersonal problems ... ", 
19 and I am not going to read any more now. | 
20 THE COMMISSIONER: All right, we have 
Cow finde 
21 
MR. YOUNG: And they go until about | 
4 one-third of the way down page 3, Mr. Commissioner. | 
a THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. What | 
24 
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is the question going to: be? 

MR. YOUNG: Let me preface the question 
because my friends have some concerns. I have spent | 
ne last two and a half days listening to all sorts | 
of evidence about stress; and all sorts of evidence 
Bbout the nurses! behaviour and complaints. 


What I was going to ask the witness 


is whether or not she recalls, and I am going to go 
into some of the incidents discussed here. I thought 
because of her position that this is. information 
LoatewOould glike ly. comes COwherm attentions. Loam n 
your hands, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I don't see any 


objection ‘to some specfic reference to a specific 


incident if she has any recollection. Does anyone 
DaVvceany oObsections tomthat? »Wellynalleamniught,.. Yes, 
Miss Kitely? 


MSiask UE ivetae Navel Say gee Sia; leconkt 


object to my friend asking about specific incidents, 
but the way in which he has done it so far we still 
have) parts of it read and then a question asked. 
Rather than doing it that way can I suggest that he 
ask about an incident and if he doesn't get an 
answer then perhaps there can be reference to the 


notes? 
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THE COMMISSIONER: The notes are made 
by somebody: else. 

MSMIKITELY: “Exactly: 

THE COMMISSIONER: uf think Miss Kitely 
Hemright, Mn. Young, the proper way to do it is: 


"Are you aware of X and Y and Z and if you are that 


is fine, if you are not that is fine as well?" But 
this obviously is evidence that he intends to go over 
when Miss Costello is giving evidence, so there is 
nothing, it is obviously something that we are going 
to have to deal with at some time and this witness 
Maythelptusvandamaytneesa eYoucyjust put your questions 
Enieschaverorm 

MR. YOUNG: Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. 
| 


THE COMMISSIONER: And I think 


probably the witness having read the document, that 


is good enough for the moment and you can just simply 
say, do you remember an incident, or do you remember 
these facts? 

MR. YOUNG: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Commissioner. 

0. Are you aware, Ms. Browne, of 
an incident involving Dr. Freedom, where he reassured 
Nurse Trayner that it wasn't her fault, or perhaps 


that it was her fault, there is some confusion in the 
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notes, does that ring a bell? 


A. lirecallanas reassuring, her that 
it was not her fault. 

0. What baby are we talking about 
now? 

A. I remember that in reviewing 
the babies in August when Dr. Freedom was on service. 

0. Can you help me with the name 
of the baby, or are we talking about a group of 
babies? 

A, We are talking about a group, 
from my knowledge it was a group and they were looking 
and questioning what had gone on. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: This would be the | 
croup, Lace aul yiegr oup,ahastake wt? | 

THE WITNESS wy ees « 

MR. YOUNG: Q And what is it you 
recall, did you speak to Phyllis Trayner about this? 

A. No. I recall being in on part 
of that discussion between Dr. Freedom and members 
of Phyllis Trayner's team. 

Q. And what did he say? 

A. He indeed was explaining 
anatomically what was wrong with the children; why 


they were in the difficulty they were; and why they 
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did not respond to their resuscitation efforts. 


0. 


Did you hear at any time that 


Dr. Freedom blamed Phyllis Trayner for these deaths? 


A. 


0. 


No. 


Andwir think *youvhave toldmMus 


that you can't help us with complaints brought to 


youre= Let Me rephrase that. *You® don t- know’ of ‘any 


complaints with respect to Phyllis Trayner's 


behaviour around the arrest, do you? 


A. 


discussion with Miss 


Only as I have stated earlier, 


Radojewski, but it wasn't things 


that were brought directly to my attention. 


0. 


Were you aware that some of the 


other nurses felt a little uncomfortable as a result 


of Phy Flas Trayner's 

A. 

Q. 
that? 

A. 
discussion with Mary 
the teams. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 


did they tell you? 


behaviour? 
I was aware of the feeling, yes. 


And how did you become aware of 


AGaan, +f@2think@primarrly in 
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A. There was some concerns raised 
in terms of- how we support members of the nursing 
staff around there, their stress and their concerns 
about what was going on. 

0. I suspect some of my friends 
may have questions or comments to you about this 
document, but i8ameqorngr tor leave 2zt-for the time 
being. 

I havetonemtinalequestion fortyou, 
Ms. Browne. With your present state of knowledge of 
whatever that may be, do you believe that it is 
possible, and I stress possible, that some of the 
babies were murdered through a deliberate admini- 
Stratton Oftdigoxin? 

MS@*KITELY<9a3Might"i rise? 

THES COMMISSIONERAN. 1) think’. would 
prefer the question would be "suffered from a massive 
overdose of digoxin". 

MRiee OUNG ME Dhisrishalderight. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Administered by -- 

MR. YOUNG: This is our old chestnut. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Pardon? 

HREM YOUNGs9@) This? vss our old chesenut . 

THE COMMISSIONER: It doesn't matter. 


ME. eS LOUNG]yeLeamenotsagoing tosquarrel . 


To execitena. toeqque aw Work Yo aera atk 
iets bee eeerss cZedd \oretd bowenw Daas 
NV BAIOR eay Jor suid 

|, MONEE? Ye te won, dooqave | 9 
Bid. 200s Woy Ot AIamMNO> Yo LNai teeny, oven) yam 
eis edo. wot 4a avetvi ge patios ma I jtud ,arsmreeh 
pruind 

(ee tos rinitebup Ledit ano eves! Tt 
20 mpbebwoud 26 “inde jrivesig 190% (1IN .saword..alt 
~ Mb sb derld ov eitinel doy ob .od ven 2844 tevesmiw 
“lt 20 amoe. 2ar4 Widiew:sd weaves T bas .sfohaesse 


= bataths Steredi job Bydgcoid? boyebtum exew esidsd 


: |e tatkopeh Sa ooiseage 


Reads F aigia ent .en 
iain wr 


: "nixge 4 to @929b3440 
<DyyOY AM 

RAS tuHO'. air 
ai ‘ 
— kien “me 
Pa pan - aise 
- aid ait 

ae 
meat “ 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, +CE Tex. 853.7 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Young) 
al2 
1 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: It is only, I am 
3 not prohibited, I don't know, anyone else can use any 
4 term they ike, *but teamnot going to csetthativulgar 
5 word. Now, what is your problem, Miss Kitely? 
MS’. KITELY:' ‘I’ wasn't rising on «the 
: semantics, sir. 
: THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
8 MS. KITELY: I was rising on the 
9 question itself. We have not established that this 
10 nurse's position decided how a patient died or from 
11 what cause, and unless there is evidence to that 
12| effect in my submission she ought not to be asked. I 
ie make thvs point i thistpoinwam time: because a6 
my friend intends to.do this with every nurse we will 
= be repeating it again and again. We have heard the 
S evidence from the medical staff and from God knows 
16 how many other people over the last six months, and 
17 in my submission it is not appropriate to put the 
18 question to this witness whatever the semantics. 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: Does anyone else 
20 Support that position? I don't see anything wrong 
with the question, you can ask the question. I can 
; tell you though I am not going to pay a great deal 
in | of attention to it unless she gives me her reasons. 
oc If she goes in for some psychic considerations one 
24 
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Way or*the”"other I can; certainly I can rise above 
that. 

MR. YOUNG: I have no doubt about that, 
Mr. Commissioner. 

CHE, COMMISSIONER: ves. All right. 
Did you say you wanted to say something, it looks 
as though you wanted to say something? 

MR. YOUNG: Mr. Brown always looks 
that way when I am cross-examining. 

MR. BROWN: I can support what Ms. 
Kitely said, we can ask anyone in the room the same 
question and it is the same -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: You know, strangely 
enough I am perfectly entitled to go and ask anybody 
ie ties COON gm awon trdOs ted promises you, but there 
is nothing that prevents a commissioner from doing 
PNaPpeveryarni nga Caongedo, OULstO,a-COCKtall. party 
tonight and ask people around, and I can assure you 
that is something I don't do, although they keep 
asking me. This is the trouble with commissions, you 
CaneackucduUestlonusmiikertiis es 1t 1s an inquiry, iti 1s 
not a trial. We have been asking I am afraid every 
doctor that has been here just that question; what 
is your view now? The doctors' opinions are somewhat 


more valuable, not a great deal, but more valuable 
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than Mrs. Browne. Mrs. Browne's opinions are more 
valuable than other people in the room but it is a 


question of weight surely, isn't it? 
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MR. BROWN: Well, essentially it is 
a question of weight, but may I make the submission 
Dioheswants tosasks her about the cause of death, 
he can certainly ask her that, although with respect 
to many of the children she probably has very little 
information. 

MR. YOUNG: Weliyelet us Near that 
from her. 

MR. BROWN: Would you please let me 
finish my submission? 

MR LOUNG. TY do not want. you, giving 


evidence for the witness, Mr. Brown. 


MR. BROWN: Peameno tu. 

THES COMMUSSLONE RSs Well, just one, 
please. Even in a Commission it is customary to 
address the Commissioner. (50, all right, go ahead. 

MR. BROWN: So certainly questions 


on that are relevant and then their weight will 
depend upon the knowledge of the witness. The 
phraseology of the question I think is another 
point. 

Mr. Commissioner, in your ruling you 
yourself have said that you do not have the a re 
tO make any finding with respect to the state of 


mind OL any person or persons. If that indeed be 
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(Young) 


1 
2 
the case, I would argue on the basis of the Bortolotti 
: caseethat if you do not have the authority to do 
4 that, then the evidence in relation to that is not 
5 relevant nor is it admissible. 
6 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, but you 
7 and I know that there is a special legal meaning 
8 of murder, but a layman does not. He thinks that 
: everybody who kills everybody with some form of 
| deliberation is therefore a murderer. We know that 
os thatevemnoGtwso,eat Jeast a2 know that that 1s not so. 
of 1 dao not know whether *you-hknow4that, -but 1 do. 
12| Sos tChateus “theyproblem, ~and-uenis 
13 using a popular term. I would prefer that you 
14 asked whether the children died, whether in your 
15 opinion the children died from digoxin intoxication, 
16 and sif so, -2f"you have any thoughts on the question 
of whether the digoxin was administered accidentally 
74 Grsnot+e Now, that ise*what 2 would*prefer, but’ you 
- go ahead and do it whatever way you want. 
19 MR. YOUNG: Mr. Commissioner, we 
20 are fast approaching 1984, and I am trying to purge 
1% the word "murder" from my language, again to some 
72 sort of double speak but have not quite succeeded. 
03 OF Let me rephrase the question, 
af Ms. Browne. With your present state of knowledge or 
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whatever that may be, do you believe that it is 
possible, and again I stress possible, that some 
of the babies died as a result of a deliberate 


overdose of digoxin? 


AR Tt: is possible. 
0): Cantiyvou helps uss —-— 
MR. SHANAHAN: SONY Veen dudimot 


hear that answer? 


Lob COMMIS SLONE RS: She said yes, 

ie as possibley 
THE WITNESS: It is possible. 
MRswiYOUNG: QO. Now, the Commissioner 


promised me he would give more weight to your 
answer if you could help us with the reason that 
you believe that, and can you? Why do you feel 
that that is possible? 

A. If indeed digoxin levels 
were elevated beyond a reasonable level, then my 
question is why were they, how could they be, and 
ite etiates the case, then is 1t accidental, 1s 1t 
purposeful. 

OF But my question to you was a. 
deliberate overdose, and you said that is possible. 
Do you have any reason to believe that it is unlikely 


that all of these administrations would have been 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Young) 
1 
2 
accidental? 

: THE COMMISSIONER: Well, there are 
4 a'’couple of negatives in there. I am not too sure 

5 how you can answer that question. 

6 MR. YOUNG: Coe ee erect se). aye ae 

7 try again. Do you think that there is a possibility 
8 that this administration might have been intentional? 
5 A. That is possible. 

MR. YOUNG: a think I will leave 

a iteat that. thank "you very much. 

11 THE COMMISSIONER: Are cits eran 
12 you. Now, Mr. Brown, you said you wanted to further 
13 cross-examine. I do not know why, but if you want 
Hr at you can have Lt right now. 

15 MR. BROWN: Wolk, ft do not wank to 
A right now. I think the practice was with Dr. Fowler 

LOewalt Minti. “the end. 

a THE COMMISSIONER: tT do snert think 
i so. It seems to me Mr. Sopinka could not wait to get 
19 at him. 
20 MR. BROWN: That was because I 
21 Uiinkeor some further meeting that he had. 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we will 
93 give you an opportunity this afternoon, but let me 
; just add that I do not think that there has been 
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1 

2 
anything said that concerns me. It may concern other | 

; people ore ate SHetnlewmattete. blite its does. not | 

4 Concern Men esl te Yon waltwtOecross ecxamine,.1.will 

5 | give you an opportunity afterwards. You sit down 

6 now. 

7 Who comes next? Ms. Thomson, do you 

8 come, next? 

4 MS. THOMSON: Yes, Mr. Commissioner. 

TBE  COMMISSTONER: VS mo Lod moh. | 

~ CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MS. THOMSON: 

| On MS... BrOwne, ~My namesis Thomson 

12 and I represent the Hospital for Sick Children. 

13 Iywondersi ty iecould) gust), takesyou 

14 back to your examination yesterday morning by 

15 Me -acronk, wandnparticularly, Iswould like to. get 

i an understanding of the role of the ward meeting and 
communication books. As I understand it, when you 

u were discussing these with Ms. Cronk, they stay on 

AS the wards? 

19 A. Nga hs 

20 ae Wouldedlsbe right in isaying, that 

21 they are used as an inter-shift method of communica- 

2 jeelone tts 

73 As Yes. 

Fy O. Frequently in a hospital where 
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1 
2 
there are 12-hour shifts, members of various nursing 
; teams will not come into direct contact with each 
4 OERGE, and thiseisia methodhort getting messages, 
5 concerns, projected meetings across from one shift 
6 to another? 
7 : A. Thatta sdcormect. 
8 ey Would those ward meeting 
books or communication books be observed bv nursing 
administration? 
10 
AG Not to my knowledge. 
a Oe Not to your knowledge. I 
12 wonder if we could look, then, at the ward meeting 
13 book, and this is the last tab in Exhibit- 300, 
14 Mr. Commissioner, and I am looking particularly at 
15 page 178 which is almost at the end. It is a 
16 November llth, £930 entry. Io just draw your attention 
tO the entry that is about aiquanteraway: downton 
ai the) left hand side of the. page. I believe your 
iS attention was drawn to it yesterday, and it states: 
19 "Our concerns will be taken to the 
20 areal co-ordinator on amregular basis." 
21 That would be the normal route of hierarchical 
22 communication? 
3 AY Yes. 
QO: Would I be wrong in implying 
24 
25 
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(Thomson) 


1 
2 
from that entry that perhaps to that point the 
3 
carrying on of concerns was done on an irregular 
¢ basis, and certainly concerns raised in the ward 
5 communication book might not always be brought 
6 directly to the attention of the area co-ordinator? 
7 A. It would appear that way, yes. 
8 Oa Staying with Exhibit 300, 
4 could we go back, then, to page 5, which is at the 
very beginning of the book. I am referring 
10 
particularly to the August 15th ward meeting, and 
aw If si am right, those present. are dane,--.Lsam Sori, 
12 who would Jane be? 
13 ae Jane Partridge. 
14 OG. Jane Partidge. Phyllis would 
15 be Pay llis irayner? 
A. ‘eS. 
16 
Q; Susan Nelles and Liz Radojewski? 
17 
A. eS See 
18 
THE SCOMMLSS TONER: I am sorry, where -f-- 
19 MS= a CRONK: Page .0 ,4Si.. 
20 MS. THOMSON: I am sorry, my 
71 apo Lodles a OUsare Gquutestight, 1b iSspages6,. 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: Veer prc mon te 
73 MS. THOMSON: My notes are thus 
COrrecteqd) 
24 
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(Thomson) 
1 
4 
On Now, if we go down to I think 
: Powis stheathird stem) nwe scan *see: 
Z ebsyCulatuust for €4A/s vbr. WWehrspann, 
) will be meeting with him in September 
6 to set up some plans for 4A/B staff 
a and patients." 
8 Now, I understand that these minutes, if we turn 
: Over to page 7, it would appear that the minutes 
were kept by Liz Radojewski; is that correct? 

10 

| A, MES*% 
r OF Now, as I understand it, 
12 Dr. Wehrspann did indeed become available to the 
13 patients and to the families in September para e 
14 year, I think that was your evidence yesterday? 
15 A. Y6s; 
16 OF teunderstandwWfrom «Ms. Cronk ‘'s 

| coments this morning that Liz Radojewski will be 
Called as a witness * Caneyou tell mewift’ youelnow 
SS specifically 1fatherconcerns about having a. staff 
19 psycolatrist were taken to the nursing hierarchy? 
20 AG I do not have that knowledge. 
fal oy So I would be better to put 
22 that eae to Ms. Radojewshi? 
23 A. mes. 
a4 ane Again, there is a second 
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1 
2 
reference, this is January 8th of 1987 again 1n 
: the communication book, and Pidt, bib. COMM. SsiOner, 
; is found on page 29, again at the first tab. The 
5 reference was made there at the very bottom of the 
6 page: 
7 "We will talk with Andrea Fresin 
8 about the possibility of becoming 
5 involved with the wards ona long 
term basis to help us with our feelings 
a abOUEspa LYGNt cdeacttise” 
m Carrying over on to the next page. 
12 Now, I understand from the entry 
13 atthe beginning of that meeting you were 
| present at that meeting; is that correct? 
15 AS ves. 
16 Bhs Do you know when indeed 
Andrea Fresin was contacted? 
‘ THE COMMISSIONER: Is it Fresin --- 
ze THE WITNESS: It 1S Frewin. 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: Pow lira deer Pant. 
20 MS. THOMSON: Po. lean SOPrry,* Frew, 
21 | F-r-e-w-i-n? 
22 figs that 2s Correce, 
23 THE COMMISSIONER: What is her 
occupation? 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne peer sex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Thomson) 
THE WITNESS: She is a mental health 


nurse who served as a consultant for nursing staff. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Was she on the 
Stdbreorethe wWospital sforeSick. Children? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. Could you ask 
your question again, please? 

MS. THOMSON: .. spcertainivn. Dream 
wondering if given that that entry is certainly done 
in a projected sense, that we will taik, can you 
tell me with any specificity as to when this woman 
was approached, and coming out of that meeting, 
by whom the understanding she was to be approached? 

A. My understanding, and I do not 
Ghinke ist scien ithisypartircularmywreference,, wasicthat 
the decision was made that the team leaders would 
discuss whether indeed they wanted Andrea Frewin 
approached and for what purpose, and that that was 
delayed to their team leader meeting March the 10th. 
As far as my knowledge goes, it was discussed at 

know 
the time. I do not Ahe outcome. To my knowledge, 
Andrea Frewin was not enlisted in terms of support 
for the staff. 

ae Thanks Vous sult Ginconins go 
back, then, to your anpearance before as of last 


week, and I am referring, Mr. Commissioner, to 
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(Thoms on) 


VOLUnemoc a ledOenolebelteve=(here wir “bowany need 
COMTcote! tO Le eo Uteat stiatetime your tola Mss Cronk 
that you acted in many ways as a liaison between 

tre nursangectart and the caralologvste; is that 
COLTECCG: 

A. Vesr 

(ols Pr terms “ofthat; ' thimksyou 
have indicated that vou would have contact primarily 
with the ward chiefs when they were on call, although 
you also had a monthly meeting with Dr. Rowe? 

A. That@rs Correct ; 

CPs Now, —“ note thar’ from the 
testimony you have already given before this Commissio 
in the middle of August you approached Dr. Freedom 
because of the concerns raised by Nurses: Trayner and 
Nelles about the deaths of the babies, and at that 
time I understand you approached him because you 
hoped that his information about the autopsies would 
help these nurses come to an understanding of the 
cause of deaths of the children. I also note with 
some interest that Dr. Freedom was ward chief from 
mMeenmrcdle o1sAugustcor=that years wihis;, "I *would 
understand, gave rise to his discussions with 
Dre Rowe anoeciersctcing Up of Che september —-otn 


meeting; is that your understanding? 
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(Thomson) 
ee Lean not sure that LE as that 


cause and effect. 

Ove You had also gone to Dr. Rowe 
and. Le. ——- 

Piss Nopetouteely think. that iz 
Radojewski, and that was the meeting I believe 
Ehesendyot aiily,< thateshe shad rspokenjwitth xe, <Contrera 
who was the Cardiology Fellow at that time, raising 
nursing concerns as well. So it may have come to 
Dr. Rowe's attention through other routes as well. 

Ce imesee. By and large, though, 
I think you would agree with me, and we have had some 
Opportunity to get to know in a very different forun, 
but get to know both Dr. Rowe and Dr. Freedom, would 
you agree with me that they were approachable 
individuals? 

AL Very muchitso% 

on Would you find, given your 
communications with them, that they were responsive 
to your ‘concerns? 

Ae Saoiees 

iste So the meeting of September 
the 5th was set up. There was another meeting, we 
know, that was scheduled and was held on Sentember 


the 26th, and I understand that you were not present 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO a 


(Thomson) 
1 
2 
at either of these meetings. 
: | Ns aeresult. of them, however, and 
in your discussions with nursing, can you give 
5 me some idea Ofewhat the fGeedback~ito: use .the;term, 
6| was as a result of the meetings? 
7 A. The nurses) felt That ithey | 
8 better understood the medical problems of the children | 
9 and what had happened around the --- 
oy Did. wiehe ys itand ache presponse 
a of the doctors mupportuve: 
se A. fees. 
12) Os And basically what had been 
13 sought? 
| A. Ves. 
15 OD. Now again, yesterday morning 
16 we went to Exhibates00,eand again at the end of 
that book, pageyl75 there is reference to an, October 
23rd meeting. In terms of the October 23rd meeting, 
He you told Ms. Cronk vesterday -- this is in Volume 84 
oi at page 8256 -- the question was asked of you by 
20 Ms s'Gronk,s and) iisseamiireading pabout sa,quarter, of the 
21 way down the page: 
22 oe Can you help me please as 
93 to what frustrations were that were 
2 identified at that meeting concerning 
25 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Thomson) 
1 
2 
"the arrests which had been occuring 
; on those two wards? 
A. | the frustration was that an 
5 SOlte Of ttheir attempts at resuscitatio 
6 that the children had not survived. 
a Be And was it perceived that that 
8 was continuizig to be the case not- 
5 withstanding the meetings and the discussions 
that, had» taken place at the two 
a mortality meetings in September? 
11) A. Mere 
12 ©. Was there still a concern on 
13 ENG spare of nursing staft "at. that 
ill Eame; that 4s October 23rd, 1980 as 
15 to the number of deaths that were 
16 occurring? 
A. Yes." 
sf 
Now, I merely raise this in terms of what we know 
ue of the numbers of deaths, and because of Mr. Scott's 
19 insistence, I have a handy little chart which tells 
20 me when the babies died. I note, and I am sure 
71 my friends will correct me should I be wrong on this, 
22 but I note that in the months of September and 
93 October there was a considerable decrease in the 
deaths. 
24 
Zo 


iy inf 
Sit PexuEne 
| 

ria9 nt Sig Sad ox, yeu 


ell ahs 


wow 
AUS SO0° ORE andgaby to rt arly ca ae 


tH eal 39 LF. bned 7 evel 3 ee ~ oo 
1 bas 


,sitonm7 nani ieee 7 Ad - 148 auth 


-_ 


ae ee 


= 


eit NO tMIOww se : A | 
(2113 No pAoOxw = t We wnt etka? Ls abi $53 on 


4 (Wim vedas q98 to i see nee i a8 ashe $uicl 
ate a : abe: wi: ic 


eve : 7 
if 1. cal : AoW y fart 


RCHSC 
Sec 21 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne, Cr.e€x. 8554 


(Thomson) 


In the month of September we have 
Laurette Heyworth who dies September 2nd and I think 
she was an older child, is that not correct? Are 
you¢fani liars aYousire nottfamiliar? 

A. Wvcanwgt jrecalh? 


MR. sHUNT ath’ misorry pando weehave the 


chart? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we've got 
another chart, if you want to look at page 44 of 
Exhibits oie! cdonpieknow cifuyouccan delivermsthat 
Chaat eGigpnot shut slmwould €insi st conicgetting tpaid) for fit. 

Maael HOMSON mel twould thinkitso rsa xr. 


i jthinkyit jispalkso «contained, as Ms a-Cronkvindicated, 


in the Prima Facie Statement of Facts. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, it is on page 44 
You are quite right, Laurette Heyworth followed by 
Brian Gage, Richard McKeil. Brian Gage and Laurette 
Heyworth are the only two in September. 

MS: -THOMSON-satlhat- asi connect. «And 
then in the months of October we've got Richard McKeil 
and the Adamo baby and Francis Volk. I'm just looking 
for some indication perhaps as to why there were 
concerns and frustrations again in the October 23rd 
meeting given that you have just indicated to me that 


the feelings were positive following the September 26th 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Thomson) 
ee 
1 
2 meeting and given that it does seem that the deaths 
3 decreased to what might be a more expected number. 
4 Can you give us any insight into the comments contained 
5 | in that entry at page 175? 
A. My feeling would be that 
6 
| additional deaths reiterate those same concerns and 
7 
that they continued to question their nursing role 
8 and what they were doing in spite of the reassurances 
| : * 
9 that had been given and I think the comments about 
a frustrations concerning communication blocks with the 
11 physicians, the summary that was done by the 4B staff 
12 about that same meeting commented on the doctors 
re not communicating to nursing staff soon enough how 
Sick the children were. 
14 
0. Ate *c1gnc. 
BS ; 
A. And I believe we did cover that 
16 yesterday. 
|e 0. But there was nothing specific 
18 that had occurred during that period that you can 
19 direct our attention to? 
20 A. NOt than == aml aware ot, no. 
0. NO} 
21 
A. Again, I think it was a combi- 
22 
nation of stresses if you will and the deaths of the 
23 
children being one. 
24 
25 
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Q. But would the deaths, two in 
cay emcee and three in October, would those, from 
your years of experience, be an alarming number? 

| A. Notealarmingsbuts Ehatiias 
Significant. 

MR. SHANAHAN: I didn't hear, not 
alarming but what? 

THE WITNESS: But significant. 

THE COMMISSIONER: psBut significant you 
said? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. But perhaps I 
Should qualify that as well that one death is 
Siguitheants 

MS. THOMSON: Q@< Indeed. I wonder if 
PPcouLdecurngnow toe the ttopacilofrpnrounds.pawe have 
heard a great deal about rounds and in fact in 
Dre Rowe ’secross-examinationnby Mien SCott) sands I 
am merely, for the assistance of my friends would 
give the reference, that can be found at Volume 20 
endhitaruns tifromapages 3538eto 73600. We have had 
some considerable discussion about the role of rounds 
and the cardiologists role in rounds and I wonder if 
while we have a member of the nursing staff on the 
Waitnéessrstand ifelecouldajusterunsthrough’some of 


those rounds in which nurses would participate. 
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Now, aS I understand it, there are 


nursing rounds? 


A. Bate i secouuect. 

Q. Those are just with the nursing 
Static 

A. Yess 

Q. And who would be present at 
those? 

A. Primarily a nursing round would 


happen after report in the morning. 


0. Yes. 
A. And it would usually be the 
head nurse and the team leader. They would do a 


walk-around round. 


0. This would be ward specific? 
A. Nese 
0. Aldiraght.whNow;rd alsomhadéan 


indication that the head nurses and the team leaders 
meet subsequently with the residents and indeed 


with yourself, as thattcorrect? 


A. When I could make it, yes. They 
did routinely. 

0. There are also, aS we have 
heard from Dr. Rowe, cardiology rounds. These would 


be twice a week, am I correct? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8558 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Thomson) 

3 | 
| 
2 A. The regular ward cardiology round? 
3 0. Well, I'm thinking at)the moment | 
4 of the teaching cardiology rounds. 

5 A. Yes. 
: Q. And present at that would be 

the cardiologists and the cardiology fellows, all 
‘ the residents and the head nurse or the team leader? 
8 A. Phathisncorrect, 
9} 0. And I understand it Monday was | 
10 also a fairly busy day because you had two meetings; 
11| you had one which looked to the week coming and one 
19 | which was a weekly review. I wonder if perhaps you 
ie could describe those for us? 

A. The Monday morning meeting was 

Pa a combined cardiology and cardiovascular surgery 
» round. In that meeting generally they would review 
16 the angiograms of the children who were scheduled 
17 for surgery that week. 
18 Q. Yesi. 
19 A. They then would go to X-ray, 
20 see the X-rays of all of the cardiology and cardio- 
Be vascular surgery patients, then do a walk-through 

round and discussion in the Intensive Care Unit eet 
a then go to the ward. 
0. Yes; oOAnd “the ones. in othe after- 
24 noon? 
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A. In the afternoon meeting it was 
a combined round of the cardiology staff and the 
total cardiovascular staff and they would review the 
angiograms of children who had been catheterized 
the previous week and make decisions about whether 
indeed they would need surgery and if so when would 
that be done. 

0. ALU aaignt CF cNowyediditnurses 


participate in these two Monday rounds? 


A. Nurses’ ‘from ‘the ward;).either 
the head nurse or the team leader would go around in 
the review of those patients. 

0. Rarohe. 


A. I generally attended those rounds; 


not the Monday afternoon rounds but the Monday morning 
rounds. 

0. All right. Now, there were 
also I4ithink pathology conferences is! that rcorrect? 


A. Yes. 


Q. And would the nurses be invited 
to attend those pathology conferences? 
A. They were invited. 
0. And then of course we know 
that every morning at 8:30 there is another major 


round and one of the purposes of that is to review 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Thomson) 
afi | 
1 
2 any deaths from the night before, from the day before, 
3 Teethate correct? 
4 A, Te plimay spur pose, isi sto 
5 | review the catheterizations of the children from the 
day before but there would be any discussion of 
particular problems at that time. 
7 
0. And I think we have heard from 
: Dr. Rowe that those are fairly freewheeling discussions? 
| 
9 A. Yes. 
10 0. And part of that is encouraged 
11 | iowomt cachangehosp 1 tal: 
1 A. Yes. 
13 0. Parulci pation lisy Very muchs a 
part of learning? 
14 
A. eS. 
iis 
Q. Did nurses attend those? 
16 A. They were invited to attend, it 
17 Wasea,0ttricultetime lotsdayatoretnen to’ bes freed up, 
18 sO, very rarely. 
19 Q. Now, as I understand it, they 
20 would be held at 8:30, approximately? 
A. ese 
21 ; 
Q. When would the long night shift 
20 
end? 
AR 
A. Tiel re repor PEewOulLd  hbeGadtes, =) 5.550, 
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usually the nurse left the ward at about quarter to 
elguc, 

Q. But presumably if a nurse did 
have particular concerns about a particular baby 
she could attend the morning conference and hear the 


discussion of the child by the cardiologists at that 


time? 
A. She could. 
Q. Thank you. 
A. It was not recommended if she 


needed to work the next 12-hour shift the next night. 
Q. PewOnd Gre ite COMO MULT ton id 
moment to a matter that was raised by Mr. Young this 
morning and that is with respect to the incident 
report that was filed on Baby Gage? I pemteve 
Mr. Commissioner, that is Exhibit 308° and as we 
know we are somewhat limited in copies. Nonetheless, 
I just wanted to draw the attention of the Commission 
THE COMMISSTONGER: «Lt is Exhibit 308. 
MS. THOMSON: Q I wonder if we could 
turn perhaps to Exhibit 61 which is the medical 
chart on Baby Gage? I note in particular that this 
incident report -- 
Meee lve, BTO,interrupe my ariend, 


could my friend wait until the witness also has the 


chance 
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MSs PHOMSON: @ehtimtsorry ail ywotld «be 
Nappy *tos 

0. Bitipeould just Mookgatheshebit 
308%forla *moment, “which istthe incident reportistMy 
understanding is that the nature of this medication 
error was double-dosing - I will get to a page number 
in a moment. 

A. Thank you. 

Q. That was a double-dosing and, 
that is, there was an amount given, the prescribed 
amount waS given at 0530 hours on the morning of the 
24th of September because the child was scheduled 
to have a digoxin level taken and then subsequently 
in error there was another dose administered, as 
would) normallys be* themease ate 9 olelockian the 
mormang: bse thati yours understanding) of;Exhibit 308? 

A. yes. 

Q. Now, if we could for a moment 
turn to page 126 of the Gage report. That, Mr. 
Commissioner, you will note is one of the lab print- 
OnuSs ewiltmirespect tomthasmchant: bein) the,finst 
column which has a date entry of September 24th, 
POSO weandMas tamewco likectior ofni600 hours there es 
a digoxin level} reported of .)5., Me am «merely 


asking you, Ms. Browne, if you would agree with me 
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that although this level is somewhat high we have 
heard from cardiologists and pharmacologists that the 
level is not unduly alarming and that although the 
child did receive an extra dose it would seem that 

in monitoring the child's progress by doing the 
digoxin level there is nothing particularly alarming 
about that? 

A. I would agree. 

0. ANGPeleLoiink to be fair that 
becomes a matter of issue because my record indicates 
that the Gage child died at 0400 hours on September 
25th, which would be some 18, 19 hours after the 
final administration of digoxin the morning before? 

A. feo 

0. And we have intervening in that 
a digoxin level which is not unduly alarming? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Ii Piscoulagthent-= 

THE COMMISSIONER: The funny thing 
about it is that the incident report was made at 1800 
hours and this test seems to have been taken at 1600 
hours. So, it doesn't follow that the test was 
taken because of the incident, but perhaps I'm wrong. 

MSs TUOMSON: ) WelldeiMr-eCommissicner, 


the test was indeed scheduled on this baby and that 
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is why the baby received the dose at 0530. 
| THE COMMISSIONER: The test was 
Scheduled aisneéttethat right? 

MS. THOMSON: ® Yes 

THE COMMISSIONER: But it would have 
been scheduled for some time around 10 or 11 in the 


morning, would it not? 


MS. THOMSON: Well, presumably at 0900 


hours, yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, some time 
around then and that's why they take it earlier but 
tmimbace DUedidnvizohappent’ InGfact;, theyonever took 
Diettestmate? ongl0So%clocktine®thetmorning’ 

MS. THOMSON: Well, perhaps we could 
ask the witness. 

0. Although the incident report 
Wesel ted ouch andel confess (Mreccommissioner; “I am 
NoOteexactivyesure: =cohpel see, downcat the bottom: 

THE COMMISSIONER: Down at the bottom 
it seems to say -- 

MS ee LHOMS ON soars 00. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And this blood 
sample seems to have been taken at 1600. 

MS. ST HOMSON 2980.4) Wells, “could 4ietherni 


ask the witness that if the error did indeed occur 
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at 0900 hours, although the incident report was not 
filled out, ‘would it be reasonable to presume that 
steps were undertaken to monitor that child, that 

the filling out of the paper doesn't necessarily 
coincide with knowledge amongst staff of the incident 
occurring? 

A. I would agree. 

0. Again, if we may for a moment 
stay fontthesctopic%0f medicationverrors.¢goThis |psea 
matter that was raised yesterday morning and I would 
refer you again to Exhibit 300, which is the ward 
meeting and Communications Book. I am looking in 
Pantuculan at pageo64!y bihatwis thecentrynofsthe sth 
of November and I confess that I have the same problem 
as Mr. Young in understanding when months are put into 
numerical value. But if I read across there I would 
understand that there are four medication errors 
recorded: tone onkOctober 6th, cone*on October 0th; 
another at October 15th and another on November 7th. 
Would you agree that that would be a correct reading 
Srecia tz 

A. Vest 

0, Now, again, I have the Bc antace 
Gmtthiswehant vouteaogrtehink tagaimtfrom the Prima Facie 


Statement of Facts we can determine that the only one 


) don Sew Feogey saoblons ot deuvoiiie axwen 68D Je 
Jumgeery tot eldencesor oul a4 Sihtite (eum Bertr? 

260d \dline feds vodinom OF Wels Reem oe aqoue 

a Yittaeeso<n #’ neaot asigatg ad 20 ao! okey ay 
I Silithus! 2a: Shbe ~hisnigin “ghana det abisatos 


Rt rs999 | 


-so1p8 Bivow I A 
JGScioMn 2 tO8 Yen ow 3i ,robspA Q 


f ef eit? .2igiys noitasiiem to olyot she Ro yete 


/ 
ae 


) Bivew I Sae paintom vebrs7e60ey bovis: eaw Jedd us¢dem 
Peew and wi doldedw: ,OOF +idkdas oy tens OY se tet 
ni pride! ma.t ©, dood snoiseansauemoed fre paiyoum 


inh. ett To eine eds er aon? .éo seag ts telgnidgaq 


Heider ones WP rasd ded} =uabnoo-t Bre 2odm@VOH to 


|) C2Nt= sug ip Re Botiw peidostexshny 2d prvey sé as 7 a 
| Sitow teu gapieGses tT 24 Set cookev Tesdedmn F ia 
SLOT ES Add tao Lom WHO eva otdy: dedy bestexreboy , 78? 4 


50 eddgeq ae ORO ,AW2 xdoto0. Aan one :bebreses 
‘at wormevelt da\cuilyony bus M42 sadoxan se eneenn 
ee i orn tedtd Serta 23106 uoy bLegh 
teak de 


a eR ee ee 


A 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne 7s CYraex. 8566 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Thomson) 


which may be of some consequence is the October 15th 
one. The October 15th one is perhaps of note because 
that is the date on which Richard McKeil died. None- 


theless, 12£ we look at the McKeil chart, and this i5 


Exhibit 62 at page 80, it is noted at that time that 
the time of death of the child is 0426. If I look 

at this exhibit, Exhibit 300, it would seem to be 

the similar type of error that the dose was supposedly 
administered at 0530 hours because a digoxin level 
was to be taken and in error a subsequent dose was 
administered at 0900 hours. But the only connection, 
I would submit, that that would seemingly have no 
connection as the only baby who died at the same time 
was Richard McKeil and that child unfortunately had 
aved prior to 0530 hours, 

So, although we don't have it 
identified, would you agree with me that it is 
unlikely that that child was one who was administered 
digoxin inserror? 

A. Given those circumstances, no. 

0. I think in looking at those five 
Gigoxin errors that we followed up on, it is perhaps 
worth to note that most medication errors are not | 
fatal, would you agree with that? 


A. Less 
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Oe Anaduthatato angqneaber or Lesser 


extent ae GOELEE Giateiietits LOrnaarNere a's a 
Syctem thdt is at work ¥ehnrough instant reports, 
through notations being made, and that babies indeed 
are monitored following any knowledge of medication 
enroyn?s 

Ave Yes. 

(Eke Gouldeieturnesuspbacke £0 
Evi bttes00, andvlm gomng to ga to) ther front of 
this book, and this, MrveCommiessioners;eastwherert 
wasmmakingaueferences tospagedS, ,andithattisethe 
entry approximately a quarter of the way down page 5, 
and thatvashtheuentryhinewhichothenchiidsaAmber 
Dawsoneistdisctussed,@andiit as noted? thats 


"News of cause for Amber is still 


unkown post mortem was done yesterday. 


Now I think there is a notation on 
the side which says: 

ieee talkedytofCardos.ert 
And you indicated to us that you believed that was 
Carlos Contreras who was a Cardiology Fellow. 

A. yes. 

Q. And I merely want to ask you 
that given that there was an element of surprise in 


that death, and given that the post mortem was done, 
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thebesisea £01 lowupe 1s" theresnot ons) pagen6 oft that 


Be wOlare 

Dn Yeu. 

OF And indeed following the 
post mortem I presume if it is entered in the ward 
communication book there was a communication to the 
nurses as to the cause of death of this child as at 
that time it could be best explained by the pathologis 

AY Yes. 

QO. Just one more area that arose 
from your questioning yesterday, and that refers to 
Exhibit 302 which is the memorandum from Mr. Snedden, 
who is the Executive Director of the Hospital. 
Thaterellates to tehelcaldangrotfeCcode 25¢stand) the 
ijmalviduals» who. are to be notified in the case of 
a Code 25 being called. We know that that memo: was 
superceded a few weeks later, and at that time it 
was indicated that digoxin levels too were to be 
taken at the death of any of these children. 

You indicated yesterday in examination 
by Ms. Cronk that between the period of March the 
22nd and when Exhibit 302 was put out, on March 30th, 
you were unsure of the procedure that was in place 
at thateetamesves Towould merely like to clarify a 


point, Mre Commissioners at page 157 of the Dubin 
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Report, it is indicated by that Commission that 
digoxin vee were taken on all patients post mortem 
from March 25th, 1981 and onwards. Those are my 
questions, thank you very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I am just going 
to ask you, Miss Chown, not necessarily call on you, 
have you any questions? 

MS. CHOWN: I have no questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: IGG oe Bch Lod gh eg, 

Mr. Knazan, have you questions? 

MR. KNAZAN: Ves; 2 6.cOr 
Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Wowld syougprefter 
tOsStartunowsos would,svouyoreftereternstart after 
Junch? 

MR. KNAZAN: iwouldgpreterr to Start 
now. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. KNAZAN: 

OF Ms. Browne, I represent 
Mrs. Christie. You rejoined the Hospital in 1975, 
iis ethatecornnecth? 

A. Yes. 

ee And from 1975 to 1982 you were 
in the same position? 


A. Yes. 
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(Knazan) 
1 
2 
OF lo epee cOCrects Chatnin that 
3 5 
position you had very little contact with bedside 
: care by the nurses? 
5 As Very limited. 
6 OF Ug) Jip demblonthe: eo Exel geal) Mylo): 
| description which you provided to us, I believe 
8 enesoO  eyVOUreTUuUnGEIONS “Ase practical nursing, ws that 
COrrect? 
9 
Ae Yes weit. usMentatledy Practitioner”. 
10 
Qs Practitioner, what is contem- 
1) 
/ ! plated by that? 
12 A. It was some direct involvement 
13 Wien panticularapatientssor with particular nurses 
14 around» the carefoL particudar patients? 
15 Qs Butea t didn't: include ongoing 
Cate of a patient? 
16 
A. No. 
17 
OR And to summarize your lengthy 
18 , 
evidence, part of your lengthy evidence with 
19 Mey Cronk, wolldsit bestairetowsaye that? theretis 
20 divergence between the policy manual, Exhibit 291 
21 and the practice on the wards as you know it? 
22 A. Yes. 
73 On Now how would the Policy Manual, 
Exhibit 291, come to a nurse or an RNA'sS attention? 
24 
25 
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FonpinStancent telsedatedsMarch? L97d, wheneMrez,)Olah’s 
cldenteewease hi red-el ial 906 0eehow,would) this finst 
be brought to her attention? 


A. Dewlompar tol eticsorlentation 


for all» nursingsstaft. 


OFF Are they given a copy? 

A. Pardon? 

Ops Do you know if they are given 
aAsCODY ? 

At No, theyhareonoteit 1s <a 


large black volume and it is kept on the ward. 


Or Sosdthey referatosit? 

An eS. 

O7 And are encouraged to read it? 
A. Yesn 

@, BivisevyOl Mavesaamitted.even 


Lf etheyedid read it thatawouldgnot necessarily 
describe what their functions were to be? 

Ax ies 

Oe So they would learn those 
functions probably from the nurses who are already 
on the team. 

A. Initially from the teaching 
team leader who does her orientation, which is 


fairly extensive,on thataward,ebefore,they actually 
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assume patient care responsibilities. Once they 
have assumed patient care responsibilities it would 
become the responsibility of the team leader and 
other members of the team. 

Qs Now in chief you testified, 
and again to Ms. Kitely, that the RNA is allowed to 
Gare forlatchi hdrwhogis on IV? 

A. Yes* 

O% And you have talked to 
Myue BrownbaboutetheslVAGraLSsSethatrcorrect? 

A. anyves: 

OF And you indicated that the 


IVAC shows how many drops are going per minute? 


A. Te CONEEOLS: 

Oe REE Controls siteinegenerall? 
BS me o7 

Os Does huttlalsopnotityr”the 


nurse who is caring for the child when the buretrol 
is empty? 

A. Tt notities of any change in 
the flow of drops through the drip chamber and it 
may indeed because the buretrol is empty ’ 

OF tn factaut stheeburetrolswere 
enptyeLtewould be too, 1s that correct? 


AY Tiaiersacorrectu. 
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O% And if an RNA were caring for 


ay child ay inky eeenene and the IVAC beeped, as you 
understand the practice and what the RNAs are allowed 
to do on the wards, what would you expect the RNA 
to do in that situation? 

A. To notify the RN who would 
then, till the buretrow 

Q. ineview of thestact¥thattthe 
manual does*not correspond to the practice and that 
you did not have much bedside experience from 
1975 to 1982, and that you have testified that RNAs 
are-allowed to/care’ for ehildren’ on’ intravenous. 

A. vest 

O% If I were to suggest to you 
tHatef-am tnsteructea that an RNA is allowed and'in 
fact does fill the buretrol from the IV bag when 
the IVAC beeps, would you be in a position to 


disagree with that? 


A. fm terms ot+the-actual 
practicer 

on The actual practice. 

A. I would have to stand corrected. 

Oo}: So having agreed to stand 
corrected. 

THE COMMISSIONER: He stated that 
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towyou,; and it Beeesecrue, that's all. 
| THE WItNESs: Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: You don't have 
to stand corrected, but@vESthat tsaso; tyour question 


was, would it surpriseryou? 


THE WITNESS: No. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Why not? 
THE WITNESS: I could see that 


happening as a function of, a busy unit. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Picee ial Vright. 
MR. KNAZAN: Oe eel view ol athiat 
Vast answer [ jyust wantero Know 1f you will 
slightly modify parts of your evidence’ that 
you gave in chief and to Ms. Kitely. I don't 
Ssuggestethat thereldstatqneattdiiferencenbetween 
your answers and the practice. 
YouLtestsiied’torianstancerto 
Ms. Cronk, and my friends this is Volume 82, last 


Thursday, page 7843, and I think I will start at 


73428 
THE COMMISSIONER: 7842? 
MR. KNAZAN: (RAP reat iner Ls % 
Oye You were talking about RNAS: 
AR She could observe the intra 
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1 
2 
M9 "antravenous goes into» the patient 

3 ‘ 

but she had no responsibility for 
4 

what was actually done’ to the IV. 
5 OF eCouldmshe startvit or discontinu 
6 it or in any way adjust the flow of 
7 the*IVemedication? 
8 A. No. 
9 O% Was she:then to have any 


direct contact’ in*other than an 
observational sense with the IV 


appabatusvat all? 


A. Now? 

isp ce yourseyidence today that) 1t is 
possible that aniRNAVmighnt have: direct =contact. in 
the sense of filling the buretrol from the IV bag? 

A. be WeGpossibiley butebasedvon 
my knowledge of policy and practice what I stated 
before would still stand. 

OF And then again at 7843, line 10 
where Ms. Cronk says: 

POs And*in praGtice™onceVagain 

does a registered nursing assistant. 

in any way deal with the IV solution 

Dag. Gpecie. [LVesoluticn bottle onvan 

iV eappaLratus ? 


A. NOs 
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1 
2 
SOs Ge biemsUggestiOnmL putLRto3you 
; turned put to beecorrect, that thespractice was 
4 that they could empty the IV bag you would modify 
5 that answer? 
6 ne I would. Could I suggest 
2 that either a reference to the head nurse or to 
8 the teaching team leader about actual practice will 
9| be more appropriate? 
Ox Okay, thank syou: 

aa THE COMMISSIONER: Would this be 
: a good time? 
12 MR. KNAZAN: yes, this would be 
13 a good time. 
14 THE COMMISSIONER: Un bie 2350). 
15 MS i. -KETELY: Mr. Commissioner, 
16 could we poll the people who are here to examine 

the witnesses and see whether we are now going to 
x finish today or tomorrow. 
A THE COMMISSIONER: YeshevllrsaaOlLah. 
19 I had better first of all -- 
20 MR. KNAZAN: 20 more minutes, 
4 Mr. Commissioner. 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: MiaamOvalle 
3 MR. OLAH: Like I suggested yesterday 

about 20 minutes. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Knazan) 
THE COMMISS TONER: Mr. Labow? 
MR. LABOW: I expect to be half an 
hour, Mr. Commissioner. 
MR. SHANAHAN: 15 minutes, 
Mr. Commissioner. 
THE COMMISSIONER: That pretty 


welt stakespatithis afternoon, I don't think there 

is much chance of finishing even if we sit late. 

I think what we will do, we will try to get through, 
and then Mr. Brown wants some more time too. 

MR. BROWN: Ti Vou, perhaps can give 
me 5iminutes this afternoon. 

THE COMMTSSTONER: Yes, ali rignt. 
We will give you 5 minutes at 2:30. The reason I 
aiiecomungmthate tSein Case: your fear turns Out to 
be a rational one, I would like you to be able to 
Correct 1t right awayamenat's all. ‘So’ I think we 
WithieputeyOUsOnwat. 2:30, 001 doubts1fiwe wild finish 
thes afternoon, but 1 take it we will have no 
trouble finishing tomorrow. 

Misscmhkitely loam Looking at you, 
and how long would you be when you come back at it, 
you don't know yet? 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Miss Cronk? 

MS? tCRONK: 15 to 20 minutes, 
Mr COmmissloner . 

THE COMMISSIONER: Weir math nk owe 
can readily - if we get almost all of the evidence 
done we can finish you two tomorrow morning, is 
that reasonable? 

MS CRONE: TewOULGmtuinkisoO,;ms iy, 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, until 
ceo 0methnen: 


---Luncheon recess. 
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~——Upon resuming. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder, Mr. 
Knazan, if we could dispose of Mr. Brown so we will 
set hime out of the-way; @sethat agreeable to you? 
You had five or ten minutes and you do not 


InterLupe this -—- 


MRea BROWN: graamigquiate.content to 
go after Mr. Knazan is finished. 
THE COMMESSTIONER: All right. Then 
we will finish Mr. Knazan. 
MR. KNAZAN: Thank you. 
O*% Ms, Browne, waS a RNA 
ever assigned a patient under constant nursing care? 
AS 1 ido; not wrecall so. 
es If a registefed nurse was 


assigned a patient under constant nursing care, 


would it usually be the RNA who was to relieve her? 


Ala Not usually. 

. Usually mtiwould besanotherx 
RN? 

A. Thiet Is) Correct. 

Ore So either an RNA on constant 


nursing care or a RNA relieving on constant nursing 
care would not be the most satisfactory situation? 


AG That Vsi "correct. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne , CYr.exX. 8 5 380 
(Knazan) 
Or Now, I would just like to 


turn to what an RNA can and should do. . A RNA 


MSeLecuGed stOstakenyi tales2ons: ssathat right? 


A. That is correct. 
O. And that includes what? 
ree That is heart rate, 


respirations, temperature and blood pressure. 

ie And also to feed the patient? 

Ae Yes. 

One. AnG to monitor the ITV if 
On LV? 

Pics Yes: 

Oks Now; the heart rate, 1s that 
the same as the apex or apical rate? 

Piss Peeves 

Os As you indicated in your 
testimony at NO~eL420.0L Exhibit. 291) the extracts 
from the Policy Manual -- 

A. Could I ask the number again, 
please? 

Ov Yes,7 14-16. “There is no 
page number. 

THE COMMISSIONER: PISIINE? 

Me RNAZANsS O., 92915 Dovyou- see 


No. 2 under 14. 16° That is 292 in your hands. 
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(Knazan) 
1 THE COMMISSIONER: What number, I 
D anesOnLy? 
MR KNAZAN:) ©. JE AR Nees, Ar 
; it@epiemuapica Malate lowvess allan 
- 60, the dose of digoxin should be 
>| HeLowuntaue tie cOoCctor 1s notl freds” 
6 A. Theterercoucec.. 
7 Q. And as we know, many of 
8 the patients on 4A and 4B are on digoxin? 
9 | A. Thateisscorrect. 
2 Os SOmueawouladsortenmbe, the 
| case that a RNA would have patients on digoxin? 
11) 
A. Yes. 
12 Ox Therefore, since she had to 
13 take the apical rate as part of her duties, it would 
14 Demnerectcyeto moti fy. ——sto order 4 hold of digoxin 
15 until the doctor was notified if the apical rate 
16 was under 60? 
- AG No, the registered nurse 
who was responsible for giving the digoxin would 
8 check the apical rate. 
af Q. But it would be the RNA who 
20 would be checking it on an ongoing basis, the vital 
21 Signs? 
a9 A. ThaAveLSecCOLrect ,.7.VeSh 
23 (Gia So she would have to be 
24 
25 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Knazan) 
1 

2 fam ltarewithel4elo,) NOeee, and 16 tt dropped below 

3 ~ 60 she would have to notify the RN? 

4 7 Sas Well, the apical rate was 

: paen just prior to administration of digoxin, so 

even if the RNA had taken the apical rate and 

: indeed she would let the RN know that, but the RN 

f would also check the apical rate before making that 

8 decision. 

9| THE COMMISSIONER: But it does not 
10 Saya sO7icecoes not require the RN before 
M1 administering digoxin. The RN can do oral administration, 
ral aineeerront, "of digoxin? 

THEWEINEGo. 8inhact, Ys cOrrect, yes. 
ic THe COMMISSTONERs= sButy ites does not 
ue require her before doing that to check the apex, 
15 does it? 
16 THEMWLTNESS: "Dt. does not state 
17 sOmin che policy, ‘no. 
18 THE COMMISSIONER: I would like to 
6 get a job after I get too old for this sort of thing, Just 

defending nurses because it is one of the easier 

=n jobs around, I think, the way these are written. 
ae THE WITNESS: Perhaps it would be 
22 more helpful to do the re-writing, sir. 
23 MS. KITELY: We appreciate all the 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE @co..tto. Browne, CIr.ex. 
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help we:-can get. 

MR. KNAZAN: Q. At least that is 
one example of a RNA's connection to aigoxin OF 
requirements to know abGut, digoxin? 

A. Yes: 

O07 Can you think of anything 
else that a RNA would ever have to do with the 
drug digoxin? 

A. No. 

Or TUStmrOGelnNLOrMaltLon,. 
understand and I would like to know if you are 
awareworetiic, that in August, 1982 there was a 
revision of the Policy and Information Manual, 
Department of Nursing. 

ar Sr. 

Q. And I am also advised, though 
I do not have a copy and we might be able to get 
Gneyetnatwate!4.00 ,oNow 3 Of the revised document, 
and 14.16, No. 2 of this document has been some- 


what varied in that if a child is under two years 


- old it is under 100 rather than under 60; is that 


correct? 
A. That is correct, yes. 
Oe I am going to another topic. 


In one of your answers you referred to report? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne cr.ex 8584 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ; ’ ° ° 


(Knazan) 
A. Mes 
OF Could you explain to us what 
report is? 
A. It is the conveying of 


information from one shift to another, and generally, 
that information is conveyed by the team leader of 
the shift that is leaving the ward to the complete 
team of nurses who will be coming on. So she will 
Nave a summary of the report of her team members 
woirehtshegwilispassion tolthe oncoming éshptt. 

@. During the period in question, 
July 1980 to March 19817Hthewhong naghtishifttiwas 
et OGD. ite COs): SOc a ate ema etUnhAGECOEECCE? 

A. Could you repeat that, I 
am sorry. 

G2 During the period in 
question, the long nighteshnitawasy7 730eapam. sto 
fescOjatm. Pthewnext morning: 

A. mney came On at. 7:15 until, 
in essence, 7:45 in the morning. 

O% What time would report take 
place for the oncoming nurses? 

A. HENS 

Or Were all nurses required to 


attend report? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE &co.ttTo. Browne, cCr.ex. ~ 8585 


TORONTO. ONTARIO (Kae an) 
1 
2 A. All of the nurses that were 
3 coming cohel Gohogestsr 
4 Ole Yes. 
Be Yes. 
5 
oy Now, the evidence is that 
: Baby Belanger died on December 28th at 2010; he 
u aprescted at 19308andsdtedtat) 20 L044@ltemy*elient 
8 Was On the fongenightvshiet@thacenignt, would" you 
9 agree with me that she would probably have been on 
10 FepObEeLEOMmeriempeLlOd 7 mo: pel, to 7:45"pem. ec 
11 A. Yes. 
5 (Oh. iat wWOULOwDe eo Los to 81945 
A. Yes. 
13 
On Wasereport tier rst ching 
i nurses do when they come into work? 
15 A. yes. 
16 Q. So there would be no reason 
17 to visit the wards before that? 
18 Ne No. 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: She would be on 
report from when? Report means when you are report- 
i angeln, Ll take it? is that what tt means? 
a THE WITNESS: It is the passing of | 
22 information from one shift to the next. 
23) THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, and that is -- 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO LTD 


PERRI ORR TANS Browne, cCr.exX. 8586 
(Knazan) | 
1 | 
oj HiP WLINESS 2: So there is a half hour 
3 | Severlap. 
4| THER COMMASSIONERe*® fAndsthattis? 7225 
ef presumably tol7245e 
| THE WITNESS: Yes. | 
: PubeCOMMLSSTONER:* aves, awl right. 
f THE WLITNESSs~)1t didanot always | 
8 | takemiulat nalt hour, butethamuwasytheatime phat 
9 was set aside for overlap and communication. 
10. MR. KNAZAN: Q. If a nurse was | 
111 NOL On BEepoceswould thatébe noticed? 
| aXe tec. 
12, | 
| CF Atethe time in question did 
S| the nurses and RNAS wear little badges pinned to | 
14 theizrgclothingnwithetheir names on them? 
15 A. Yes. 
16 Q. Did that specify whether 
17 | they were an RN or a RNA? 
ral A. Tedo not belveve so, no. 
ol els So it waS just their names? 
AS year 
20 
| @' Was it generally known by the 
al people on the ward at any one time who was a 
22 registered nurse and who was a registered nursing 
23 assistant? 
24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & Co.LTOoO. Browne, Cr.exX. 8587 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Knazan) 
1 
2 Ng Yes. | 
e (hs Now, Dr. MacLeod the 
4 Pharacologist at the Hospital testified that it would | 
| NOC DemunUsSUdieto see a UOCLOr Or a nurse breaking 
5 | 
| a medication vial in a patient's room; you would 
6) 
agree with that? 
7 A. Generally, yes. 
8 | ‘ay But would you agree with me, 
9 | Gyvensall of your testimony as to’ what a RNA*is 
10. allowed to do, that it would indeed be strange to 
1 see a RNA breaking a medication vial in one of the 
patient's rooms? | 
12 | | 
} A. Yes. 
13 | 
| oe And that would be something 
i that would be noticed? 
15 A. Yes. 
16 the, Now, you mentioned that a 
7 RNA has to take vital -signs Of “Che “child? 
A. i : 
18 ae 
19 Bes And another duty of the RNA 
would be to feed the child? 
20 
rN .ooe 
215i ; 
Ga Pore ae te Ou cult, WOULa 
22) VYOoumagrec Ciiat iba nurse Nad six babies to care 
23 for that would keep her pretty busy? 
24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne, Cr.ex. 8588 
(Knazan) 
1 
> A. Well, hopefully she would 
3 NOt fave! Six babies. 
On Welly; feput bt, co you, and 
| Tel wi epee proven; tiat on the night of March 21st, 
| 1981 my client, Mrs.Christie, was on long nights 
6| angehnad cthrecswin Room 425, two in Room 42]. and one 
7 ineRoom 4197 would you agree that -—-- 
8 As I would suggest to you that 
9 those probably were not all babies. 
10 O- Leame sonny, yOu ares rignt, 
| children. 
11 | 
} A. Six children, yes, and 
a” could si come back then to your previous comment? 
ae Os Wear 
14 A. An assignment of six children 
its) on nights was not an unreasonable assignment. 
16 | Oe I was not suggesting it was, 
7 but would you agree that if the nurse who was 
x assigned the six children was doing all of her duties 
such as taking vital signs and feeding the children 
* if there were infants among them, that would keep 
zat Rewetairiyvesousyeand) occupied during that shift? 
21 A. She could be quite busy. 
De Again, it would depend on how many were babies. If 
a they were older children needing vital signs done 
24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Browne, "cl sex. 8589 


(Knazan) 


every four hours and they slept, then apart from 
observing the children, making sure everything was 
all rignt, thereswoula not bewa Voto wpareveular 
Ciryags= toro, 

Or But depending on how many 


of them were babies, that might take up some of her 


time? 

Be em 

O. Six Chv¥ldrén on*a shift was 
now bedconal lew lis teaesiigh amount just the 
same? 

A. I think that was fairly 


Regulars fOr Nights withneaolader*cni laren. 

Ot Would it be common that one 
nurse would have six and the team leader would have 
Ones 

AS Nes. 

Os In that case it would probably 
be constant caresethe team-sleader's one child? 

A. Not necessarily. Often the 
team leader would not have a patient assignment at 
all because she had more administrative tasks to 
do. 

OF Did you come into work on 


March? 20th ag ste 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO 


ep sacra re, Browne, "Cr. ex. Bo70 
(Knazan) 
A. Can you tell me what day that 
1s? 
Or That is the Monday following 


the weekend. 
THE COMMISSIONER: March 20th? 


MR. KNAZAN: On Mareny 23rd) 7rsam 


SOrryY. 
A. Yes5"2. ata. 
O8 YOu"did come” into work? 
As wes. 
QO: Did you have any contact with 


whes police officers! that day? 

A. I was interviewed by the 
Petree andi am Sorry, 1 do not know 1f 1t was 
Monday or Tuesday. 

O7 Are you aware that the nurses 
who work on 4A and 4B have access to lockers in 
the Hospital? 

Vis rec. 

Qe Are those lockers considered 
the=property- ofthe nurses during the time they are 
employed? 

PS ese 

oF They are assigned combination 


tocks 1S™"%that* correct? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO.LTO. Browne, Cr.exX. 8591 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Knazan) 
1 
2 A. THateSecorrect. 
3 | ike Were you aware on Monday, 
m4 therwzsra tha tie pO11ce waa searcned’ Mrs. 
| Christie's ald the other members” of* the” Trayner 
team's lockers? 
: A. I was not aware of it on | 
Y Monday, no. 
8 | hes SO you nade nothing to de 
9) WECM opLOVLaIng the combinatron numbper™ to” the ottircers? 
10. AS No. | 
| OF At the meeting on the 
| evening of March 23rd, did anyone have knowledge that 
| the police had searched those lockers during that 
13 
day? 
ae 2: No. | 
15 OF NOtrasetar aS) you scould»determine 
16 from the conversation? 
17 A. No . 
18 MR. KNAZAN: Thank you very much. 
19 THES COMMESSTONER?  SALlYrai ght, thank 
you. Now, Mr. Brown. 
20 
MRS BROWNE :"™fhank you: 
mi FURTHER CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN: 
22 C2 Ms. Browne, this morning 
23 Guring the course Of his ~cross-examination, Mr. Young 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Cr .ex. 8592 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 


referred you to some notes apparently made by 
Mary Costello in regard to a meeting held on Monday, 
March 23. Those notes are contained in Exhibit 
oe S09 swe Ou will lerecall that he directed. your 
attention to those notes? 
AY Less 
O- Loe l COULGAOLLect, your 
attention again to the bottom of page 4 of those 
notes, Mr. Young read to you the following passage: 
"In retrospect I remember Susan 
Saying I have got my private legal 
counsel from lawyer roommate. I 
NOW: OlOne dO ranytiing wrong. 
I know I measured ‘dig. correctly. 
I remember a small amount in syringe, 
Diunge 2. nOtCepat .OuL, :One Squirt, 
checking with Mary Jean, giving 
Kevin Pacsai _ 
POtiy pt dO not Know that. word, 
ere Voie han Lett aby. Wid 
GeteciL~ougn) tis we MUSt Sticky to- 


Setner ang support each other.” 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne , CY.ex. 8593 


TORONTO. ONTARIO (Brown) 
1 
‘/BB/ak Q Donvousrecall Mr. Young, reading, to 
3 yOu that passage? 
4 : 1 esi 
5| Cie I believe you stated that you 
6| . left the meeting early and you do not recall those 
7 comments being made by Susan Nelles? 
: A. Thats _COLTeCt. 
OF You are aware of course that 
? Susan Nelles was charged later that week with four 
10 counts of murder? 
11] A. Yes. 
12 MR. YOUNG: Pestnat. entarely correct, 
131 Mr. Commissioner? 
14 THE COMMISSIONER: Teco iia sta cs 
ip HOesei trellis COurec te. pelts celternily Svarted with one. 
MR. YOUNG: th faker Me, Asleekagl <erewentaelel yale: 
” EUriisgOnNetesbut my understanding 1s that there was 
= one charge. 
18° THE COMMISSIONER: One charge, and 
19 then it became more as time went on? 
20 MS. CRONK: And three more within 
1 the week on Friday the 27th. | 
a3 MR. BROWN: That is my understanding, 
yes. 
23 
THE COMMISSIONER: tats. nota 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne 7 Gigs (Seen 8 59 4 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Brown) 


wild mistake in any event, go ahead. 
| MR. BROWN: () © mAndeyouU fanetaware 
thatea Preliminary inquiry was Neild: inirespectror 
those charges? 
A. LeSr 


Or Your are’ aware’ that Susan Newles 


was discharged at the end of that Preliminary Inquiry? f[ 
yA ves. 
Or And are you aware that 


His Honour Judge Vanek gave Reasons for Judgment in 


iat nowy 2 

A. Yes. 

On Have you read those Reasons 
for Judgment? 

A. No. 

Ox ti wie COUR Iae om ryOUM EO rehose 


Reasonsstonm wudgment,. Um particular atpassage starting 


at page 50 of the Reasons for Judgment given by 


His Honour JudgerVanekis Liwill read’ them tovyou. 
AX Dord teed ta; Copy? 
Ox imdon etna nk youemecd 


a copy, although, itis a long passage, if you wish 
One we can assist you in giving you one. 


MESA TELY : Could the witness have 


a copy, Mr. Regqustran? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, ‘cr.’exs 8595 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Brown) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Could she have 


aeCOpy? = lO) yOourreaiay = think she meeds a> copy’? 


MS e) ROPE LY: Lf don’ t= nave: a copy. 

THE COMMISSIONER: you dom t= havea 
COpye=ertner. 

MS Kid isk ¢ I thought one had been 


made an exhibit already. 
MS. CRONK: Teoonr e think SO, sir. 
MSte RL Tey: Tite there as another 
one my friend has. 
MRe YOUNG. *Mre"Gommissioner, if have 
a *COpy = 
THEM GCOMMiSS LONER? Before we go too 


much further, what are we leading to? 


MR. BROWN: Well, we are leading 
Precise ly) tOetLhasepoine, lr. Commissioner, “che point 
Gnwche utterances ‘that Mr. Young put to™Ms. Browne 


today. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, and there’ 1s 
something that Judge Vanek said with respect to this? 

MR. BROWN: Yes; Mo. eCOMMLSsSiLOue?. 

THE COMMISSIONER: AGS ronnie swell, 
perhaps you could=just ‘tread mt -to®us,;, would you, and 
tell us what he said. 


MR. BROWN: Certainly. Commencing at 
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(Brown) 
1 
"4 
page 50. 
5) 
MS-~ eG le Ly. Mr PCOnmmasSssSilonein my 
*| Apiendeheas andrcatediit is quitesa longepassage, 
5| eoultdewemjust haveba copy (foratheijwitnessay<l think 
6) Mr. Young has a copy. 
7 THE COMMISSIONER: Weld; areallyyehe 
8 is not addressing the witness at the moment, he is 
9| addressing someone else and I don't know why she 
needs one but ifiyou feel that;,she must have one 
a then we will givesherhal copy z 
ity MRE YOUNG: Perhaps I should give 
12! it to the mediavanstead, Mrz» Commissioner. 
13 PHEACOMMASSLONE Res What's that? 
14 MR. YOUNG: Perhaps the media should 
15 have a copy? 
16 THES COMMISS TDONER: Weilgierd decontt 
know. I don't know who it is we are reading it to. 
: MR. YOUNG: Tadonsitsee the,point 
18 . 
inthis; Mr. Comnisswoner. 
THis COUMISSTONER: No, 1. don’t either 
20 but if Mr. Brown wants to do it I am going to let him 
bi) doris 
22 MR. YOUNG: Lasupposewm taiss more 
73 expeditious to let Mr. Brown proceed. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Wel); “Le don't 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO Browne, (Gherreser 8597 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Brown) 


think it is necessary, Ms. Kitely, for the witness 
to have ee So, would you just read it and we 
all assume that he will be reading it correctly and 
at the send. Of ithyou@ate toysaye thats paghthecAld 
right, you’ go ahéadiandsreadm.th 
MR. BROWN: Q. Commencing at page 50 
His Honour Judge Vanek states as follows: 
"It was urged upon me in argument that 
there were several utterances made by 
Susan Nelles and instances of odd 
behaviour during the events leading 
Ups toshervarresty thatrwereda reflection 
of an aberrant personality that 
constituted some evidence of her 
Gusltminmeonhnection wath ches charges 
before. It will be convenient to 
packfandsconsider several atems) o£ 
evidence at this point:" 
Tnrning ton page ba;elteneNo. (3 
His Honour Judge Vanek continued: 
"The next items of evidence are composed 
OLea Sexies: ofsutterancesnNellesewas 
said to have made at the meeting at 
Liz Radojewski's house on Monday 


Giohtpetierche: Srdydilosd eagAddeof these 
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(Brown) 


1 
2 
"utterances were made in the context 
: of the discussion that ensued at the 
: meeting about the likelihood of a 
S| Coroner's inquest being held because 
6 ofethe Marge quantity sof wdigoxin 
7 found*in the body of Kevin Pacsai at 
8 his death. In a rather rambling and 
9| eonfused Taccountvos ttherdrseussion at 
this meeting, Phyllis Trayner stated 
4 that Susan Nelles had expressed herself 
sa as obeingnupleased) that tantinvestiga= 
12' LponGwas¥goingtons!) (kez "Radojewski's 
13 | Version was: Neithat Suettelt confident 
a thatawhatytheyrdaidj7etheruBactions that 
15 night were right.' Nelles is also 
16 reported to have said, ‘I know it looks 
| badhfortmep pbutel Shavesdone nothing 
4 wrongsandslwdta mothingeto tbe guilty 
3° about sulnethersame connection; ashe 
we ie alsogueported@toshave sada. *1 
20 kKnowebedidnttgive: them too much; I 
ZA know that I measured it in alc 
9. Svringe. !It must have been less than 
23 that ye @erknowelacheckede@itiwithaMary 
mi Jean Halpenny;' and she added: POM 
25 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO 


ask you, 


(Brown) 


you remember, Mary Jean?' Mary Jean 
Halpenny confirmed that Nelles had 
checked the dosage with her. Also 

at the meeting, a question was raised 
about legal representation and Nelles 
mentioned that her roommate was a 

law student. 

All the foregoing statements were 
madesiunerelationgto they likelihood of 
an inquest being held because too much 
digoxin had been given to Baby Pacsai. 
Obviously Susan Nelles felt threatened 
because she had administered digoxin 
to Pacsail. Her utterances at the 
meeting, including the fact that the 
need for legal representation was 

in her-mind, are entirely normal and 
econsistent-wiEh jthesreactionswofi.a 
person guite innocent of negligence 
OpewLlonglolng let alone murder,” 


The question that I would like to 


Browne, is, do vou agree with the 


statement made by His Honour Judge Vanek: 


"Her utterances at the meeting, including 


the fact that. the need for legal 
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(Brown) 


"representation was in her mind, are 
entirely normal and consistent with 
the reactions of a person quite 
innocent of negligence or wrong- 
doingyeliet alone tmurders:” 
THEOGOMMISSTONERS I take back what 

iesaLaate you;@Ms: Browney"SwWhat@youcshouldtsayy) 

your reply should be 'I agree that is what Judge 

Vanekesaysss CafntycusStryethat wone "outs" SeF that 
isewhateyounrsardy so, elewilleanswer forv’her that 

that ustwhateadjudge VanekUsaid? “I'don't’ think ?she 
should be asked to take what is partly a legal, 


what is partly a psychological answer to that 


question. That surely is a question for me, is it 
nou? 

MR. BROWN: I agree it is a question 
ror eyou.  Uowever, iMisubmiit at theesame time, 


Mr: Commissioner, that she should not be asked or 
recited evidence of which she has no personal 


knowledge. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I agree with that. 


Yesy*all riqnvs’srine; “thank “you 
Now, Mr veolah. 


MR. OLAH: Pane jiMrs (Commissioner . 
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CROSSS=EXAMINATION BYOMR.Y ODAH: 


On Ms vabrowne, as*you"'%probably 


are aware by now I act for Janet Brownless a registered 


nursing assistant. Before we go any further, 
Mr. Commissioner, I would like to tender as an 
exhibit a letter that was written by counsel for the 
Hospital, san, fact, Ms -#ihomson;,tasito'the date upon 
which Janet Brownless commenced her occupation with 
the Hospital. Perhaps that might be the best 
record of the commencement date and I would ask at 
this time that the original letter be filed as 
an @xhibit indicating that my client commenced 
employment with the Hospital for Sick Children on 
August 25,2 19501 

THEMCOMMISSILONER: Yes.) 9Ms.. Thomson, 
dias vou knowsthat Youmweremwriting Lor the wecord? 

MSSeeDiOMSON: I have seen the 
Petters ciat MramGlaheiswanout  to.tender,- It 11s 
indeed the letter that was sent to him on behalf of 
the Hospital. 

THE COMMISSIONER: PA lecryvgnit ss vne 
Host \rs mtorme suck Ona ldren,. andawnat:s ithe date of 
Ms. Brownless' appointment? 

MR BOLALS Her appointment is 


Augustezo, eo e0 ends lt have: copies of- this *tetter 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Cr.ex. 8602 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Olah) 


FOG vou;asae, andearcopyatornald ycounsel: 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right, 


thank you.  That.will betwhat number? 


THE REGISTRAR: Bxhabatwhore 30g 
---EXHIBIT NO. 310: Letter ¢rom the Hospital: for 


Stcokechatdrenkre vance 
Browneless' commencement of 
employment on August 25, 1980. 


MR. OLAH: Q. Now, ma'am, I would 


like to take you back to some evidence you have 
given on previous days. As I understood your 
evidence, un practice, not in theory, RNA‘S, 
reqcietercad mUrsing assistants - in practice did not 
Give or were involved in*giving of medication. 

A. PiaineSerCO CLEC. 

O° iL thank vyoussaid that there 
WAS a tare: exception in some instances where a 
registered nursing assistant may have prolonged care 
Obeanchuldsand a .chila would have ted better because 
Sf ithe relationship with the nurse and that I think 
belatedseto older Children rather than babies? 

X3 iNotsber elest Vevehma eked 

Gat Sovtnat wien it comes CoO 
Mecnateswana younger children 1 take it the general 


practice, tne general rule in the Hospital was that 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cCr.ex. 8603 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Olah) 


RNA's did not give medications of any kind? 
| Bos Tiras cOouceee. 

QO. And you have also been 
very precise about this that certainly when it came 
to digoxin that RNA's were not permitted by theory 
or in practice to give digoxin in any shape, form 
oie Nskabelene ty 

is Bovreecc. 

O'. NOWsi aS @nresultrot that, 
Pesngcgest toyvounthataatywouldsbeyvervyunusualsfor 
amuequsteredonursing) assastant|to*have medication 
upon their person? 

A. Nes 

On For instance, if a registered 
nursing assistant were seen in the medication 
Cabinet withasome sort, ofumedication in hand, that 
would be most unusual, rwouldsitynet? 

A. Yes: 

‘oe And if an RN or a team leader 
Ora yvOUrcelt were stovObser ve: such a thing; 1t is 
something that you would investigate? 

A. Thateis cornect. 

Ot Angad, isugdeste tosyolthatenot 
only would you investigate it but some sort of a 


report would be made out if there was no satisfactory 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Cr:ex: 8604 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Olah) 
explanation: 
A. that ps ecorrect. 
O-. Now, are you aware of any 


such reports being made out with respect to 
registered nursing assistants between July lst, 1981 
anamsMarch 517 "198r on Wards 4A“and B? 

Is NO 

Os Now, to take it one step 
further I assume that nursing assistants, RNA's, 
would not have any reason to carry a syringe because 
they*could*not “give 1V medication? 

A. That “es -cOrrect. 

On Andwagaim Using the same 
logic, were an RNA to be seen in the possession of 
epcy range,» wietner 1t- bewa 1) cc syringe of a 25 cc 
Syringe it would be most unsual? 

A. I would agree. 

We And something that would be 
investigated and taken up? 

Dx Yes: 

oO Andesimitatiy af an RNAY were 
Obeervedein  thervicinity of a patient with e1ther 
medication or syringe, that would be something that 
would be highly unusual? 


Ae That 1S COLrFeCct: 
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Pls And again it would be something 
ielavene orig! ie investigated and reported upon? 

A. MAES 

‘Oe And I have asked you already 
Bbout any such  eports. 0% ToVes Gugationssa np) reation 
in the area of the medication cabinet. Am lI Paar 
in stating that you are aware Of sno: lich reports 
with respect to RNA's in the kasd DUET Eg Vonm Selsmeuh suone sry 

AS Abaveh ere Moh mete Waal teh ey 

Oe Now, we know that Ms. Brownless 
commenced her employment with the Hospital Eom Sick 
Children on August 25, 1980. Now, am I Pei. ot) 

Say inGushat, Det Ore, she could come on to the ward 
itself she would have extensive orientation? 

1a Nes. 

OF So that she would not be 
permitted to come on the ward and. Gare for patients 
until she had gone through this orientation, program: 

igte Mh Aas COOL re Ci. 

ie Ganuyou swssi st sussatcal |, ma'am, 
as to the length of the orientation program thas Ss 
involved? 

De I think that might more 
accurately be addressed to the teaching team leader. 


Ghia) alee peak eto. mpbes sion? 


pniiemae ad bivow 21 mists baad a) 7s Y 


Sree as Pelee? Bink Wired eevn t atl binayw tuete 


ROY vA | +. 
YOoorlevioy boase aye i’ Sith sf : 
AAe4s ban it apeld Phil PaO TO (8 Jao pica Youn dageise | 
Mobs Liew ; Jor duns 8 insfian oft to 69te ang rd 
eho NOUs- of- 1 Stewh Orn Voy Inde onigede oe 
2treatved 14 Viloie’y opt’ mb et Alia dt Soseese iw 
$5a 3K Be’ tat wh | 
QAulsywowk well tend Wok aw: JWwer ALS 
Hie Ag (esi zo’ wiht Asi W S(racryes iS - ter SS ormeraiitn 
TIE”? Lis wen OBO T) ves Sane mo reatttnt iit? 
itew 6ft os oO) aids Bluem oils sretod wea oryile 
HOLT eMatIO etl ageatan eve bivaw saa seas 
LeoY a 
74, Jon Jileow, are tars “ate wl 
Noo Be “ti HO Ino Iie tye en) nea Fes | GF bsg Siam : 
MB IpPOoaenAit nips she ree Sop bar ate ee 
DUNNO. Ef ee ‘ ves oe 7 
Ue? Ger: wit 26, 2 Se ieak VovinEs A sale os . ae - 
2f°S6Ht MGTAO44 BeNOR 2 ieee xh 
a ir isin ah a 
| tieccdaael ft adoan 


a 


‘ot 
. 


» 


= 


24 


Zo 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, cr.ex. 8606 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
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| 

| 


Or Well, we would like to have 
you speak ute knowhedge ifeyoulhaver any, ofthe 
Mength and; duration of the Orrentation program? 

A. My understanding is that 
the first week of their time at the Hospital is 


spent primarily in classes talking about Hospital 


polacyv,e talkingeabout procedures onthe *ward.c«The 
second and the third week are in part time class 
time ol Orientation time and part time involved 
inpatient care and that dis all done on the day shift. 
On And in the second and third 
weeks would the training an RNA, would she be under 
the supervision and care of someone more experienced 


such an older RNA or RN? 


A. Yes. 

Ole Southatetnuerrect the first 
time roughly that Ms. Brownless would have actually 
set foot on to Wards 4A and 4B and cared for 
pateints, that would be under some supervision, 
would have been some time in early September? 

A. Miateis scOrrecc. 

Oks And we know that by early 
September there had been some 12 deaths that had 
already occurred starting with Woodcock on June 3rd, 


1980, Perreault on July 8th, 1980, Bilodeau, July 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Browne, cr.ex. 8607 
(Oita ) 


Pond oo0re Taylol on wuly2/th, 1980, Dawson on 
July 28th, 1980, Hoos on wily) ol). 1990)° Turner .on 
RusuStalistp sl J80),, chrum oneAugust 9th, 1980; Kelly 
Monteith on August 19th, 1930, Murphy on August 23rd, 
1980eand Velascuez, the Jlth, om August 24th, 1980 
and then we had the child Heyworth, mv notes 
indicate death on September lst, someone indicated 


today that was September 2nd, 1980. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Cr.ex. 8608 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Olah) 


So that by the time Janet Brownless started working 


for Wards 4A/4B approximately one-third of the deaths 


that are being investigated by this Commission had 
already transpired? 

A. iia tee SacOrnec t. 

0. Now, © would like to take you 
back over some matters that you discussed with 
Maomecroniae sBetween Uuly sof Ub9 80 candasome Stimevin 
September of 1980 also. As I understood the frst 
time that you had a formal meeting of any kind with 
respect to the nurses about stress that was related 
in part to deaths,occurred when you were approached 
by Nurses Trayner*ana Nel les vat Pthe sendeorsJ uly OL 
19'S Oe 

d, Thaveus "COLrect.. 

0. And subsequently there was a 
meeting I understand on July the 31st where three 
deaths were in fact discussed; was that Dr. Freedom 


that discussed those deaths? 


A. I don't recall who discussed it. 


Could you go back to fhe nstes@or that: 


Q. By all means if that will help 
you. | 

A. I am not sure what it says. 

Q. iamesorry, thatewas a discussion 
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you had with two head nurses at the end of July. 
Pemhaps sonepage powOL Exhabit e300 gmight shelpsyou, «lL | 
may have intertwined two discussions. July 3lst, 
1980, page: 5s sachortawarc meeting’, have you: got 
Exot ce sU0Rthere? 

A. Mes EGO. 

Q. And if we drop down to the 
second paragraph, that is the one that has been 
covered with you already: 

"Re recent death. News of cause 
for Amber is still unknown. Post 
mortem was done yesterday will get 
MOre inso tater but it seems there 
aS an ekement jot sunprase re, her 
cause of death." 
lecdmiesoLnypeuewasanot haresyesterday 


when you indicated who was present at that meeting? 


A. iedoukteehinkel said vindicate | 
that yesterday. 

Q. Miberi ght. 

A. And indeed it was a short ward 


meeting so it would have been members of the 4A 
HUrSInomstataethatbewereionethatodayy, ander can't tell | 
you who was there. | 


0, Bub thatiis separate andyapart 


iT 


4Riel Ye bné ont dh sagt vada oan ae ls 


A Riwor atud adpln owt Hida 20 F ape4 ag emelset ~ fe 
‘A 
salt Vluk: .gteigevorch ‘ows by on waxed are ‘ohn ow 


Cay: vf OE 3 i tow 


A 


af. 02) mwab gqeTb ow 14 bind g 
need 2c. dade aro oli ai tery ,dastose red BHeoeE 


»y¥bea3ls coy diiw Begeves’ 


y Seue> To swat ibimeb drneves on” 
$609 .fwotsiu [fite 2i.c whi 1O2 
j Jop <1 viw YWEOIHI4hy- anon caw m tem F 
1 S16nd! araeo2 bi Pit! aude! eid cicm , A, Fe 
Wel 69 S2itotve- ic gnomnsels na 2i a _ 


stHaeeh. Jo oases 

Yabrot ay saat jon -eny 2 NTOR me 1 
[pris e0% Teh? Sh Atieearg esw ctw bith tctigtt voy corlw 
Porn| MAME daLAY 5 vent> Ka | 

é . Yebrodesy vars : 

; oo a Sen be? itd ii {08 gy 7 ; 
| ‘bruw 230fe 6 aaWae Geabei bah A ae 
| | (Over biuow Fh oe ype 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. Browne; 1 €r.exs 3610 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Olah) 


from the meeting you hac with the two head nurses 
that discussed the element of stress that the nursing 
staff was suffering on Wards 4A and 4B at that time? 

A. LCS" 

Q. And insfhact thatestress*®and 
concern increased because after the death of Lillian 
HoGseonrdulyesilst/@1981, @Nurcses 9Nelies Mand" Trayner 
approached you and in fact were concerned about that 
death? 

A. NEG. 

0. And were concerned as to whether 
they had done everything that was humanly possible? 

A. Yes 

0. Andereally that was the tenure 
of the atmosphere that was developing on the wards; 
nurses were becoming concerned, as I think you 
indicated fairly, about the increasing number of 
deaths and what if anything they could have done to 
prevent eve2 

A. Rat as “correct. 


0. In fact, after you met with 


Nurses Nelles and Trayner you had an informal discussiaqn 


with some other nurses in the coffee shop? 
A. It was with those same nurses. 


0. Was it with the same nurses? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Olah) 
A. Yes. 
0. Were there additional nurses 


present. in addition tomNellessandoirraynen: 

A. I believe Janet Beed was. 

0. And — think you said that the 
content of that discussion related to stress, 
competence, and what if anything they had missed 
Legarding the deaths thatthad@occurredsineJuly > 

A. Tiateusecorrect) 

Q. And in®@factithe concern about 
theedeaths, mand tthe tstressytwasestichathateyourspoke 
to Dr. Freedom and asked him to review a number of 


deaths in July? 


A. es.. 
0. Ammheconnrect? 
A. Although I have a clear memory 


of approaching Dr. Freedom in the middle of August. 
0. ReGerighes buc the concern Was 
to review a number of deaths that occurred in July? 
A. “Est 
0. And of course the reason for 
that was because the nurses were concerned about 
these deaths occurring? 
A. Ys? 


0. And whether they had done every- 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Ce. e*. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Olah) 


Lhingypossib le yoy prevent those, deaths? 
A. Ves 


0. And c.nedact, De.wiFreedom theld 


such a discussion I think you said some time in August? 


A. Yes. 


Q. And were there specific deaths 


reviewed at that time? 


he I believe he reviewed the deaths 


mm a wel ye. 

0. And evhe purposenofhithatk 
discussion. byuDr tihreedom was tojyralsbay the concern 
avoute those. deatis.: 

A. Yes. 

0. And then I understand that in 
mid-August there was a meeting between yourself, 
Bertha Bell, Nurses Trayner and Nelles, concerning 
further «deaths? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Aridwiin Gtactiea bl of thus «concern 


about deaths and the stress that the deaths were 
causing resulted in the request for a psychiatrist 
to come and intervene and assist the nurses on the 
ward? 


A. Tac Ls correct. 


Q. And in fact you were so concerned 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Brewne,, Ca.ek. 8613 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Olah ) 
CC. 6 
1 
2 eiecthinks thats —“was it gvousthatraporoached sehr. Rowe 
3 to have a review of the deaths that had occurred in 
4| July and August of 1980 to review them with the 
5| nursing staff? 
| A. I did approach Dr. Rowe about 
6 
ena. 
7 | . . . 
0. AndHienekact yournintervention 
8 was successful, because we know that there was a 
9 review that occurred in September, and one of them 
10) was on September the 3rd and I believe the other one 
p 
1 Wass Ol woepcCeMmoem the stl, aml correct? 
12| A. I believe September 5th and 
| September 26th. 
13, 
0. The 26th? 
14 
A. Yes. 
| 
| 0. So that this was the atmosphere 
16) thavaemy eclvent, Janet Brownless, came irfto in late 
17 | August, early September, a concern by all of the 
18 staff about a rising number of deaths on the cardiology 
19 | wards? 
20 A. Yes. 
| 0. Many of these, aS we Nave 
21 
| discussed, occurred before she set foot on Wards 4A 
22 
and 4B? 
os A. ThaterSacorrect 
24 
23 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. BYOwne 7 7 Cr. exX. 8614 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Olah) 


0. And a tremendous stress, emotional 
stress on the ward amongst the nurses resulting from | 
these deaths to such a degree that they sought the 
assistance of psychiatric help for themselves? 


iN that 2S Correct. 


0. Highly unusual, would you agree 


with me? Have you ever heard of psychiatric assistance 


being sought by staff, nursing staff on wards before? 


A. Ves. 

0. You have? 

A. Ves. 

0. It is highly unusual, would you 


agree with me? 

THs COMMISSIONER: I thought she had 
Said it was quite common, but I may be wrong. 

foe wrErNbooes “E'don't know 1£ 1 said 


it was common. 


THE "COMMISSIONER: You probably didn't 
but sometimes I translate people's -- However, perhaps 
you can tell us what -- 

THES WLINBoo: Could you ask your 


question again? 


MR. OLAH: 0<. I am just wondering 
WhetLheGGett «bs normal wor abnormal, Or unusual, for 


nurses to request the intervention of psychiatric 


7 * 


yur Ar 7 


Snoigums cesta anobdstedy w BoA ey ee 
| ‘Most palsiuzsx. enuxgn 249 izadorne srau eit go. nape 
aid dipwoe Yard +e44 oszpafi & ince of adtaeh eens 
Sdevidamads ror qlas 2fiJieitoaypee a a ja tetleen 
~<Soo7te. fi s6nT A 
2919s uoy Sivow | leveyne ylipill 9 


Neseize6 Sf37kitloyag Jo Bread wave voy svat tem dyiw 


fstoied ghbisw aw 1.432 phitauun ,Viore vd Septice pried 


1 
aT f 
. TaVari. wo A) 
i j i if 
i 
‘7 4 * ‘ * ¢ f 
uoY Sivow ~lavepen yvidpid 2) 4! ‘) 


[om @salw oT RS 

H6A SAS sfeweda, 1 =AOYOJRALAMWwD arr 
ero od yan 2 duc . norte, o2iup daw ¢2 Bree ' 
. bine t-2h Wot) 2 woh. Tt ae AN? 


i] — 


ROCHE? G6 AE 


am 


7 cs. Si° 2 : 
hay yidtgtiowig: Way sPUWOLSS Te Niet! 
a heta Ge] vIaVaWwotl: == 2"olonge Miles? 1 anni romos sud 


. oe a) ri ~~ jtyiw-ay Died ned voy a 

an Aes ey. two (QRWNTIY ww oe 
Tl ag “a 
PT HAsO. 2am ; Pret 


Coed 
2, a ao tenon as ia 


ofl 


=. 
a 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Ci. ex. 8615 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Ota) 


help with respect to stress in their jobs, is that 
something that in your experience happens usually or 


unusually? lf you cantteassisgt  useve Will. leave sit. 


A. Deatiotavying, trouble Geciding 
what words to use. I would:say it is not common. 
Q. Allo wmuont.. Uncommon? 


THE COMMIS S LONER: Le ceOugi bayou .sa 1d 
it was not common. I don't want to lead you, but I 
do remember you having said that this had happened 
before? 

MS s .CECCHETTO:.. To-assus ct .you, (Miu. 
Commissioner, I believe in cross-examination by 
Mr. Hunt the witness had indicated that it had 
happened on two prior occasions I believe where there 
had been concern with prolonged, children in prolonged 
Gareswand «asomesnurses phad requested -—- 

THE COMMISSIONER: That came before. 

DH WIDNESs:  Yes.. 

THE COMMISSIONER: It was, you did say 
something somewhere about the psychiatrist. 

MS. CECCHETTO: And she also indicated 
yesterday I believe about the 1.C.U, the -auntervention 
Leth Gwe LC U3 | 

THE COMMISSIONER: The I.C.U. had a 


psychiatrist - atpanywrate, «can ,.you just tell us how 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Cr.e@x. 8616 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
(Olah) 


oftenudid murseswrequine,on obtain, psychvatric,.care 
because wotmciersiness,. Cansyousexp lain? 

THE WITNESS: How often they would 
request Uc? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All right, 
request or have wit, Mmedeonst cane. 

THE WITNESS: It happens periodically, 
again depending on the situation. 

DHE. «GOMMISS:LONER.: te Ge ite. Tey 
obviously would depend upon the situation, but how 
CimEGnLOOcSmathems BEuationsanisce, how,-oftengis.i1¢?)The 
question that is being asked, and I don't want to 
lead you, is is it usual or unusual, is it common or 
uncommon, O© can you-.give us the degree? 

THE WITNESS: In terms of frequency 
I would say that it is uncommon. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Uncommon? 

THE eV LUNES St Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Let us take for 


instance, I take it you move from ward to ward, do you? 


THE WITNESS: That is correct. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Then you can tell 
us pretty well about the Hospital itself, can you? | 

THE WITNESS: In a limited way. 


THE COMMISSIONER: If you had to guess 
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how many times would psychiatric assistance, or 


nurses under stress be sought and obtained in the courge 
Ofcom vearrar The whose tal storm esrck Children? 
THE WEEINESS= WiWeld jyrcomla« do. rt iby 


ward rather than -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, do it whatever 


way you like. 

THEW DRNESS: Yell done feels Pecanwvepeak 
for the whole Hospital. Perhaps I can put it ina 
more meaningful’ context) if perhaps I go back into 
whatewas ralsed: this morningram: ternsVofowhat happened 

val Onl DA tashiopposedsto1i4A/5i.. Woe wouldisay (that probably 
a over thiescounmse tof aieycaretheres would be’ threemor 
four’ situations, primarily patient situations, that 
a would be the cause for nurses to seek psychiatric 
- consultation around that patient care and around 
16 their way of coping with it. Those were specific 
17 instances of request rather than a request for ongoing. 
18 Meee ORAS OST Aldericht, 1 Jam not 
19 sure I understand it, let us see if we can explore 
| 20 thaterorea moment. "Womld that request be for parents 
| and patients, or would it be for the nurses themselves: 
‘ A. Usually in those situations it 
- would have begun with a need for consultation for 
a a patient and family and then would broaden to nursing 
| 24 Stati. 
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| 
: 
0. En@this® case’ ther reques Gowas | 


for the nurses themselves specifically, was it not? 

A. Diiateusmcerreel.. 

0. And so would you agree with me 
that that request was highly unusual? 

A. Vess 

0. Now, when you left the Hospital 
in April, early 1983, would you agree with me that 


Janet Brownless was still working on Wards 4A and 4B? 


A. Tiateise COnrect. 
0. NOw,e Ww Wartesbo, elucidate? some> 
thing with you, because I was somewhat Suz BLedemy evou 


have talked now on two occasions with fellow examiners 
abouts teporting.. Do lL understand that reporting 
really relates to the new staff coming on at [gals 

say in the evening, if we are talking about the night 
shitt, alll might, “and what would happen at that time 
is that the team leader, or the charge nurse, would 
review the patient charts for each of the patients 


that those’ nuxses ‘would cover? 


A. west 
0. Now do I understand correctly 


that that happens on a team or ward basis rather than 


on a combined basis? 


A. hart eusatcorre ctz: 
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0. In other words nurses from 
Ward.:'4A would be briefed with respect to the patients 
on 4A? 

A. ,es. | 

Q. And the nurses with respect to | 
the patients on 4B would be briefed with respect to 
the patients on 4B and there would be no interaction 
between the two reports? 


A. ThiateeLsuecOrreccu. 


Q. So that a nurse presumably on 
4A would not know, say for example, about the cardiac 
Condi bicon) of auchild on 4B. such as Hines or Pacsai? 


A. TMiaterowcorrece not in a formal 


beporLing Sense, 


0. Would there be some informal way 
that a nurse who reports would know that Pacsai and 
Hines had normal hearts? 


A. Ivcan't say specifically that 


information. What I am saying in a formal sense 1s 
Enateoneter momo tercport ano, would be reported on 
the patients for their specific ward. There was 
Sharing of nursing staff at break times, particularly 
in the evening because they would break at that 
centre nurses' station. 


Q. All right, there would be sharing 
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of staff and so someone would go and relieve someone, 
a 4A nurse could go and relieve a 4B nurse? 


A. tiacewasn’ t usual. | 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD BeOwne 1 CLl.CxX. eye ial 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Olah) 
On Butethat WaSeanOtsusualk: 
A. IN@re 
OQ; But in terms of knowledge, this 


ijouwhac [loam tryangmtomgetratyein terms,of,knowledge, 
generally the nurses would know a high degree, amount 
about the babies on their ward and would not be 
terribly. familiar, with.the)condition of the babies 
on the opposite ward? 

ie Tie bee cCOLLec. 

MR. OLAH: ThanksayOujgeMr. Commissioner ~ 
Those are the questions I have. 

TiknaCcoOMUMISS LONER: TMireanike vou. fir. 
Labow? 


MR. LABOW: Mr. Commissioner, before 


I start I would like to make my request again that 
thisewitness!’ statement be produced to me so that I 
can review it. I do not know if I will have any 

Questions On abyebutp,dteis my mpOs#tions that shesias 


refreshed her memory from it. She has refreshed her 


memory from it in the witness box, and for that 
reason it should be released to any Counsel who wants 
to see it. 

EnPaAddteLen el .~Commissionerze~t would 
likestolputmon the record that a number of Counsel 


who are in my poesittionginm that this is not my witness 
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have seen this document, and I have not, and I think 
it puts me -at a grave disadvantage in my cross- 
examination. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I hear everything 
you say. I hear everything you say, and I deeply 
sympathize, but I think this is a matter of some 
importance and I want to think about it. I invited 
you to submit any law on the question to me by the 


4th of January. I realize that we are taking a chance 


that Ms. Browne will have to come back. 

MR. LABOW: Thank you, Mr. Sor st 
AseelOnograselteip on thesgrecords 

THE COMMISSIONER: Lie LSanoteonLy-eon 
themrecordm gtals andelibiyeprantedsingmysminds 

MR. LABOW: Thank you very much. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. LABOW: 

Ok Ms. Browne, my name is Stephen 
habow and we representusux sets ef) famildiespingthis 


matter. 


Nowra voumba ves coldsusethathyougwereja 
liaison between nursing staff and cardiologists? 

Ve Yes. 

Oz And that you met on a regular 
basis with Dr. Rowe? 


A. Yes. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browire!, Crex. S623 


TORONTO. ONTARIO (Labow) 

OF Whatewoalanyou meet to discuss? 

A. Genevalilly thesworkangs of ‘the 
cardiology service, including nursing and medicine, 
and particular aspects of care related to the children | 
that I was involved with. So it would be looking at 

: how specific needs of children and families were or 
d were not being met. 
8 Q. Now, it is my understanding that 
9 DeLmRoweswas away. for-twoemonths in the fall in the 
10! period that we are concerned with. Did you meet with 
11. anyone else in his absence? 
rol AY Not to serve the sane ed Aaa 
‘2 For concerns that I had around patient care issues, 
| I primarily dealt with the cardiologist who was on 
. the ward at the time. If it was an issue relating 
» tosother than®the ward;*l*would deal with’ Dr. Fowler 
16 Wheewasmpesponsibberitor clinical services. 
17 ©. Now, I am not sure when Dr. Rowe 
18 was away, although I seem to think it was in October 
19 and November of 1980. Did you meet with Dr. Rowe in 
20 September? 
Er. Hecannee cecal hye ledirdemeet 
| with him themend@ofeAugust’before IT went on 
| 22 
| holidays. 
23 Oe Now, when Dr. Rowe returned, you 
24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne. Ci>.ex.. 8624 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Labow) 


had already had some of these general concerns about 
what was happening on the wards. Did you DrEngen2m 
up to date at your meeting when he returned in 
December or January? 

AY. I do not believe I saw him in 
December. I did speak with him in January. 

Oe Now, when you met with him in 
January, did you discuss any of the concerns thats che 
murses were bringing to,youe 

A. In a general sense that we have 
discussed already. 

OF But nothing more specific than 
what we had discussed to date? 

Aus No. 

Q': Now, you have told us that 
charting was done at the end of a shift or when the 
nurses took a break? 

A. ie Se. 

O- Now ewOnlce that ginclude 
generally all of the notes in the progress notes? 

A® Usually. 

QO. Sant sucsconceivabley thataa 
nurse did not put her notes into the progress noees 
Unt welev Hours Mater: 


A. Nhat anights besthesacase, yes.. 


} ae ‘ wy | 
bwodtenl’ 


i“ ia. qe 


bey io aia Frese velyy wria be 9 7 


Sane Bh. Ol< fear 
1 


adwi' to Line 


| aay tio : 
cal er = 
' ~at ‘ { ’ 4 1 ? Ca ‘ 
| ¥2ev0r BBG4uwta | yi ——_ 
oa 4 itez¢6 ; 


ES 


: 4% 
6 daésis Kidav lodiao a 


23200. See ipeniy ; 


. yh 


apt 
li 3ejh ag 1 ON bil sexy : 
. 


“a 


-f9761 saver ie ae 


ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8625 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Labow) 
1 
Be 2 Q. How did she recall what went on? 
3 | A. She would use the fluid record 
4 work sheet that was at the bedside to document as she 
s| went along, and that would refresh her memory when she 
came to do her charting. 
: O*% Now, would she put down other 
; things in that work sheet such as how the child looked? 
8 A. She mLognt, “yes. 
2 Q. And that would be her only way 
10 | of recalling what had happened over the entire shift? 
| 11 | A. In a written sense, probably, 
12 yes. 
; On Now, how many children, and I am 
Specimically talking about intants;, “On*an average, 
5s would a nurse be dealing with in the evenings? 
IS Ae If she was just assigned to 
16 infants, probably three. 
17 Or So she would have a rather long 
18 period of time to recall any specific things about 
19 three infants before she charted? She would have a 
a 12 hour gap sometimes? 
A. Well, except for what she had 
a written on the work sheet. 
i DHE COUMESS LONER : Ms. Browne, we have 
| 23 had this out before. What do you mean by an infant? 
| 24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8626 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 


What age would you say is an infant? 


THE WITNESS: I would say under one. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Would that include 
neonates? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Anything under one, 
SWlil berbelah ey, 


THE WITNESS: And that 1S not a 
particularly sophisticated definition. 

THE COMMISSIONER: PE Se US ass good 
aS anyone else's. We have had different ones, but I 
thinks that@®ise®a®popularvone. In law it is 19, and 
that 1S not months, that is years. 

MR. LABOW: Or Now, you told 
Ms. Cronk that your impression of what stable meant 
was that the child was not in any danger or was no 
worse off than the child had been? 

A. Correct. 

Ox You agreed with Dr. Rowe's 
statements that a child can deteriorate rapidly after 
the child appeared to have been stable? 

A. Yes. 

OG When that happened did the 
nurses generally get concerned? 


je Yes. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 


Om Did they generally get as 
concerned as they appeared to have been in our time 
period? 

A. Yess 

On Did they come to you with their 
complaints, concerns? 

A. If there were concerns about 
thneschild in questionyorhey wouldshavergone to the 
team leader and to the physician involved. 

Of When would they get to you? 

A. Generally at a later time when 
things were more settled. 

Oe You have told us that the 
nursing care plan was a summary of care for the 


nurses to use? 


A. eS. 

On Ande 1 tt Was, Woltten in. penci Le 

A. ves. 

On Do you know why it was written 
in pencil? 

A. Well, it was a working directive 


if you will, so that as plans changed they could be 
erased and updated. 
‘on Do you know of any other 


hospital records that are kept in pencil? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


A. 
Q. 


records to be made 


A. 
know of. 

THE 
Mr. Labow. 

MR. 


appropriate time. 
THE 

minutes. 

=o ohOrte, recess 

S37 Uponsresuming 


THE 


Browne, cr.ex. 8628 
(Labow) 


No. 
TSon aes tancarde:orenospita! 
and then thrown away, erased? 


TLS 1s *thesonly one that. 


COMMISSIONER: Whenever you want, 


LABOW: I think this = isan 


COMMISSIONER: We will take 15 


COMMISSIONER: Tes, Mev Lapows 
LABOW: Thank you, Mr. Commissione 


Now, Ms. Browne, you have told 


us that Phyllis Trayner and Susan Nelles came to you 


with general concerns, and at Volume 84, page 8212, 


you said that their concerns were whether their 


observations were accurate, whether they had responded 


quickly enough, whether they had called for medical 


assistance soon enough, was there something they had 


missed, and had they realized how sick she was, and 


this is in reference to Baby Hoos. 


Ne. 


Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, Cr.e@x. 8529 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 


O. Now, did they raise any other 
concerns, specifically did they raise any concerns 
about the doctors’ .care in this case? 

A. I cannot recall specifically, 
no. 

OF Did they ever raise any concerns 
the nurses to you about the care, the medical care 
afforded to these children or any of the children by 
the doctors? 

A. I believe there were comments 
made in the communication book from the October 23rd 
meeting that referred to that. I also know 
that over the summer months that is a period following 
a fairly major resident change in the hospital, so 
particularly through the months of July and August 
you have a good number of young residents who may or 
may not have worked in pediatrics before, and most of 
whom have not worked in cardiology before. 

Oe Now, aside from the October 23rd 
note that I will get to in a moment, were there any 
concerns about the doctors that you brought to the 
attention of Dr. Rowe, for example? 

ie NGtethia te) 2 oCaL ih nO. 

oe If the nurses had concerns about 


the doctors, what would they generally do? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cCr.ex. 86 30 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 


A. If those concerns were to me, 
usually what I would do would be to help the nurse 
to see what channels were open to her in that could 


she approach the doctor involved and let him know how 


she was feeling. If she was not comfortable with that, 


could she go to that physician's superior, if you 
will. I certainly was willing to go with them on 
those occasions, but I preferred not to be an 
intermediary. 

Q. Now, the meeting of October 
Peedyatnisats Exhibit 301 in the 4B meeting book, 
On page 9 there is a note and it is the only note 
that we have referred to concerning doctors. 

ae I am sorry, I have not found 
the page. 

Q. lir@istipagesoernekxhiprero0ds 


FHis 1s not the bound one, it is the separate one. 


A. Could you give me the page 
again, please? 

Q. Di 

A. Thank you. 

Q. At the very top of page 9 there 


igs.a note expressing one*concern, at least, that the 
doctors do not relay messages about how sick the 


chi torenesaremand) thenvthe!lchildren die. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cYr.ex. rot ovat Dh 


TORONTO. ONTARIO (Labow) 
A. CorKne ct 
Q. And that the fellows need to 


know more about things about cardiology? 
| 73% 5 Yes. 

Q. Now, was this a general concern 
or was this a very specific once only type concern? 

A. Tedoenotaknowethatel canasay.- 

Os Do you recall having the nurses 
express this kind of concern to you frequently? 

A. Not frequently. It did happen 
occasionally. 

Ox Now, when you discussed the 
concerns that the nurses had at any time with 
Dr. Freedom or Dr. Rowe, did you ever question the 
doctors' care with them? 

A. I do not remember specifically, 
no. 

Q. Did either of them ever mention 
to you that possibly the doctors would review what 
they did to see if they could have done anything 
Nore: 

A. I do not remember a comment to 
that effect. lI felt that indeed, the. doctors were 
reviewing their care just as nursing were in light 


of the meetings in September. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8632 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
(Labow) 


Q. If a nurse, not the team leader, 
but if a nurse had a concern about the death of a 
child, would she go generally to the team leader 
before she came to you? 

AS LeSs 

Or So it would be common practice 
if there was this kind of concern for the nurse and 
the team leader to be concerned? 

As Yes. 

oO. So for example, in the situation 
when you were approached by Nurses Nelles and Trayner 
because Nurse Trayner was the team leader, it would 
not be surprising, for example, and I am speculating, 
if Nurse Nelles had a concern, went to her team 
leader and then they both approached you? 

A. That would not be unusual at 
aL 

O;. In yourn;discussions with them, 
did they ever explain to you which one of them had the 
concern, if it was only one of them? 

A. My impression was more that it 
Was a cCeam Concern. 

Gi. So it was not an individual 
concern? Your impression was that it was not an 


individual concern? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8633 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 
A. No. 
Os Now, after the discussions in 


August with the nurses, they had the mortality 
conferences, but in the October 23rd notes for both 


4A and 4B there still seemed to be concerns and 


frustrations? 

A. Thats YcOrrecs. 

OF So" Can l= taker tr thartecie 
nurses really were not satisfied after the September 
reviews? 

A. I think there still were babies 
dying. 

ee Well, were the concerns that 
they brought forward in October confined specifically 
to what had happened between the last review in 
September and the end of October? 

As Hrdovyner think ssoF7 no? 

Q. So these were more of an 
additive type thing, they had the previous concerns 
and then they had some more deaths and their concerns 
were still there? 

A. Yes" 

Qi Now, we have heard that fiere 
was a conflict between Nurses Trayner and Nelles? 


Als Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne; Cr sex: 86 34 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 
1 
Eo 14 2 On Do you know if this was in the 
3 WayOteas personality ‘conflict or don"t you know? 
4 A. I do not know. 
5 On Had they worked together 
previously on 5A? 
6 
A. Yes. 
7 
Ok Had they worked on the same 
8 team? 
9 ve mMdo not thankel ‘cane celimvou 
10 thats 
11] Ox Did they still have a team 
12 approach when the cardiology ward was on 5A? 
A. Yes. 
13 
Q. Do you know how many teams 
14 
there were on 5A? 
ifs) 
A. Two, I believe. 
16 OG And when they came down to 4A/B 
17 there were four, I assume, or am I wrong? 
18 ge Well, can I-go back to my 
19 Statement about 5A? 
OF Sure. 
20 
A. Indeed, there were two teams 
21 
for each shift on 5A and, indeed, there were two 
22 
teams for each shift on 4A as well. 
23 0; So there were four teams 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne ;Scr.ex. 8635 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 


essentially on t5A andffour teams:.on 4A/B? 


A. Yes. 

O% Then, why did they change the -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Tan motesune, that 
thea tCamseia ont. 

MS. CRONK: Th.thinkeidesisitour ceams 


On each of 4A/4B, if I understood Ms. Brown correctly. 
THE WITNESS: Thateas cornectymyes. 
MR. LABOW: Oo: So it went from four 
teams total to eight teams? 
A. Tia ters coprech, 
oF Were a lot of the nurses who 


Started on 4A/Binew tolthenHospitaly for SicksChildren? 


As With the move to 4A/B? 
‘3a Wath the move. 
A. No. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. BEOWne, formes. 8536 


ton 


2 TORONTO. ONTARIO ivewer) 
BmcB.)C 
EE 
2 0. Where did they get the nurses 
3 to expand the teams from 4A? 
4 A. The teams were smaller. The 
| nurses had a choice of moving to either 4A or 4B, the 
; difference being that 4A had moreinfants. From 
questions and comments over the last couple of days 
: I'm not sure whether the nursing quota was increased 
*| and if so by how many but that indeed there were 
9 concerns with that move about the nursing coverage. 
10 0. Now, you said the nursing teams 
11 were jsmaUler 2 
12 A. eon 
fe 0, Did they deal with a lesser 
numbenvomichmidren orvaintfants per team? 
14 
A. ves. 
15 
0. Now, you have explained that 
16 there was a conflict and that you were aware of it 
17 ane Octobe nei rs 16 Oye srtthai ens ghia? 
18 A. Yes. 
19 Q. Wouldn't it have been easy to 
20 | replace one of the two nurses with a nurse on another 
a team, just switch one nurse, rather than breaking 
peal eeties tears. 
of A. That still, would have disrupted 
a two teams. 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, ioovex. 8637 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Labow) 


0. I understand it would have 


disrupted two teams but if there was a conflict, had 


this ever been done before, they would just switch 
One per Sone oul: 

A. icon, ta tecaltl thhat; 2b had? but 
YOusemMIGghte direc. tLhateseo the head nurse. 

0. And this was the responsibility 
of ‘the head? nurse? 

A. Mes. 

Q. Did anyone ever go further with 
this problem or was the head nurse just expected to 
dea lew th S12 

A. I think the expectation was that 


the head nurse “would tdeal With ore: 


0. And if she decided to do nothing 
Teswasn’t common'to "goeto ‘the area cco-ordinator? 

A. NoPtifithe thead@nursenmte lt 
she *could -resolve the sconflict Yvherself utudirdnits -1 


can't say whether that information would have been 


massed along to the co-ordinator. 


0. Dilad Vouvpasseltrons 
A. No. 
Q. Now, without having looked at 


it, you have told us regarding your statement that 


you couldn't really accept the idea.at that time that 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Cr.ex. 8638 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Labow) 


all the deaths were from natural causes? 

A, That was given the background 
that at that point in time we were talking about four 
eee with high “dig. @levels* 

Q. Right? Sate that tame? 

A. Mess 

Mo. KITELY?© Can-welclarity > ioir-, that 
abethat timetastiuly? 1982? 

MR. LABOW: eed Uly 9th; eb9s2 

Thon WITNESS or Yes. 

MR. LABOWS"90 “And that -you™=were 
concerned about the possibility of an unbalanced 
person walking around that hadn't been noticed? 

A. That was documented. 

0. And then your conclusion was that, 
Gorrecemmessf Lam wrong, if these children had died 
from a massive overdose of digoxin and if the digoxin 
levels were correct, it must have been a nurse who 
did it, they had the best access? 

A. Yes. 

0. Now, my understanding from what 
you told Mr. Young and Mr. Hunt was that because a 
lot of these children were on constant care a nese 
would be there at all times? 


ye Tiac LS COrrece. 
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0. And therefore she would have 
phesmostadi nrectyaccess sand jcontrolpof thatsychild? 

A. esi 

0. Do you know if anyone looked into 
that at the Hospital with regard to these deaths? 

A. What do you mean looked into it? 

0. To see exactly which children 
were on constant care and who was caring for them? 

A. Tem, Sortye, ehimenoteunderstvanding 
the question. 

0. During the epidemic period, the 
pertod that we are talkingyabout, sduly We0"to March 
1981, do you know of anyone at the Hospital who 
looked into the deaths on those wards to see which 
children were under constant care and who was caring 


for them? 


A. During that period of time? 
0. During that period? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know of anyone who you 


are associated with, or were before you left the 


Hospital, who did thathaftenethegtack? 


A. Apart from the police? 
Q. Aparteiromenhespo lice? 
A. No. 
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0. Now, we have heard a lot about 
medication errors but in your summary, that is 
Exhibit 305, Mr. Commissioner, on the last page you 
set out the nine routine steps for the administration 
oOrvdrugs? 

A. That is correct. 

0. And prior to the new situation 
for digoxin where it became a controlled drug, there 
was still a double-check in existence for digoxin? 

A. That is correct, there would be 
two RNs. 

0. So, two RNS would calculate the 
dose and two RNs would check when it was drawn up? 

A. Theitiwrrsicornents, 

Q. But my understanding is there 
wouldn't necessarily be two RNs in the room when the 
drugs was administered? 

A. Phat eis iconrect: 

0. Notwithstanding all of that, 
how do you account as the clinical nurse around for 
the digoxin errors? 

A. The ones that:;we had discussed 
earlier today? | 

0. The ones that we had discussed. 


What didn't they do? 
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A. Indeed, they didn't check the 
med card, they didn't check the order and they were 
not familiar with the ward procedure at that point 


related ito holdang digoxinvorsqiving+the 9no' clock 


digoxin at 5:30 when a dig. level was to be done. 

0. Now, these were relief nurses 
and a student nurse? 

A. Vese 

0. And you explained that the studen 
nurse would have been under the supervision of a 
registered nurse? 

A, Yes. 

0. Would a registered nurse on the 
ward be unaware of the procedure regarding the digoxin 
levels#in ‘giving digoxin atnows0 instead ofs9? 

A. DELigwastpanteofethe stash at 
would have been an RN and she would have been aware. 

0. Now, we also have a diagram, 
that. is Exhibitm3047foGathe Ilcandihobogyawandm eNow* 
the nurses' station at the northern end of the middle, 
there are three windows on either side? 

A. Tieteeles cOonrecty. 

0. The area between the three 
windows, is it generally lit up? 


A. Yes. 
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Q. So, during the evening and the 
night would: the curtains on those windows generally 
be drawn? 

A. I can't answer that for you. 

Q. 50,5 youmdon st know in, during 
the evening when the lights are on in the station 
if they would allow the curtains to remain open so 


the light would flow into the infant rooms on either 


side? 
A. I would think that they would. 
0. Be OpenvormrclLosed? 
A. Be; opens 
0. Yes, they wouldn't be concerned 


about all this light flowing in through the windows? 

A. The windows weren't that big 
and they did have a venetian blind type of blind on 
them so that the light didn't seem that great in the 
room. 

MR. LABOW: I have no further questions, 
Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, thank you. 
Mr= Tobias? 

Mie LOMA Sees. alm GCOtng £oO. a. low Mr, 
Shanahan to go ahead of me. I don't want that 


interpreted by the press that I am always last to go 
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so I won't have to ask so many questions. I am just 
tev Unc. tos helo) him, out. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, but I am going 
to interpret it that Mr. Shanahan has another date 
witn the Provincial Court tomorrow morning. 

Ik. TOBIAS: et think so, he seems to 
be quite busy. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Right, okay. I've got 
OpolckeskinggMr ssCommiss ioner,. to itake ali. this. abuse 
here. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. SHANAHAN: 

0. Ms... Browne, .my nNamesis Shanahan 
and I act on behalf of the Lombardo and Dawson families 
Laknow a lot of athis ground hasbeen covered, we 
are perhaps all covering it from our own point of 
ViewWHOm.our own, clients. interests,..So, bean with me 
if I just take you through some of the areas again 
Just very briefly. 

With respect to the approaches that 
were made to you by Nurses Nelles and Trayner. First 
Gival lL svou, indicated hathink .just.sto Mr. Labow here 
that you felt it was a team concern that they were 
expressing? 

A. Yes. 


Q. And yet what struck me in your 
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a 
1 
2 evidence the last few days, it is quite clear that 
$j as a team they weren't approaching you, it was two 
4 ladies, Nurse Nelles and Nurse Lrayner, *thaterirst 
5 approached you and it seems to me continued to 
z approach you with their concerns? 
A. Vesvecir. 
7 
0. Ali right. Now, it seems as 
8 Aa 
well that the areas are divided up, they express 
9 the stress that they are feeling, their competence 
10} aS nurses and whether anything else could have been 
el done. That seemed to be the areas that they were 
12 expressing their*concern about; am 1 right’ there? 
A. Thats 1 S®*correct. 
13 
0. And it seemed to me that the 
14 
Stress issue was, as we looked through those memos, 
15 
the stress issue seems to be the issue that has 
16 : 
predominated? 
17 A. Yes. 
18 0} And then we move from there to 
19 perhaps the need for some sort of psychiatric 
20 counselling or what-have-you and the fact that it is 
not done, but stress seems to be really the large 
Zi 
issue there? 
22 
A. ng sh ate 
23 
Q. And then to follow that up then. 
24 
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There iS no question that the stress thougn, Lemean, 
nurses may have stress from overwork, under-staff 

or what-have-you, the stress here at this time 
period was purely and simoly because of the fact 
there were a’ rising number of deaths that they could 
perceive? 

A. No, sir. I believe we did 
cover that previously and indeed it was related to 
workload, it was related to their staffing. 

0. All right. It was certainly 
tied into those issues but I would submit to you, 
ma'am, that in fact the chief reason for their stress 
was related, and when they talked about their skill 
level and their inability to resuscitate these people 
andaqee themeback to 2.C.Ul, thelr largest *concern 
here was that as a result of this children were 
dying? 

A. In the approaches that we have 
Calkedsaboutvanwuulyeand August, yes = 

0. Aare sl WwOouUrdesugguect to 
youras well; mavamy, that that occurrence, that is, 
you say that to meet Nurse Nelles and Nurse Trayner 
at the end of their shift as you might, in the 
morning, wasn't unusual? 


A. No. 
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0. Pll right). But. ieputeto. you 
that in fact nurses coming to you complaining of 
stress amongst other things and in July that stress 
Native related to a rising number of deaths, that 
you haven't had in your career any other similar 
type of complaints, nurses feeling that too many 
children are dying in their care? 

A. I have had that raised with 
RuUnSsingecstart An thesintensive Care, Unit. 

Q. (Mh aEebantedegelpys MGrsyits coral) ) cal ote: kselot) 
one step removed from Intensive Care because you 
will agree that the degree of risk there is a lot 
higher than out in the general ward? 

A. Yes. 

0. Allright... Well then ~.bearing 
in mind that we are dealing with children on the 
wardsper se, l would put to, you that you had never 
had a like complaint before in your career? 

A. Can I say that I have dealt 
with staff around a series of deaths or a run of 
deaths if you will, where two or three children have 
died. 

0. YOUsares notscomparing at wo. or 
three now to the 9-month, 36-death period we are 


complaining about, we are considering here? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Shanahan) 
A. No. 
Q. No. 
A. I am comparing that experience 


with that July, August with what was coming forward. 

0. ALS erraqnes 

A. And I agree that two or three 
is not the same as ten or twelve. 

Q. PAIverightes “lovass ist. ecu, a 
tell you way many moons ago, and I can't give you 
chapter and verse, that Dr. Rowe said that further 
olOngethee line the= complaints’ that-he had-got, “that 
he started to hear about the nurses' concerns, that 
heShad never=-run into that before ever in his career, 
the complaints about nurses being concerned about 
the weising=number of ‘deathsvof chi ldrén in “their 
care. Would that surprise you? 

A. No. 

Q. Relerignt. Now, again, _bsthink 
Mr. Labow just touched on this. You say that Nelles 
and Trayner came to you but in fairness as to where 
thes true impetus heremforsthe, “if. you like, “the 
complaint or the concern being registered, whether 
in fact Nurse Nelles may well have in fact been 
caring for these children and she may have turned to 


the first line of authority above her being Nurse 
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Trayner and that in fact she accompanied Nurse 

Trayner down to you to be sure that her concern was 
being registered. Ingfiairness, that scenario could 
be how the impetus for this whole. thing transpired 


rather than as you described it? 


A. thiat ecoulda be. 

0. All right.’ Both came .to lyou, 
is your evidence? 

A. VIS 

0. But you don't know one step 
behind that as to what might have caused both of 
them co come tonyou, who might «be the fixrst one to 


rea viverequsteme thie complaint? 


A. Date Maye be, aithough ~sthe 
instances that we have discussed in terms of July 
and August, those coming to me would be at the 
nurses' station where they were. 

0. Yes. 

A. Physically it was my coming on 
duty, in the, morning. 

Q. Well, that, ticesaback into, my 
first question. If that is where you're meeting 
them, and there is four people on a team, what otc 
me was that two other nurses on a fairly regular 


basis are not coming to you. fTrayner and Nelles are 
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coming to you and a lot of them agreeably are in 
Nelles™ care? 

A. Yes. 

0. And they come to you at’ the end 
Offa shifty, Ani "right there in interpreting your 
evidence? 

A. Yes. 

0. So, I think put quite simply 
you don't know as between Nelles and Trayner what 
discussions went on prior to that as to who haay auf 


you like, the very first concern here? 


A. No. 
0 No 
A. Could I also say that the other 


members of the team had other responsibilities for 
covering patient care. 

0. Yes. 

A. Ateachat "time? until the nurses 
coming out of report would assume responsibility for 
the patients. So that indeed was very logical to 
me why they were not at the nurses' station and they 
Lended to bescarming fore ther older ‘children who were 
Starting to get up, who were needing assistance to 
either get out of bed or go to the bathroom or what- 


ever. 0. All right. Now, you say that 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, c r.ex. 8650 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Shanahan) 
Binge 5 

1 
2 the first death that seems to bring the matter to a 
3 head is that of Amber Dawson? 
4| | A. YeSe 
5 0. Alle right. Sle wouldmeouggese= to 

you, ma'am, that in fact Amber Dawson's death, as 
6 

Chey expresscdmie to you, and) this may) tax your 
: recollection of it so bear with me here, but Amber 
8 Dawson's death is so sudden and so unexpected that 
9 it causes them immediate concern and the two of them 
10 immediately approach you the following day. Am I 
al right there? 
12 A. The sequence was that they did 
eo approach the next day, yes. 

0. All right. And more than just 
| the sequence, is there any expression there as they 
Le conversed with you that their feeling on Dawson, 

16 Wietherertpbesdirectly from the doctors or by 
17 inference, their feeling on Dawson is that her 
18 condition is not such that they felt she would die 
19 so suddenly? 
A. iWetatnk chats) cLue. 
20 

0. Abieright.. “Do you know much 
“i about the Dawson case, anc I am certainly not going 
2 to take you through it, but does the name Amber Dawson 
23 and her condition in any way as to, we will say, her 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD BeYOwne . Ce eoe. S650 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 


age or whether she was scheduled for surgery, do you 


remember individual -- 


A. I had known her for quite some 


time. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, Crwex: 8652 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Shanahan) 
OF You had? 
AC. Yes. 
G2 Did it then surprise you that 


this 11 month old child who had been largely cared 
for by her mother over the previous few months had 
come in there and had not been scheduled for any 
particular operation and had not come in there as a 
Besultwoffanywparticularlytiuntoward event ediamt 
concern you Or cause you surprise that in fact she 
had died within five days? 

A. I was surprised having seen her 
through a number of ups and downs, yes. 

0. YourNsardlthaveyoutreltsineyour 
recollectron ithatepart oftheir concern as well twas 
their inability to perhaps contact the mother? 

A. Yes. 

Os Didslegather correctly from that 
that their concern was that she may come in expecting 
to visit Amber and being met suddenly with the news, 
well, Amber has died in the meantime, is that the 


Gist sO feaite 


A Yes. 
O% Could feouc co you another 
Scenario. That in fact maybe Mrs. Dawson had been 


told the news of Amber's death; and that Mrs. Dawson 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD Browne, Cr.ex. 8653 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 


was ranting and raving about it and telling them that 
she was going to demand the coroner get involved; and 
that in fact these two nurses were beating her to the 
ante byacomingmito you? 

A. That waS not my impression from 
their communication. I felt they were passing along 
what they felt was their nursing responsibility 
because they were leaving the shift and they knew 
that Amber's mother was still to come. 

Or Well you do know in this case, 
do you not Ms. Browne, that in fact the impetus here 
for the coroner being involved, and after all the 
hospital could have broached the issue of autospy 
had they wished, but the autopsy procedure being 
circumvented and the coroner being involved, you know 
was because the mother caused - was greatly concerned? 

A. Yes; Fedo. 

Q. That short of the mother being 
that concerned her death was going to be put down 
again to her anatomical condition? 

A. I think because her death was 
a surprise the cardiologist did indeed want a post 
mortem done. 

Ow A post mortem could have been 


got through autopsy, but the coroner being involved 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. Browne, cr.ex. 8654 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 


was one step further you will agree? 


A. Yes. The mother's request was 


for an impartial autopsy to be done, yes, and she 
wanted the coroner contacted. 

OR Getting then into another 
secondary here about the administration of digoxin. 
You have told us here about how it was administered 
and the various procedures and protocols. It seems 
tovme thatvthe bottom line was that the digoxin’ itself 
was freely available, it wasn't under lock and key 
during this time. 

A MHA Ss ‘COrrect. 

O% But at the same time the other 
safety check, if you like, was that two nurses would 
have to be involved in drawing it up and in ensuring 
that it was the correct dose? 

A. Tha ks, COBLeCt - 

O% And Witakev®testhen. thaterrgnt 
there from a layman's point of view, and I would like 
your input here as a nurse, it seems to me that right 
there the possibility of error when two trained 
people must read a label, and I don't care how 
similar the vials might look,they have got to look 
athasiabelUwithea name*on@ it and''then go. on’ and 


implement the doctor's orders, that the likelihood of 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, .cr.ex. 8655 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Shanahan) 


error, right there, becomes very slim? 

Ae That is why it was set up that 

way, yes. 

| OF Now, I suggest to you as well 
thoughsthats the, other: side; of, that. protocol as] that 

it presumes of course that we are dealing with someone 
or people, or a general administration that is 

regular and proper and according to doctor's orders. 
You will agree that if anyone is bad minded enough 
here to get into any sort of intentional overdose of 
these drugs that your protocol goes out the window? 

Ay Yes. 

Q. So thatyalthough it 1s° designed 
to catch error it seems I suppose it goes without 
saying in the last few days, that there was nothing 
here to monitor those people who might go astray? 

A. Uboucho SiMe! pera bless 

OF The whole basis of the system 
was that nurse number one iS going to do the 
administering, goes and takes nurse number two who 
will check the procedure? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And if nurse number one is bad 
minded enough to be overdosing these children, either 


A she doesn't find nurse number two, or she finds a 
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(Shanahan) 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


nurse number two is going to be complicit in this 
administration? 

yeu Yes. 

ce Now, again in terms of what Mr. 
Labow put to you about administering to the children 
are the three errors that you saw there. You will 
agree here too again your likelihood of error, when 
you speak of a child like Lombardo, to whom this drug 
was not to be administered at all; we are not talking 
about timing; size of dose; therapeutic or toxic, we 
are talkingsavont the, fact®thatei1t was*never=even 
ordered. You will agree that that would be a huge 
error £0) olive thatochitlds digoxin? 

A. Veo 

OF Dr. Hastreiter has said as well 
he felt that the dose that Lombardo got was in all 
likelihood far greater because of the toxicology 
results that we found in the exhumed tissue, was far 
greater than one therapeutic dose. So you wai l=agree 
to give Lombardo, A to give her digoxin at all; and B 
to give Lombardo a toxic dose, would again be a huge 
error? 

A. Yes. 


2 And then finally, you as a nurse 


dealing with a child who was perhaps getting one drug, 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Sh anahan) 


heparin, and that one drug heparin was being given by 


intravenous, that we really have error compounding 


error when you bearsaimemindsthat she: basso besgiven 
SMiggee at, she has to be given a toxic dose as 
Dr. Hastreiter says and she has to be given it by 
a route, that is orally, which she is getting no 
SLiered Luge py watiateced LLyethiS iS error lpongenror 
and your chances of this happening are slim to the 
Cointeotmreally jel puu tor you, almost sof non-existence 
Bye Drmanesorry) Isgdidneteroliow 
that, and it may be my unfamiliarity with the 
references you are; making to, Dr.. Hastreiter. 
OF Dr. Hastreiter says that he 
feels that she got more than one therapeutic dose. 
That would be, say if she got the does of a baby of 


similar age and weight, Dr. Hastreiter has said to 


us the readings that we have found he feels that she 


has had more, a larger dose than one therapeutic 

dose) SOulasuggestetoryou, that 1Ss.anothervyerror®s 

It is not just giving Stephanie Lombardo the drug 
digoxin; it is not just giving Lombardo someone else's 
drugs, it is also giving Lombardo a toxic dose that 
wasn't meant for anybody, you will agree? 


A. I am not sure what I am agreeing 


to. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8658 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 
OF And then Dr. Hastreiter said as 
well -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: ferhink starts a 


fairly good question, but you asked her to agree that 
is what Dr. Hastreiter said or to agree -- 

MR. SHANAHAN: No, I think the 
question before was; you will agree that the error 
there is twofold, giving her digoxin and giving her 
a toxic dose. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Assuming, if I can 
USI eCOLrrectweils, “assuming that. Dr. Hastreiter 1s 
correct. It does involve more than a therapeutic 
dose, you will agree with his conclusion that that 
involves two errors, one giving digoxin when there 
wasn't to be any given and giving more than a 
Pherapeutrc, dose.— Les, is. KEcely? 

MS ee iTreay > I think the witness has 
some knowledge of what has gone on in the last six 
months, I don't know if she will recall who 
Dre*Hastreiter “1's’. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I just say assuming 
the way I rephrase the question, if Mr. Shanahan 
wishes I will let him put his own questions the way 
he wants to. 


MR. SHANAHAN: Peciink’ te “did: 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8659 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (ane anon) 
1 
2 THE COMMISSIONER: The trouble is if 
3 you do that the answer is impossible. 
4| MS. UK I TEE: Is my friend's question 
5 debdsaeen to error as Opposed to the assumption which 
Mee sCOMmnl ss lOnersiasmindlegred, Lethink) that vs nor 
; clear what the witness is supposed to be doing. 
; THE COMMISSIONER: Task you sco 
8 BSSuMe meta rotor lil, achat the amount Of eal gjoxin in 
9 the tissues of Baby Lombardo found,indicate that 
10 more than a therapeutic dose of digoxin was given, 
11 right, Can you assume that? 
12 THE WITNESS: Yes. 
e THE COMMISSIONER: The second, I ask 
you to assume the child was not to be given digoxin 
14 
aiew aut. 
in THE WITNESS: All right. 
16 THE COMMISSIONER: Then do you agree 
i with Dr. Hastreiter's conclusion.that that involved 
18 PWORETTOLSy OneservOraissgivinG it, thesdrug to) the 
19 child at all; andethe other drug 1s given more than 
20 you should be giving if you should be giving it to a 
child? 
om | 
THE WITNESS: I would agree. 
ae MR. SHANAHAN: Q. Leis lakers | athb is he 
23 tagging onto all those assumptions. The third one is 
24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne, cr.ex. 8660 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 


that bearing in mind that she was not to receive any 
medications orally? 


A. Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne Ld cr 2 ex = 86 61 
(Shanahan) 
0% For her to be given that 


Awe assuming Dr. Hastreiter is correct, because he 
felt it was given orally, that would be your third 
error if a nurse were to come in and give her that 
amount of drug orally? 

A. I would agree. 

OF Atlerignt. xwWoulde vou asea 
nurse or would any other nurse be familiar with, 

i take at, would@be familiar with’ the Size-or 
digoxin overdose and toxicity? 

A. Yes. 

Or And I take it then it would 
be obvious to any reasonably experienced nurse that 
digoxin overdose and its symptoms would be roughly 
Similar to many of the symptoms that these children 
who would die of their own anatomical defects, that 
the two would be roughly similar? 

A. I believe so although I 
don't believe I am your best source to confirm 
toate 

Oh And finally would a nurse 
be aware what the implications of the term contra 
indicated, a drug being contra indicated for a 
child, are you aware of that? 


A. Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO.LTO. Browne, cCr.ex. 8662 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Shanahan) 
1 
2 em All right then, ftinably about 
3 the conflict that you indicated between Miss Trayner 
| 4 and Miss Nelles. Did you say to Mr. Labow that - 
| 5 you did say you didn't know what the conflict was 
about? 
| 6 
2 A. I had a vague awareness of 
| 7 
| that conflict as was passed on to me by Liz 
8 Radojewski. 
| 9 Q. Yesyuicanayoustell usojwhat it 
10 was about? 
| 
11 A. ImbelLievew!l didethatsealready 
| today. 
12 
oe And I may have missed it, 
13 
Teapoloouze. 
14 
A. ibe’ daleQobenstor cle) \ipbialel aba sto mane 
15 working together I believe and their feeling of trust 
| 16 in one another's work; a difficulty in terms of 
Wy delegating and recognizing the skills and expertise 
18 of the other. 
19 Ox And it obviously had manifested 
itself enough, this conflict and what have you, that 
20 
Nurse Radojewski had either picked it up or_had been 
2 
told about it by one of the two? 
| 22 A. I think she had been told 
23 epout Li. 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne, cr.ex. 8663 | 
(Shanahan) | 
| 

(3 Now, you said yesterday 


tnat, I thought - excuse me a moment, about this 
issue perhaps of"spireting this team up, rf rican 
find it here, if you will bear with me for a minute. 


It is yesterday's evidence, Volume 84 and it 


commences at the bottom of page 8275; have you located | 
that Miss Kitely? 
Moe er tior.* Yes? 


MR. SHANAHAN: Q. It is the 


Commissioner starting and he says: 
THE, COMMTSSTONER: "Bat rt is"yvyour —" 
and then we get to the top of page 8276: 


i. ereeolrection that’ tt Was aL ene 


October 23rd meeting that there was 


this discussion that took place and 
that the team didn't want to be 
split. Have I got that right? 

THE WITNESS: I may not be correct 


tn “my "placing re™or *Octoper “23rd; 


| 
Pewasein ene -falP"bat Io think it ca 
out of that meeting. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And you say the 

team said they did not want to be 
Spit, toy nai te 


THE WITNESS: **VYées: 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Browne’, Ccr-ex. 8664 


TORONTO. ONTARIO (Knazan) 
1 
2 mtHEy COMMISSIONER<® Ge don’ thwants you 
3 : Lo concern yourself about this’ but 
4 do you remember who said that, you 
: see teams don't speak normally unless 
| they are cheerleaders, they don't 
7 speak with one voice. You don't 
f remember which one? 
8 THE WITNESS: No." 
9 Wie ee begat. from thdt,. NO. eaulce 
10 Obviously whoever it was and I think you also said 
11) a tou later you adn’ t ‘know where’ ‘this came from, 
19 | but whoever it was somebody had brought up that a 
solution here to this jinxed feeling was that maybe 
“ie “team Ssnouldbe ‘split? up? 
a Ad That LS) COGrect. 
15 Q's Can we say that that 
16 Suggestion definitely came at least from beyond 
17 the team itself, be it from cardiologists, or be 
18 halon Omer nurses OFPOtier weams, Somebody prougnt 
19 up the issue of splitting up the team? 
A. I am not sure that it came 
_ from outside the team themselves. If it did I believe 
a Laat it came trom nursing’ aamimistration not from 
22] Ouecsrde OL that. 
23 Or. That ws *what i ‘meant; “nursiing 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE a co.cto. Browne, cCr.ex. 8665 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Knazan) 


administration itself would seem to me the logical 
place that it might have come-from. You say you 
are not sure that it«didn't come from outside the 
feane Would that not be inconsistent with your 
evidence here, as the feeling it was coming from 
theGteamiwasetnatithey didn'tawant tonbexspliteupy, 


that is what your evidence seems to say? 


A. The team didn't want to be 
Split pe 

Oy Yes. 

1a That was true. 

Oo. So it would hardly be likely 


that the team itself brought up the idea at one and 
the same time that we should be split up but we don't 
Want to beysplie up? 

A. Well at that meeting we 
discussed the stresses in general and tried to do 
some problem solving around, all right, how do we 
solve the problems so that people are not feeling 
Stressede Lt 1S very doqical to mesthat out of that 
discussion would come the suggestion that, all right, 
the teams could be re-organized and then indeed there 
would not be one team that would feel jinxed, if 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Browne (ere eX 86 66 
y . e 
(Knazan) 


then is] that logically thatwcamestromsbevyondethe 
members of the team bearing in mind what you told 
us here yesterday, somebody from beyond the team 
eMegee ter maybe the solution was to split them up. 
A. I don't know if it came 
beyond the team, if it came in the context of that 
meeting then it would have been the team along with 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne : cr . ex. 86 6 7 
(Shanahan) 
(Oy It might have been made in 


their presence? 
A 3 Ys. 
O7 Bute tam saving that: tne 
idea of a split in the team came from beyond members 


of the team itself? 


iN I cannot say necessarily. 
O. Well, I do not want to be 
nitpicking here. How could it be any way else, given 


the evidence that I have just read to you when you 
said the team did not want to be split up? 

A. Well, given the situation 
that you are feeling stressed, what are the solutions 
Inesniandlingathat stress, one-of those being to 
request a psychiatrist to be involved, what else 
could you do, I could see nurses problem solving that 
themselves, that we could, and say as a team perhaps 
it would be better if we did not work together. 

OQ. COmyOU.aLe saying they might 
have brought it up as sort of a proposed solution 
and later in the meeting perhaps expressed their 
desire, though, whatever, about it being a solution, 
phates nota solution we really are too favourable 
towards? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Browne, Cr.ex. 8668 


(Shanahan) 


Ox Piller git. in any event, you 
are clear that they did not want to be split up. 
Did viivevernestrike you as unusual or odd here that 
the very team that is complaining about all this 
stress, the team that thinks perhaps they are 
jinxed at one and the same time are resisting what 
to mewlLSethe most Obvious and logical™solution;, 
as Mr. Labow said, the movement of one person to 
another team, in exchange for another person? 

js That did not seem unusual 
to me. I think to propose that the team be changed is 
to say yes, we are jinxed, there is something wrong 
with us. It is to say we cannot work together and 
wemacCemnOtLecdolNg == a Good Job. “That was* not now they 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Browne, Crise. 8669 | 
(Shanahan) | 

| 

ie No. | 

O Pia ik eit waSian thewmenoe | 


THi COMMISSIONER: I thought it was 


in either a memo or --- 


Meo HANAHAN: ©. Mary,.Costello's 
notes? 

A. Wasertiein the notes trom this 
morning? | 

OF Yes, ,enose7vcontraversial 


notes from this morning. There is mention here of --- 

Tins COMMISSLIONER<* On pagen2. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Have you found it 
there, Mr. Commissioner? 

Tite COMMLSSIONER: =.Well,*1L thinks. 
have. 

MSturOrSi pk: “Mr, Commissioner, 
page 2 does not indicate anything about Miss 
Tpayner ss strangespenavsons. Therehis “arreterence 
to Miss Trayner's behaviour and I think, sir, that 
you indicated this morning since this part of the 
note had nothing to do with the meeting at which 
this witness was present it was appropriate to ask 
somebody about --- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, she 


certainly was not present at the part with Miss Nelles, 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Browne Cr ex. 8670 


(Shanahan) 


Dice aMenClwcOOesure, dld you, also Say you were 
not there when there was some discussion about Miss 
Trayner ss behaviour? 

THE WLTNESS: ~1 do not believe 
Miss Trayner's behaviour was discussed at that 
meeting. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I see. Yes, that 
PS-duLceepoSssi ble; mu ram sorry, yes, that rs right: 
That might not have been discussed at the meeting 
at all. Do you remember anyone discussing anything 
at any meeting about Miss Trayner's behaviour? 

THE WLINESs : No. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did you yourself 
make any observations about Mrs. Trayner's behaviour? 

THE WLINBSS-. No, not that Lt was 
unusual behaviour in any way. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry? 

THE WITNESS: Not that it was unusual 
behaviour. 

MGPRCRONK: = YOU wlll T,recaulL, sir, 
it arose in a different context this morning, as 
well, during the cross-examination by Mr. Young when 
ne put to the witness the suggestion that two other 
nurses had complained to Ms. Browne about the 


behaviour or activity of Ms. Trayner and she 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Browne ; cr - ex : 86 al 
(Shanahan) 


indicated that she had no recollection of such an 
event and he did not pursue the matter further. 

MR. SHANAHAN: Q. So your evidence 
Ehen) 1s you doy noe Kiowkoef anything direct hy tand 
you never heard of anything about any behaviour of 
Ms. Trayner thatawas Ontowardeor soutrnehssorts > 

Pe No. 

Oe Om anybody shayingedi Pireuity 
working with her because of strange reactions from 


her? 


Be NG Wass Aware: ot Ehenconflict 


that have been talked about earlier, but apart from 
Chat, enos 
Os About the preparation of 


LOLI eden] Ger. a fetas Se* was in 418, both of my 


Clrents  scntlarens ored ened 18 aiva nurse .was in there 


WithecOns cant cane, lipoma ttem thoseschiidven, 
in your experience could another nurse, is it some- 
Giingeciat OCCUrSmenabeanciLner nurses might, gor out 
and, prepare sthe sformulas and! the feed» for thernurse 
inal wsedoing chey consitantycane? 

A. Primarily the feeds were 
already prepared, another nurse might go and get 
the feed for her,»-yes. 


OQ. Already prevared outside of 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


Browne, Cr.ex. 8672 
(Shanahan) 
I 
2 Hospital? 1 am missing something here. 
3 | ; A. Some are prepared outside of 
4. the Hospital. 
J Os And some prepared in the 
4 Hospital? 
A. And some are prepared within 
" thesHospi-cal- 
S| Or BY Staff other than nurses? 
? ees res 
10. ‘als All euent, out another Nurse 
11 may go and get, we will say, the Lombardo baby's 
12 | formula? 
al Be esr 
al Q. Ancebning: Lt to theinurse that 
would then feed the baby? 
15 || 
| A. Yes. 
ad MR. SHANAHAN: All right, thank 
17| vont 
18 | THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right, 
19 | thank you, Mr. Shanahan. I guess we will reserve 
20 the pleasure until tomorrow morning, Mr. Tobias. 
MR. TOBIAS: Yes, Mr. Commissioner, 
a Tewouldprefer (that. 
a THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. How long 
te Wille youre: 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE &Co.LToO. Browne, Cr.ecx. 8673 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
(Shanahan) 


MR LOB LAS: i would think about 
15 minutes, Mr. Commissioner. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all yanks iG hog 


Thank you. Then we will rise une bp POO. CLOCK 


tomorrow morning. 


---Whereupon the hearing adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
TILieeOC Ona ene bhureday, December 22nd, 1983. 
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